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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, FRIBA, MTPI, was elected 
president of the Town Planning Institute on Fune 26. $3 


THE VIEW that the absence of information and instructions, 
and the mismanagement of bonus schemes are the two greatest 
factors responsible for increased costs is put forward by a 
correspondent. p. 6 


AN ARTICLE describing the work carried out at Westminster 
Abbey for the Coronation ceremony on Fune 2 appearson p. 11 


A £21M. CAPITAL APPROPRIATION in 1953-54 was 
submitted by the housing committee of the LCC at the Council’s 
meeting on Fune 30. Mr. Reginald Stamp, chairman of the 
housing committee, has spoken of the problems facing the Council 
unless the shortage of suitable housing sites is overcome. pp. 24 


THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of the LCC 
consider that, with certain exceptions, a standard form of 
general conditions of contract submitted by the Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors would form a fair and reasonable 
basis of contract as between employer and contractor, and that 
its adoption would be in the Council’s interest. p. 25 


IN A SPEECH at Abingdon on Fune 25, Sir David Maxwell 
Fyfe, the Home Secretary, referred to the value of the output 
of the building and civil engineering firms in three important 
classes of work in 1951 and 1952. ‘‘ There were increases 
of approximately 10 per cent. in schools, 6 per cent. in factories 
and 30 per cent. in houses,’ he said. p. 28 


“ IT APPEARS to me that the size and character of the building 
industry do not lend themselves to an experiment in State 
corporations,’ said Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, 
when he addressed the annual conference of the NFBTO on 
June 25. p. 32 


ae 
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PROBLEMS OF RESEARCH 


THE unusual scope and complexity of the building industry, 

comprising as it does so many different professions and 
trades, make it desirable that there should be some central 
organisation to co-ordinate building research and develop- 
ment, and to encourage the adoption of the results of such 
research and development. The industry has not yet seen 
fit to set up such an organisation, and there can be little doubt 
that the industry and the public which it serves are the 
poorer as aresult. ‘The absence of such an organisation lends 
a special significance to the work of the MOW Advisory 
Council on Building Research and Development, whose 
second report has just been published. The Council, as its 
title implies, is an advisory body having no executive or 
mandatory powers, but the report shows that it is performing 
a very useful purpose. Its terms of reference are three- 
fold: (a) to keep under review the whole field of building 
research and technical development and the results obtained 
therefrom; (5) to suggest from time to time subjects of 
further research and development, with due regard to their 
relative importance and urgency; and (c) to advise on the 
methods of securing the use by industry of the results of 
research and technical development. 


In order to discharge these responsibilities, the Council 
surveys annually, item by item, the entire known progsamme 
of building research in the UK. For this purpose the 
Ministry now obtains each autumn from all bodies known 
to be engaged in building research details of the work they 
propose to undertake during the next financial year. It 
seems that the Ministry does not obtain information from 
private firms who undertake their own research, although 
the report is not explicit on this point. Such information 
as is obtained—and it must make up a substantial document-— 
is circulated for comment to the research organisations 
contributing to it and to representative bodies connected 
with the industry. This procedure would, in our view. 
be valuable even if it did no more than provide an annual 
register of research activities for the benefit of organisations 
carrying out building research and development. It serves, 
however, another useful purpose in that it provides the 
basis on which the Council can make recommendations as to 
priorities and as to new research. This has been of particular 
value at a time when unfortunately the Government has 
imposed cuts in expenditure on research; the Council has 
been able to satisfy itself that the economies were being 
applied to projects which could suffer a reduction with least 
ill effect. 


It is nevertheless disturbing to find that cuts have been 
made at all; such cuts can only be described as revealing 
an extremely short-sighted attitude on the part of the Govern- 
ment. ‘The report shows that (excluding grants for building 
research at the universities and industrial research associa- 
tions) the total net expenditure in 1951-2 from public funds on 
building research and associated publicity was some £700,000. 
To cut this comparatively small expenditure was surely false 
economy. The Treasury should bear in mind the words 
used in the Council’s report on the importance of this work : 


“It is on the increased productivity of the building 
industry that the country must rely in no small degree for 
maintaining and raising its standard of living. A major 
contribution to this end can be made by the timely adoption 
of the results of research and development.”’ 


In discharging its duty of advising on methods of securing 


the “ timely adoption ” by industry of the results of research, 
the Council has a dual task. It has to consider publicity 
designed to create a demand for technical information, and 
it has also to consider information services to satisfy 
that demand. The report notes that publicity—the provision 
of exhibitions, films, etc.—is a field in which reductions are 
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looked for in times of financial stringency, particularly as the 
methods of publicity tend to be expensive. The hope is 
expressed, however, that “the scope and intensity of the 
effort will be maintained at an effective level.” 


The report might well have laid greater stress on this 
matter. At the moment publicity is at least as important 
as the actual information services for the simple reason that 
the industry is insufficiently ‘‘ research conscious.” ‘The 
recent conference on research of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers is an encouraging development 
from which much good may come, but the building trade as 
a whole still lacks that keen interest in research and develop- 
ment which is such a marked characteristic of other industries. 
It is to be hoped that the Advisory Council will continue 
its efforts to secure adequate and well-chosen publicity. 


THE PILGRIM TRUST REPORT 


% TBE good that men do lives after them ”—so Shakespeare 

might have written if Edward Harkness had lived 
in the 16th century. Harkness founded the Pilgrim Trust 
in 1930 with the princely gift of {2,000,000 and it is interesting 
to note from the 22nd annual report, just issued, that although 
since then the Trust has made grants which amount to sub- 
stantially more than that sum, it still retains investments with 
a market value of £2,855,433. In voting last year grants 
amounting in all to £287,985 the Trustees exceeded all their 
previous records of benevolence. 


It was at a small inaugural dinner, held in London just 








THE TREAD-WHEEL CRANE, BEVERLEY MINSTER. 
The wheel is accommodated in the Minster roof, immediately 
above the crossing, and is still used for raising and lowering 


building materials. There are doubts as to its exact date of 
. origin, but it was probably introduced about 1716. The wheel is 
worked by men walking inside it, on the dog-spit principle. 
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about 23 years ago, that Harkness, who had made a great 
fortune in the United States, spoke of the ties of affection by 
which he felt bound by the land from which he drew his 
descent, of his desire to show his admiration for what Great 
Britain had done by a gift to be used for some of her more 
urgent needs, and of his hope that such a gift wisely applied 
might assist not only in tiding over the time of difficulty which 
Great Britain was then facing but also in promoting her future 
well-being. If he could know of it, he would be delighted and 
perhaps rather astonished at the great variety of objects that 
had benefited from his benevolence. 


The current report, which is handsomely illustrated, is 
a well-written account of the activities of the Trust during the 
past year. Grants have been made not only to many buildings 
of historic interest and importance, ecclesiastical and secular, 
but to purposes of art and learning and social welfare. Among 
smaller church buildings that have benefited are the remarkable 
Commonwealth Church of Staunton Harold, Leicestershire, 
the old Friends’ Meeting House at Hertford, two interesting 
18th-century Scottish kirks at Bellie and Golspie, and four old 
parish churches belonging to the Church of Wales. Five 
cathedrals received assistance—Gloucester and Ely, Iona, off 
the west coast of Scotland, and Londonderry and Down- 
patrick in Northern Ireland. Grants were also made towards 
safeguarding the precincts of Tewkesbury Abbey and the 
restoration of the surviving Saxon and Tudor portions of 
the walls surrounding the ruins of St. Augustine’s Abbey, 
Canterbury. 


Two famous schools—Loretto and Blundell’s—received 
help in the preservation of ancient buildings. Loretto has 
recently acquired the neighbouring historic mansion of 
Pinkie House in order to increase the accommodation of the 
school. The Long Gallery in the house has a painted wooden 
ceiling dating from the second half of the 17th century and 
unique in its size and splendour. This was in urgent need of 
restoration, which has been carried out at the cost of the Trust. 
At Blundell’s, part of the funds necessary to enable the original 
building of the early 17th-century Grammar School to be 
conveyed to the National Trust has been provided. 


Three interesting old buildings of the almshouse type were 
repaired with the help of the Trustees—Bromley College, Kent, 
and almshouses for local old people at Langley Marish, Bucks, 
and Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. In the cause of country- 
side preservation the Trustees were able to purchase two areas 
—Surlingham Broad, Norfolk, for the Norfolk Naturalists’ 
Trust, and Chailey Clump for the Heritage Craft Schools at 
Chailey, Sussex, the latter for the permanent enjoyment and 
recreation of crippled children. 


In the field of art and learning no fewer than seven libraries 
and kindred institutions received grants, while in addition to 
the important acquisition of the Hearst armour for the Tower 
of London, three provincial museums received assistance. 
Two grants were made for the better study of music. Grants 
for social welfare included one for the restoration of the 
headquarters premises of the University Settlement of 
Cambridge House, Camberwell, comprising seven adjoining 
houses in a pleasant late-Georgian terrace, and another for 
the external repair, of Queen Alexandra’s House, Kensington, 
a hostel for women students. A contribution of £1,000 was 
made to the King George VI National Memorial Fund. 


The most important of the publications assisted by the 
Trust during the year was “ Recording Scotland.” A fine 
example of the plates in this work, the Town Hall, Crail, Fife, 
reproduced in colour, is given as a frontispiece to the report. 


The foregoing is a mere summary of some of the more out- 
standing features of the report, which is full of interest, and 
well worth reading. Of Edward Harkness it can be truly said 
that the good was not “ interred with his bones.” 
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NOTES & NEWS 


HONG KONG VISIT 


R. A. R. F. ANDERSON, FRIBA, and 
Mr. ANTHONY CHITTY, FRIBA, 
AMTPYI, have just returned from a visit to 
Hong Kong, during which they flew some 
20,000 odd miles, the last half by Comet. 
Mr. Anderson went in his capacity as 
external examiner in architecture to 
Hong Kong University and Mr. Chitty 
represented the Board of Architectural 
Education. 

Despite the political tension which 
pervades there, they found a wide variety 
of building work in progress and heard no 
complaints about the issue of building 
licenses. 

The public works authority are pressing 
on with a full programme of work, and 
there is much evidence of private schemes 
of various kinds being undertaken. The 
extensive harbour development scheme is 
well in hand, and a large new college 
building, a scheme of flats and extensions 
to the university buildings are among more 
recent projects designed by Professor 
Gordon Brown, ARIBA. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


HAvING MET a number of the local 
architects, Mr. Anderson came back with 
the impression that, providing the present 
unstable political and military situation is 
satisfactorily surmounted, there are good 
opportunities for British architectural 
assistants in Hong Kong. 

Mr. Anderson and Mr. Chitty spent a 
week at Angkor, in Cambodia, where they 
studied the magnificent ancient monu- 
ments. Their only disappointment was 
that they were unable to see them in the 
customary style—on elephant-back. It 
seems that there were no elephants to be 
found. 
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An incident occurred when the visitors 
turned up at Macao, a Portuguese posses- 
sion. In an attempt to get a photograph, 
Mr. Anderson got to within 50 yards of 
a Communist sentry, only to be firmly 
guided away and warned that he was 
taking a greater risk than he imagined. 

There was further excitement when 
some belongings were found missing from 
the hotel room, and official inquiries into 
the mystery went on well into the night. 

Spare moments were occupied by bath- 
ing in the South China Sea and eating 
(with chopsticks, of course) delicious 
suppers on a floating fish-restaurant. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 


AT THE FIRST MEETING of the newly 
elected Council of the Town Planning 
Institute, held on June 26, Professor 
Sir William Holford, FRIBA, MTPI, 
was elected President of the Institute for 
1953-54. He is to take office in November 
next on the expiration of the term of 
office of Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy, CBE. 


CHILDREN AND HOUSING 


For THE FOURTH YEAR in succession, the 
Housing Centre has organised a week of 
lectures and visits to enable school chil- 
dren in and near London to learn some- 
thing about housing at first hand. The 
week, which will take place from July 13 
to 17 next, is planned, as a whole, for sixth 
form and post-certificate pupils in second- 
ary schools, and will cover the history of 
house design, housing as a public service, 
the management of housing estates, the 
design and building of the modern house, 
and its decoration and furnishing, and 
town and country planning. Lectures 
will be held at the Conference Hall, 
County Hall, London, SE1. Further 
details can be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, The Housing Centre Trust, 13, 
Suffolk-street, SW1. 








FILLING STATION AT LYMPNE AIRPORT : This new filling station has 
just been opened by Silver City Airways at Lympne Airport—terminal of the cross- 


Channel air car-ferry service. 


Designed by Mr. D. A. Birchett, ARIBA, architect 


to Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., in collaboration with Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, 
executive architects to the contract, the kiosk was developed and constructed by 
Hawksley Constructions, Ltd. 
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La eaifiius— 
“When you're reduced to using 


Roman and Assyrian _ bricks, 
things have reached a pretty pass!” 











AIA PRESIDENT 


Mr. Craik W. Dirtcuy, FAIA, of 
Detroit, Michigan, is the new President 
of the American Institute of Architects. 
He succeeds Mr. Glenn Stanton. 


APPOINTMENT AT YALE 


Mk. : PAUL SCHWEIKHER, has _ been 
appointed as Professor of Architecture in 
Yale University. He will become chair- 
man of Yale’s Department of Architecture 
upon the retirement next February of 
Professor George Howe. Mr. Schweikher 
will continue private practice as senior 
partner of the firm of Schweikher and 
Elting, of Chicago. 


YORKS GEORGIAN SOCIETY 


"THERE IS ALWAYS a housing shortage 
and this 1s even apparent with the Georgian 
Society for East Yorkshire, who have again 
compiled a comprehensive list of visits 
they intend to make to buildings of 
historical and architectural interest during 
the summer. 

The society are having great difficulty in 
finding buildings they have not previously 
visited, especially those which are still 
occupied and thus retain the purpose for 
which they were constructed. Despite this 
however, this enterprising society is to 
visit a dozen or so places. 

Their first outing took place on June 27 
to the Mansion House at Doncaster, built 
in 1745, and one of the most handsome 
civic buildings in the country. The 
Corporation plate and regalia were 
displayed. Later in the afternoon the 
members went to Nostell Priory, near 
Wakefield, one of the first great counting 
houses designed by James Raine and con- 
taining one of the best documented col- 


lections of Chippendale furniture in the 
world. 


GEORGIAN MANSION RESTORED 


FYDELL HOUSE, Boston, an early Georgian 
mansion, was reopened on June 15, after 
restoration for use as Pilgrim College 
Boston, an Adult Education Centre of 
Nottingham University. The house is 
believed to have been designed by Henry 
Bell who built the Customs House at 
Kings Lynn. It was saved from demolition 
by the Boston Preservation Trust, who 
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bought it in 1934. The work of restoration 
has been going on intermittently since, 
but damage was caused by a bomb in 
1940. The Earl of Rosse, chairman of the 
Georgian Group, who _ reopened the 
house, said the preservation of the 
building’s shell was only a second best. 
But that small beginning by the Trust in 
1934 had culminated in a soundly con- 
ceived and superbly achieved scheme. 


CHARTERED QS ELECTIONS 


UNDER the Bye-Laws of The Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, half 
the members of the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee retire annually but may offer 
themselves for re-election. The ballot 
for the election of the Committee for the 
Session, 1953-1954 has resulted in the 
election of the following :— 

Metropolitan Section—A. W. Davson, 
FRICS, L. E. Henderson, FRICS, 
William James, FRICS, A. H. Killick, 
FRICS, J. G. Osborne, FRICS, E. P. 
Stewart, FRICS, and M. H. Thackray, 
FRICS. 

Provincial Section—G. D. Walford, 
FRICS,. G. P. Vale, FRICS, J. H. C. 
Mackmin, FRICS, and E. Morley Smith, 
ARICS. 

Professional Associate over the Funior 
Age Limit—K. J. Speakman-Brown, 
ARICS. 

Junior Quantity Surveyor.—J. A. Bridge- 
water, FRICS. 


RICS MAPS EXHIBITION 


THE Roya INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 
SURVEYORS is to continue until July 25 
its exhibition, ‘‘ Five Centuries of Maps 


and Map Making.’’ The exhibition is 
open daily {except Sundays) at 12, Great 
George-street, Westminster. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. STANLEY BraGG, ARIBA, informs us that his 
office at 16, London-road has been moved to 21a, 
London-road, Chelmsford (tel.: 4910). His branch 
office is at Lodge House, The Avenue, Witham (tel. : 
3132). 

Mr. G. K. WarrEN, LRIBA, chartered architect, is 
now practising in Malaya and would appreciate trade 
catalogues, etc. His address is P.O. Box 332, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaya. . 

Mr. S. V. THOMPSON, FRICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, has moved his office to 83, Granby-street, 
Leicester. The telephone number will remain as 
Granby 114. 

Messrs. Myers, Woop AND MArRDALL, quantity 
surveyors, of 13, Gray’s Inn-square, WCl1 (tel.: 
Chancery 8232) announce that Mr. L. W. MYErs, 
FRICS, has retired from the partnership and that the 
practice is being continued from the same address by 
the two remaining partners, MR. J. D. MARDALL, FIAS, 
and Mr. T. E. Woop, FIAS, under the name of 
MARDALL AND WOOD. 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, JULY 3 
POLYTECHNIC REGENT-STREET.—Opening of exhibition 
of work by students of the School of Photography, 
Polytechnic, Regent-street, W1. 5-8 p.m. July 4, 
10 a.m.—6 p.m. ; July 6, 7, 8 and 9, 10 a.m.—8 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JULY 7 


ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.—Special general 
meeting. 66, Portland-place, W1. 11.30 a.m. 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES EMPLOYERS.—Half-yearly general meeting. 
Polygon Hotel, Southampton. Continuing on July 8. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 


CITY AND GUILDs OF LONDON INSTITUTE.—Exhibition 
of Work by Students. Opened at 2.30 p.m. by Sir 
David Eccles, MP, Minister of Works. (Open until 
July 21, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays excepted.) 


CANTERBURY COLLEGE OF ART (SCHOOL OF ARCHI- 
TECTURE).—Annual prize giving and exhibition of work. 
College of Art, St. Peter’s-street, Canterbury. Exhibi- 
tion open on July 9, 10 and 11 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon to be 
followed by film show. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, 
High-street, Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Proposed Swimming Bath, Windsor 


WINDSOR CORPORATION, which in April 
proposed to hold a competition for plans 
for a £55,000 indoor swimming bath, 
has been told by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government that the competi- 
tion should be deferred until the present 
restrictions on capital expenditure are 
relaxed. ‘The Parks Committee has con- 
sequently discussed the possibility of 
providing an open-air swimming bath, at 
a much lower cost, which could be con- 
verted into a closed bath when conditions 
permit. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


LOW-COST HOUSING, NEW ZEALAND. The 
New Zealand Government is offering cash prizes for the 
best design of a lower-cost family home and for ideas in 
housing construction which will lead to lower costs. 
Premiums in the first competition will be £300, £150, £75, 
and four prizes of £25, and in the second will be £100, 
£50, £25, and 20 prizes of £10. Closing date is July 21. 
Conditions from New Zealand House, Strand, London, 
WC2. June 12, 1953. 

OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums: £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 
BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 

HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF.  Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums : £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander, S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, International Hospitals Federation, 10, Old 
Jewry, EC2. January 23, 1953. 

DWELLING ACCOMMODATION, MARINE 
PARADE, DOVER. Promoted by the Dover Corpora- 
tion. Premiums: 1,000 gns., 500 gns., 250 gns., 150 gns., 
75 gns., 50 gns. Assessor: Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, 
CBE, FRIBA, DisTP, MTPI. Closing date : September 
10. Last day for questions : June 15. Conditions from the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Dover. May 22, 1953. 

EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. Pro- 
moted by Sheffield University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pro-Chanceilor, Sheffield University. Con- 
ditions from Secretary to the competition, The University, 
Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions : March 14. 
Closing date : October 31. February 13, 1953. ~ 

OFFICE BUILDING, DUBLIN. Promoted by the 
Dublin Port and Docks Board. Premiums: £700, 
£500, £200, £100. Assessors : Mr. John M. Fairweather, 
P-PRIAI, Mr. Vincent Kelly, BArch, P-PRIAI, FRIBA, 
and Mr. Alfred E. Jones, FRIAI. Closing date : November 
2. Last day for questions : June 2. Conditions from the 
Secretary, Dublin Port and Docks Board, Westmoreland- 
street, Dublin. May 22, 1953. (U.K. architects eligible 
only if practising in Eire). 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competition 
appeared. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, Fuly 2, 1853 


Iron Housss.—The Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Co. are about to establish a 
permanent and efficient staff at Chagres, 
and have taken the initiative by ordering 
the construction of an iron house for their 
superintendent and other officers at that 
port. The edifice is composed almost 
entirely of galvanised sheet iron, and has 
been constructed at the factory of Mr. 
Walker, at Mill Wall, Poplar. It consists 
of two spacious floors, with four large 
rooms on each, and is surrounded by a 
veranda, and there are out-offices as well. 
... At the present moment Mr. Walker’s 
factory presents rather a busy scene, for, 
in addition to the above, he has in course 
of construction thirty-six iron houses for 
the residences of emigrants sent out by 
Government to Australia. 
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BUILDING IN OXFORD 


Help by the Besse Benefaction 


[THE current number of the magazine of 
the Oxford Society gives details of some 
of the academic building either in progress 
or contemplated in Oxford. Work has now 
been completed on the first stage of the 
plans prepared by Mr. Edward Maufe, RA, 
FRIBA, for additions and improvements to 
undergraduate accommodation in Balliol 
College. At Christ Church “ Great Tom,” 
the famous bell, has been given a new iron 
headstock, and it was hoped to swing him 
again at the Coronation. As a _ timber 
licence could not be obtained the College 
has built a new bridge over the River Cher 
in concrete. At Jesus College unexpected 
licencing difficulties have held up improve- 
ments to the Meyricke Library. Similarly 
the fulfilment of plans to extend Keble Col- 
lege under the Besse Benefaction still awaits 
a building licence. On this point “ Oxford” 
states: “ This inability to obtain the essential 
pieces of paper is extremely frustrating, par- 
ticularly in view of the encouraging sounds 
made by high authority over a year ago.” 


At New College further building opera- 
tions have taken place to provide more 
accommodation. The gap which was created 
in Holywell, when the new Library was 
built, has been filled by a suitable and attrac- 
tive building. Altogether 13 new sets of 
rooms have been provided. St. Edmund 
Hall, thanks to its share in the Besse Bene- 
faction, has been enabled to attach to itself 
four substantial houses in the High-street, 
convert them into one building and link 
them with the existing second quadrangle. 


ST. PETER’S HALL 


At St. Peter’s Hall an attractive new stair- 
case, containing four storeys, has also been 
completed with the aid of the Besse Bene- 
faction. The architects are Messrs. Fielding 
Dodd and Stevens. In fact, a Frenchman, 
the late M. Besse, has been mainly respon- 
sible for the greater part of recent building 
operations in the University and Colleges. 


Plans have been made for one large 
library for St. Peter’s Hall on the first floor 
of Linton House. At Wadham College a 
new library and a new Junior Common 
Room have already been completed, and 
it is hoped that the rest of the block, which 
contains accommodation for undergraduates, 
will be finished next October. At Worcester 
College part of the Terrace building over- 
looking the front quadrangle has been re- 
faced in Clipsham stone. 


Of the Ladies Colleges the new building 
at St. Anne’s College is the most important. 
At St. Hilda's College the licences have 
been applied for to put up new buildings 
designed by Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, 
FRIBA. The total cost will be about 
£150,000, but this is for a long-term pro- 
gramme. At St. Hugh’s College temporary 
buildings erected in the garden during the 
war, when the College was requisitioned as 
a militafy hospital, have at last been 
demolished. 


In the City interest is mainly centred on 
questions of preservation. The British 
Electricity Authority yielded to persuasion 
and now links up the national grid direct 
to Cowley without spoiling local amenities. 
It is also hoped in due course to preserve 
Iffley Rectory, some portions of which are 
medieval. The restoration of Bishop King’s 
Palace in St. Aldate’s is regarded as a fine 
example of the work of present day Oxford 
craftsmen.under highly expert guidance. 
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The Sculptor’s Role in the Embellishment 
of Architecture 


. are no doubt among our 
readers some who will get no 
further than the title of this article, and 
who feel that architecture needs no 
embellishment—that if a thing is entirely 
fit for purpose the lily needs no gilding. 

But it is a very utility lily that we are 
concerned with in contemporary archi- 
tecture, and although we cannot yet afford 
to gild it we can et least give full weight 
to the intrinsic possibilities of the materials 
of which it is made. 


Indeed, if the somewhat outdated 
functionalist creed which still makes the 
word ‘‘ embe'lishment’’ suspect had a 
reason for its lack of general acceptance, 
it was perhaps because it ignored the 
equally necessary function of giving visual 
pleasure as well as intellectual satisfaction. 
Architectural adjuncts which are purely 
for decoration—or even for fun—have an 
equally necessary part to play—in meeting 
the needs of those who, quite justifiably, 
demand ornament for ornament’s sake. 


It is therefore a welcome sign that, for 
aesthetic rather than economic reasons 
(for the need for stringent economy 
remains), architects are once more casting 
round for legitimate means of embellishing 
their buildings. Traditionally, these 
means have been brought to a fine art. 
Conversely, the fine arts cannot but 
benefit from a movement, or a revival, 
that by setting them again together in their 
context gives tangible purpose and direc- 
tion to the whole. 


The Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, as noted recently in these pages, 
performed a service out of all proportion 
to the event in demonstrating, at its 
Exhibition of Mural Painting, the possi- 
bilities which lie in active collaboration 
between painters and architects to this 


end: and the excellent results which can 
follow the artist’s being given his head 
under the light, controlling touch of the 
architect, both as designer of the building 
to be decorated and co-ordinator of the 
team who do so. 


The success of the results, however, 
depends directly upon whether the artist 
is prepared to some extent to specialise 
in a technique quite different from that of 
‘‘easel’’ or “‘ studio’”’ painting: this the 
members of the Society of Mural Painters 
have evidently prepared themselves to do. 
With sculpture, however, in which the 
tradition is equally long and impressive 
as architectural embellishment, the posi- 
tion to-day seems less happy ; the architect 
does not always know to whom to turn for 
sculpture which will be truly architectural 
in character and, having made his difficult 
choice of collaborator, is not always certain 
of the effect which his work will have in 
situ or, even more dangerous in these days 
of highly vocal amateur critics, on the 
public! 


For it is nearly always upon the 
sculptor’s work that public venom tends 
to vent itself. If it is not strictly repre- 
sentational, the man in the street asks 
peevishly what it’s meant to be; if it is 
clear what it is meant to be, he says it 
doesn’t look like that—and since con- 
temporary sculpture seems to alternate 
between the abstract (which doesn’t set 
out to look like anything) and the human 
form (which is surrounded by an emotional 
and sentimental hedge of taboos and 
ideals), on the whole a bad time is had by 
all when the sculptor is called in! Nor 
can the result be hidden away in art 
galleries, private collections or other 
homes of lost causes. It remains vulner- 
able for the uncivilised to smear. 





THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, with the towers of the Abbey on the 


left. 


This is one of the new Official Postcards. 


(Crown copyright.) 


In these circumstances it would be 
forgivable if the sculptor concluded that 
the public do not like sculpture at all 
unless it takes the form of a cast from life 
in full colour, but fortunately he still 
keeps trying. 

One speculates on the reasons for the 
sudden break in the continuity of what 
had seemed a steady stream of artist- 
craftsmanship to which the critic refers. 
It is impossible to escape the feeling that 
the Renaissance deliberately brought a 
physical divorce between the arts of 
architecture and of sculpture and painting, 
exemplified by the results of the develop- 
ment of easel painting as opposed to 
fresco. This schism, which has never 
yet been bridged, destroyed the context 
of the related and ancillary arts and put 
control over what should be painted, or 
sculpted, and where it should be placed, 
beyond the reach of the artist. In short, 
it was the beginning of a mass-produced 
and ready-made art whose authors had to 
work in the dark simply because the 
ultimate destination of the work was 
unknown, like the identity of the patron. 

More disastrously, perhaps, the end of 
the Gothic period saw the demise of the 
sculptor whose art was the craftsman’s 
“flourish’’ or signature to mark the 
compleiion of his work and, in his own 
way, his service to God. 


In short, he that shaped and laid the 
stones forming the very fabric of the 
building was generally the sculptor of its 
embellishments—formed in the same 
material and often with the same tools: 
he was not called in afterwards to add or 
apply extraneous “ decorations.”’ 


In this, therefore, seems to lie a clue to 
a way back to that integration of architec- 
ture with the other arts and the possibility 
of allowing sculptors to ‘‘speak for” the 
architect, as master-builder, in adding that 
** flourish ’’—probably best carved in situ 
out of the very material of the building 
itself—in a prearranged conte: t. 


The practical objections and difficulties 
in this are several—notably the difficulties 


of visualising in the studio sculpture 
which is to be viewed at a height, in a 
position and under an incidence of light 
which cannot be simulated or judged 
accurately from models or mock-ups. 
But these are not insuperable: the first 
thing requisite is a clear differentiation 
between sculpture and architectural sculp- 
ture, analogous to the recognition that 
mural painting is not easel painting “‘ blown 
up large.’’ Surely a panel of sculptors 
can be found ready and willing to explore 
and codify what is measurable of these 
practical considerations, so that a special- 
ised technique can be placed at the 
disposal of any architect seeking to 
embellish his work sympathetically and 
truly architecturally? A real, working 
collaboration between two traditionally 
complementary arts could thus be fostered 
—and might well begin at the level of the 
schools of arts and of architecture, wher 
positive interchange of ideas still seems all 
too infrequent. We have no doubt that, 
as with the Mural Paintings Exhibition, 
the RIBA will not be slow to open its 
doors to such an enterprise. 


Bast MARRIOTT. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


TRAINING THE ARCHITECT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—Mr. C. R. Vinycomb’s letter in 
your issue of June 19 is so patently 
naive and inexperienced that it scarcely 
warrants comment, but altruistic con- 
siderations tempt me to labour to improve 
his understanding. 


It is difficult to believe that his innuendo 
that half of the fees go to the assistants 
and half to the principal is intentional. I 
find, as a principal, that once our practice 
passed beyond the point at which my 
partner and I could handle it by ourselves, 
our profit on the work for which we have 
to employ assistants is actually between 
5 and 10 per cent. 


However, even supposing the position 
were more nearly as Mr. Vinycomb would 
appear to imply, it would not be without 
defence. I suspect that your correspon- 
dent is an assistant; if so he might do 
well to pause awhile and count some of his 
blessings. He receives his salary regularly 
and automatically at the end of each month; 
not for him to wait two to three years for 
fees to come in and not to have any real 
certainty that they will, until they lie 
safely in the bank. 


If he has to re-do his work a second time 
he gets paid for it. If he muffs one job 
he can usually find another with little 
trouble. If something he does is faulty 
the boss will put it right—or have to take 
the rap-for it. Not for him to have to 
handle difficult and awkward clients. 
The sun does not always shine ; if clouds 
threaten he shelters behind the principal 
or lightly turns to other fields. Never 
yet have I heard of an assistant sued for 
negligence. 


His income is steady, his taxation is 
steady, he can plan his commitments. 
Not for him an erratic, almost inassessable 
income with income tax in huge lump 
sums leaping into surtax peaks they would 
mever achieve if it were possible to get 
fees in smoothly. Not for him to find the 
capital necessary to pay staff regularly 
during the two-year time lag between 
the receipt of a commission and fees in 
respect of it. 


It is doubtful, however, if he will ever 
appreciate the advantages of his position 
until he starts up on his own. It might 
be asked, Why do I run a practice? I 
do not know, unless it be that I am so 
exhausted by its demands that I have not 
the energy left to break out. 


W. W. J. TRoLiore [LRIBA]. 
14, Sackville-street, W1. 


GETTING TOGETHER 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I think we all agree in principle 
with the suggestion of “‘ Quercus ’”’ 

in his letter published in your issue of 
June 19, but how are we to achieve this ? 
The industry has for some long while 
been condemned as out of date, inefficient 
and going into a decline in production ; 
all contributing to the high cost of present- 
day building. ‘The operatives are con- 
tinually subjected to unfair criticism, 
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especially in connection with reduced 
output. 


I respectfully suggest that the two great- 
est factors responsible for increased costs 
are the absence of information and instruc- 
tions, and the mismanagement of bonus 
schemes. Building costs would be con- 
siderably reduced if only: (1) Architects 
would issue a complete set of drawings 
and details and settle p.c.’s and specialist 
items before signing the contract; and 
(2) the industry would abolish the practice 
of bonusing and all the practices which 
hide behind it. 


Is there any builder who honestly 
disagrees with me? Well, why don’t 
we see to it and get our house in order ? 


W. H. TYRRELL, 
Director, William Willett, Ltd. 
Sloane-square, SW1. 


EFFICIENCY IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of ‘‘ The Builder ’’ 


IR,—I was very pleased to read the 
practical suggestions made by Mr. 
C. H. Kitchin in his article ‘‘ Can’t We 
All Get Together ?”’ in your issue of June 
12. His suggestions are part of a positive 
plan to make the building industry more 
efficient, but I would suggest it is also 
necessary to combat actively the statements 
made by economists, educationists and 
others that “the building industry is the 
most inefficient of all industries.”’ 


This is the kind of very harmful state- 
ment put out by persons on the fringe of 
economics and industrial education, and it 
is obviously based on seeing a few odd men 
leaning on shovels. It would be extremely 
valuable if a small handbook could be 
produced showing by means of diagrams 
how the building industry does operate, 
and from my own company’s point of view, 
the valuable contribution which  sub- 
contractors make in carrying out work both 
efficiently and in the minimum of time. 


I would further add that the British 
Institute of Management does provide 
quite a lot of what Mr. Kitchin requires, 
and many of the lessons learned in de- 
veloping the BIM in the interchange of 
information would be extremely valuable 
to us in the building industry. 

GERARD K. CoopeEr, 
Managing Director, Cooper 
Plumbing Co. Ltd. 


Carlton-road, Nottingham. 


THE LEGAL VALUE OF THE 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S OPINION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—‘‘ Chartered Quantity Surveyor’s’” 


letter (your issue of June 19) is of 
extreme interest, and, in my opinion, 
raises many points of concern to us all. 
There seem to be two alternative cases 
illustrated : 

(1) A quantity surveyor being appointed 
and, through his services, a_ building 
contract being entered into. 

(2) A contract being entered into 
between building owner and contractor 
without a quantity surveyor, or, presum- 
ably, a professional adviser at all. 
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The legal value of a professional adviser’s 
knowledge and opinion is, of course, vastly 
greater in the first instance than in the 
second. If, for example, in the first instance 
the quantity surveyor is the appropriate 
person to issue a certificate, he would also 
be the person to issue the final certificate, 
based on his own final assessment of the 
contract, which must then be met by the 
building owner as a point of law, and is 
enforceable. In this capacity the quan- 
tity surveyor would be acting as a quasi- 
arbitrator. This is fully demonstrated 
in the text books that exist, particularly 
those by the late W. T. Creswell. 


The only right the building owner 
would have is one of action against the 
quantity surveyor for negligence, if it 
could be proved, but he must honour all 
certificates, both interim and final, within 
the specified number of days set out in 
the contract, or, in the absence of any 
specific statement as to the number of 
days, then within a period that the,Court 
would assess as a “ reasonable time.”’ 


Under alternative 2, the building owner 
enters into a contract without a profes- 
sional adviser, and then seeks an opinion as 
to the amount he should pay after receiving 
the builder’s account. At this stage, two 
factors arise : 


(a) The building owner is prepared to 
pay on the quantity surveyor’s advice, but 
the contractor, not being satisfied, pro- 
poses to proceed to Court. What is the 
value of the quantity surveyor’s opinion ? 
The answer must surely be the value a 
Court places on it, and the result of inves- 
tigation, as no doubt the quantity surveyor 
would become the expert witness to the 
building owner. 


(b) The quantity surveyor gives his 
opinion as to the right amount to pay, 
and the building owner objects to pay it. 
Again, the value of the quantity surveyor’s 
opinion can only be assessed if the case 
goes to Court, and it will then be assessed 
by the Court. 


The quantity surveyor’s opinion in 
case (b) may well act adversely against the 
building owner who sought it, if the 
opinion given was known to the con- 
tractor, and he (the contractor) insisted 
on this opinion being given in any action 
as expert evidence. 


In conclusion I would offer these 
views : 

(1) The legal value of a quantity sur- 
veyor’s opinion as far as his duties are 
concerned, if he is named in the contract 
and is known and accepted by all parties, 
is that of a quasi-arbitrator. 


(2) If he is called in after a contract is 
entered into, he can only offer an opinion 
to the party who seeks it, after which the 
legal value of such opinion is that assessed 
by the Court, and he would be regarded 
as an expert witness. 


(3) If, however, the quantity surveyor 
was called in by all parties to settle a dis- | 
pute, then he would act as an arbitrator } 
within the a:thority of the Arbitration | 
Acts. 

F. J. Meexins [FIAS, FIArb.]. 


London. 
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FLATS AT 
CAVENDISH GARDENS, 
CLAPHAM COMMON 


Architect : 
JF. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA 


Builders : 
FREDERICK MARK, LTD. 


UFFICIENT of the rear walls 
and foundations of this war- 
damaged block of flats remained 
to necessitate rebuilding to the 
pre-war plan but in this the 
architect has simplified and, it is 
claimed, improved the elevation to 
Trouville-road by omitting much 
elaborate artificial stonework. 
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The building has been carried 
out in red Leicestershire wire-cut 
bricks and the roof covered with 
red machine-made Berkshire tiles. 


The general contractors for the 
work were Messrs. Frederick Mark, 
Ltd., London, NWuo, and the 


sub-contractors were as follows :— 


Concrete floors, Smith’s Fireproof 
Floors, Ltd.; artificial stonework, 
Tarmac, Ltd.; roofing, Hall and 
Co., Ltd.; lift installation, Bennie 
Lifts, Ltd.; hot water installation, 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd.; 
electrical installation, Noel Scott, 
Ltd. 


Sanitary fittings, John Bolding 
and Sons, Ltd.; fireplace, Broad 
and Co., Ltd.; flooring, Semtex, 
Ltd.; doors, Gliksten Doors, Ltd.; 
ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., 
Ltd.; decorations, Sanderson and 
Sons, Ltd., Thomas Parsons and 
Sons, Ltd., Fleetwood Paints, Ltd.; 
fencing, Horsley Smith and Co. 
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View of the Amstel bridge as it will be when completed. 


THE PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BRIDGE OVER 
THE RIVER AMSTEL, AMSTERDAM. 


A record of a recent visit, bb ROBERT W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA, 
Director, Eastcrn Federation of Building Trades Employers 


IN Amsterdam today there is a continuous 

prestressed _post-tensioned _ concrete 
bridge under construction which may well 
advance this relatively new and ever growing 
technique. We were fortunate during the 
Eastern Federation’s official visit to Holland 
in May to be conducted over the work in 
progress, by Amsterdam’s Chief Public 
Works Engineer, Dr. Ir Jansonnius and Dr. 
Ir A. M. Haas, Director of NV _ Neder- 
landsche Aannneming My v/h Firma H. F. 
Boersma, one of the contracting firms. On 
our arrival on the site Dr. Haas gave a full 
explanation of this remarkable project on 
which his firm are joint contractors with 
Christiani and Nielsen. Prints of certain 
drawings were also made available to us, and 
the pride of the Dutch engineers in this 
bridge was equalled by their desire that 
everyone should benefit from the experi- 
ment. 

The bridge is being built over the 135 
yards wide River Amstel for the Amsterdam 
Municipality, and some preliminary experi- 
ments were conducted on the best and most 
economical form of construction. The 


original proposal was for T section reinforced 
concrete beams, the average being almost 6 
ft. high with a width at the narrowest part 
The rods were to be 40 mm, 


of over 30 in. 





diameter. It was eventually decided to use 
prestressed concrete beams, the average 
measuring less than 5 ft. high with a mini- 
mum width less than one quarter of the alter- 
native reinforced concrete beam. The 
Freyssinet method is being employed with 
cables formed from 12 No. 7 mm. diameter 
wires sheathed in foil, tensioned to 63.5 tons 
per square inch. By this means there will 
be a 15 per cent. saving in the cost of the 
superstructure over the method first con- 
sidered. The total cost of the prestressed 
work is estimated at £100,000. The finished 
bridge will cost about £400,000, 75 per cent. 
being borne by the Government and 25 per 
cent by the Municipality. The work was 
started on January 2 and is due to finish on 
December 1. 


THE DESIGN 


The bridge is of flat arch design and will 
have a clearance of 20 ft. There are two 
main piers already constructed with piling 
some 75 ft. deep. In total some 600 concrete 
piles 15} in, sq. have been used. The 
centre span is 185 ft. with two side spans 
of 113 ft. each, and a further two spanning 
the roads along the Amstel of 95 ft. and 75 
ft. The total width of the bridge will be just 
under 90 ft., comprising a centre lane for 


Plan of the bridge showing access roads. 


fast through traffic of 42 ft., two side lanes 
for slow town traffic of 12 ft., and two foot- 
paths of 7 ft. each. The prestressed beams 
are 75 ft. to 95 ft. long, and temporary 
wooden piers are in position to support them 
before the post-tensioning between units is 
finally accomplished. When this is done the 
temporary piers will be removed. The com- 
plexity of the two sets of cables, within each 
beam and between beams, is shown in the 
drawings with which we were supplied. One 
certainly did not envy them their task. 

The beams are being manufactured on the 
site. In all there will be 107 beams, two 
experimental beams, plus seven sets of 15 
placed longitudinally. These will be con- 
nected by transverse girders forming together 
a grid framework. Each beam takes five days 
to manufacture and place in position, and 
one is produced daily. 

We saw shuttering being fixed for one of 
the biggest beams for the central section. 
This beam was 95 ft. long and over 9 ft. 
high at the peak. It weighed about 60 tons. 
When the concrete has been poured, steam 
curing is employed after three hours. In 
four hours the temperature is raised from 
10 deg. C. to 60 deg. C., then maintained at 
this level for a further four hours, after 
which eight hours are given for cooling. At 
24 hours the concrete strength is 3.554 
Ibs./in* and after 28 days 6,400 lbs./in’. The 
mix for the concrete to the nearest unit is 
112 lbs. of grade A Portland cement, 123 
Ibs. sand, 246 lbs. gravel (from the Rhine), 
with 32 gallons of water. The water, 
cement ratio is approximately .4. Test 
cubes are taken several times a day and tested 
on the site. 
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Photo: D. Lockhart. 
Preliminary work on location of beam cables. 


Perhaps the most fascinating feature of 
the work is the placing of the beams; these 
are cleared and placed almost as soon as 
manufactured. There is certainly no stock 
piling. The site for preparing the beams is 
very close to the river and only a road has 
to be negotiated. Rails are laid, and the 
beams when ready are already in position 
for movement to the water side. The road 
is then closed, and slowly and carefully the 
beam is moved to within reach of two float- 
ing cranes, linked by girders, on which the 
beam is placed. The cranes are then moved 
out into the river and the beam floated down 
to the bridge where it is hoisted into posi- 
tion. Although this interesting work was 
not being carried out during our visit, we 
went out in a launch to examine the per- 
manent and temporary piers and the beams 
already in place. 

As we left the Chief Engineer and the 
contractors we expressed the hope that one 
day we might travel over this remarkable 
bridge. It will certainly fulfil a great need 
since it will carry the main Amsterdam/ 
Utrecht road. This was an example of en- 
gineering skill that will long be remembered, 
and the visit was among the most profitable 
and enjoyable of our tour. 


Photo: A. R. Seward. 
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Photo: A. E. De:bcrough. 
Removing shuttering from a beam. 


Location of central beams in relation to permanent concrete piers 
(in foreground and background). 


Photo : D. Lockhart. 
The two floating cranes transporting beams. 








CPRE ACTIVITY 


Preservation of the Peak 


THE ATTACK on the beauty of the 
countryside continues unabated. Its 
intensity in one of the loveliest areas is 
recorded in the twenty-second annual 
report of the executive of the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural England, 
Sheffield and Peak District Branch, which 
tells of opposition to encroachment for 
housing purposes on Sheffield’s Green 
Belt, to large new quarries in the National 
Park, to the revival of the proposed 
“* Bakewell By-pass,’’ which would irre- 
trievably mar the appearance of this 
historic area, to proposals to raise the 
Howden Dam, which would imperil by 
flooding an impressive countryside, and 
to industrial defacements of various kinds. 
All this work means a great strain on the 
resources of the branch, which appeals 
for new subscribers. Those who would 
like to help this splendid work should 
write to the CPRE, Endcliffe Vale House, 
Sheffield, 10. 


Sir Patrick ABERCROMBIE, FRIBA, 
addressing the annual meeting of the 
Branch at Grindleford, Derbyshire, on 
June 13, urged deletion from planning 
legislation of the principle that agriculture 
does not represent development of land. 

The principle, he said, had been insisted 
upon by Mr. Silkin, when Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, who did 
not favour a development charge on 
improvement to farm land. Now that 
the charge had gone all county and local 
authority development plans should be 
revised because, in the unannotated form 
in which agricultural land was indicated 
on the map, such land appeared ripe for 
some other use. 


Lorp CHOoRLEY, president of the branch, 
described the Peak Park Planning Board 
as the only park board making a genuine 
attempt to carry out the provisions of the 
National Parks Act in spirit and letter. 





PLANNING APPOINTMENT 


Mr. R. W. Jerrorp, Bristol’s deputy 
City Planning Officer, has been appointed 
chairman of the South-Western branch of 
the Town Planning Institute. This carries 
with it a seat on the National Council of 
the Institute. 
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Entrance to the display of the Architect’s Department. 


DESIGNING FOR A PUBLIC AUTHORITY 
THE WORK OF DERBY’S ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT 


MPPHE work undertaken by Derby County 

Borough Architect’s Department, under 
the supervision of Mr. Thomas W. East, 
FRIBA, Borough Architect, was displayed 
in a comprehensive exhibition held recently 
to demonstrate how the Corporation’s 11 de- 
partments operate. 

The stand was designed to _ illustrate 
various types of present-day materials used 
in the construction of houses, schools and 
other municipal buildings, and by means of 
an illustrated frieze an idea was given of 
other services performed in connection with 
various types of buildings. The Architect- 
in-charge of the exhibition arrangement was 
Mr. D. E. Johnstone, ARIBA; the Assistant 
Architect responsible for the continuous 
illustrated frieze was Mr. B. J. M. Evans, 
ARIBA, and the Assistant Architect respon- 


sible for the perspective drawings on the 
front of the stand was Mr. M. C. Stockdale. 
Following is a list of firms associated with 
the Borough Architect’s stand:— 


Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd., Granwood floor: 
Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., Accotile and cork floor; 
Wm. Briggs & Sons, Ltd., roof decking; East Mid- 
jands Electricity Board, wiring and lighting fittings; 
Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., wall boards; Merchant 
Trading Co., Ltd., Unitex insulation board; Pilkington 
Bros., Ltd., glass; Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., light- 


ing fittings; Cox Bros. & Co. (Derby), Ltd., lead 
paints; Joseph Mason & Co., Ltd., emulsion 
paints; Vic Hallam (Contractors), Ltd., supply of 


timber and scale model of insulated floor. 

Ford & Weston, Ltd., timber; George Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., model of pair of ‘* No-Fines ’’ houses; 
Unity Structures, Ltd., model of pair of ‘‘ Unity ”’ 
houses; Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., door and 
window frames; Wilkins Ellis & Co., wallpaper; Evans 
Bros. (Concrete), Ltd., concrete goods; Derby Cor- 
poration Building Department, loan of timber and 
erection of stand; Derby Corporation Parks Depart- 
ment, floral decorations; Derby School of Art, loan of 
statuette. 





Part of the exhibit devoted to housing. 
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Housing Medal Awards, 1953 
CEREMONY AT RIBA 
a were made by the Minister 


of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, MP, on _ the 
recommendation of the Regional Awards 
Committee, for the best housing schemes 
submitted for adjudication and completed 
during 1952, at the RIBA, 66, Portland- 
place, W1, on June 25. 

The President, Mr. HowarpD RoBERT- 
son, MC, ARA, who was in the chair, 
said that this was the fourth occasion when 
the medals and diplomas presented by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment had been distributed in this hall. 
These medals and diplomas were for local 
authority urban and rural housing work 
of high quality. He believed there were 
294 schemes examined this year, which 
was about 19 more than in 1952. The 
Minister was, he thought, proud of his 
architectural children who were showing 
signs of such high quality. 

The Minister then presented the medals 
and diplomas to the prize winners. Ina 
subsequent address, Mr. MAcMILLAN 
said that the awards had now established 
themselves, being in their fourth year, 
as part of the architectural life of that 
immense effort that filled so much of our 
thoughts to-day—the housing of our 
people. It was a particular pleasure to 
see that some authorities were appearing 
for the second, and some for the third 
time—Coventry, Abingdon, Brackley, 
Epping, and Crawley Development Cor- 
poration. Of architects who had been 
successful before, one, Mr. T. R. Bate- 
man, had won in three out of four years—a 
great record. 

“Tt is also interesting,’ added the 
Minister, ‘“‘ to see the great range and 
variety of project, from quite small 
schemes of domestic and village types, 
to the great modern flats such as the 
winning design of Churchill-Gardens in 
the City of Westminster. I was glad also 
to see that new methods, such as in the 
great Liverpool scheme, can be and are 
being combined with designs which won 
the approval of artists. All that, I take 
it, is of great encouragement, when we 
look back upon some of the perhaps less 
successful efforts of mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury work: it is good that these great 
schemes, big and small, are capable of 
and are being designed with a view to 
beauty as well as to utility. 


ECONOMY AND DESIGN 


““ By a fortunate chance, good design and 
the needs of economy very often go together. 
It is by the skill of the design that we have 
been able to achieve getting more results from 

_the same amount of material ; and we have 
always before us, in the constricted and 
delicately poised economy of this country, 
the need to get the maximum result without 
putting too great a strain upon the economy 
of the whole nation.” 

When he took over some eighteen months 
ago, said the Minister, he was told the short- 
age of steel would bring almost everything to 
an end. We somehow got through the steel 
allocation. Now we were putting a test upon 
bricks and cement, which were being used 
absolutely to the full. We were living in a 
critical period ; in the next few months there 
would certainly be difficulties—there were 
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already—but he thought we should get 
through. There were also certain alleviations 
which they had been able to make, and 
spheres of productivity which they had been 
able to draw in. “ But there will be always 
some trouble,” said the Minister; ‘‘ the 
long standing one is to get the best results 
without waste, and the new need, of which 
the public is becoming more and more aware, 
is to get a sense of space by as skilful design 
as can be done without wasting the precious 
land of this country. 


ENTERPRISE IN HOUSING 


“All this period of seven years since the 
war has been a period such as we are cele- 
brating to-day, where the local authorities 
and the architects employed by them are 
those responsible and the people charged with 
the character of what our successors will 
inherit. There now comes, and rightly, in 
my view, a new element into the house building 
effort, and that is the growing part that so- 
called private enterprise—by that I mean the 
houses built by private individuals for them- 
selves, or by builders to sell to individuals— 
in the total. Here is an opportunity, in a 
proper alliance—for there is no_ rivalry 
between these two methods—where an 
immense benefit can be given to develop 
to the same standards of high art and skill 
in the private sphere, as we are achieving 
in the public sphere. A great responsibility 
lies upon us to try to get that, and you, Mr. 
President, and your colleagues have a great 
opportunity, and so too have the local authori- 
ties, for they can help, not so much by 
control—I am not too fond of doing things by 
order, by planning control—but much more 
by the help and useful advice which they can 
give to private developers, be they individuals 
or firms developing as a whole.” 

In conclusion the Minister said : ‘‘ Those 
of us who have been fortunate enough to live 
in beautiful surroundings, to have been 
brought up in them, or at school in beautiful 
surroundings, only know, I think in later life, 
what we owe to that daily advantage of living 
in that kind of surroundings. Well, the 
movement goes on: we are building more 
and more houses, both to let and to sell. 
We are going to build factories and fire 
stations, we are going to build in every 
sphere. We build a lot of schools, too! 
As far as I can see, for generations, for all time 
ahead, there is in the building industry an 
immense and expanding sphere of operation.”’ 


VOTE OF THANKS 


ALD. CHARLES RussELL, CVO, JP (Mayor 
of Westminster), in proposing a vote of 
thanks, said that after the war, Westminster 
were very anxious to produce the very finest 
results possible, and therefore the City 
Council opened a competition, open to the 
world, to qualified architects, won by Messrs. 
Powell and Moya. The fact that it was won 
in a competition went to show that it was not 
surprising that to-day the project had earned 
one of the medals and awards. It had already 
received the award of the RIBA for 1950, 
and a Festival Medal last year. As chairman 
of Westminster Council Housing Committee, 
he (the speaker), had had the opportunity of 
going round and seeing many _ schemes, 
naturally most of them in London. He had been 
particularly impressed by their variety : some 
he had liked, some he had not liked, but he 
thought that the most impressive thing was 
that we had got away from the idea that one 
could go to a place and say ‘‘ Well, of course 
that is a municipal scheme: nobody but a 
municipality would put up anything like 
that.”” Westminster had introduced private 
architects, some boroughs had _ used their 
own architects, but, toking it all round, there 
was a very interesting variety of development. 

Mr. J. F. H. Matruews (Chairman, 
Windsor RDC) seconded. 
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“ Majesty and Gaiety”’ 


THE WORK AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY 


Now that the Queen is crowned, and the 

tumult and the shouting dies, we may 
look more carefully at the work so success- 
fully carried out at Westminster Abbey— 
focal point spiritually and physically of the 
events of June 2. Architecturally, also, in- 
terest chiefly centred round the Abbey—in 
the design and erection of the temporary 
Annexe at the west end, and in the temporary 
adaptation of its ancient structure to the 
purpose of a “theatre” in which nearly 
7,500 persons were accommodated during 
the ceremony of Coronation. 


It is within common knowledge that, a 
year ago, there was some questioning of the 
proposal to erect a structure costing in the 
region of £50,000, intended (rehearsals apart) 
for a single day, but it is a fact that ever 
since William IV’s coronation in 1831 an 
Annexe has been found essential to provide 
both a hall for the grand procession to 
assemble and also robing and retiring rooms 
for those taking part in the ceremony. Those 
who witnessed the procession on June 2, 
1953. either in actuality or on television, 
can be neither in doubt that the decision was 
wise nor that the Annexe building and the 
work in the Abbey were of very high imagin- 
ative quality, for which the Chief Architect’s 
Division of the Ministry of Works—for- 
tunate in having in Sir David Eccles a 
Minister of taste, acumen and energy—can 
take full credit. 


THE DESIGN THEME 


To take the Annexe extension first, an 
obvious question to be decided was the 
architectural style—whether to introduce a 
Gothic flavour (as was done for King George 
VI’s coronation in 1937—see Fig. 1) or to 
strike a contemporary note in keeping with 
the occasion and in consonance with the 
stands and decorations in the vicinity of 
Parliament Square. Few will disagree that 


Fiz. 1—THE 1937 CORONATION ANNEXE, designed by Sir Fames Grey 
then Chief Architect MoW. 


the decision to be contemporary has been 
abundantly shown to be right, and in this 
event the criticism made by some that the 
structure might have been even more 
advanced has not been sustained. Abbey, 
Annexe and ceremonial stands were welded 
together in a harmonious and colourful 
unity. The object of the architectural exer- 
cise—described by Sir David Eccles as 
“* Majesty and Gaiety ’—was achieved. 


ORGANISATION OF THE WORK 


This work differed from the ordinary in 
that it allowed no delay in completion; what 
was not completed by June 2 was of no use. 
The organisational part of the work re- 
seived special emphasis, for the whole of 
it, with all its detailed design and construc- 
tion, was carried out in 12 months. Of 
this, Mr. Eric Bedford, CVO, ARIBA, 
Chief Architect to the Ministry of Works 
(who, with Mr. William S. Bryant, MBE, 
ARIBA, as senior architect in charge) was 
responsible for the design and supervision, 
writes: “I think it is true to say that all 
the work we set out to do was completed 
by the day; it is one of tre finest examples 
of co-operation between the architect, en- 
gineer, contractor and workmen, and in- 
cluded all who have worked on this most 
enjoyable job.” 


The Annexe 


The purpose of the Annexe, as stated, was 
to provide accommodation for the reception 
of the Queen by the Earl Marshal, and for 
the Peers. A large assembly space was 
required for the formation of the procession, 
with facilities for robing and refreshments. 
The Annexe was required to adjoin the west 
door of the Abbey on a restricted site 
surrounded by buildings. The site presented 
a good many difficulties owing to its shape, 
the proximity of buildings, and the presence 





est, FRIBA, 








of trees which must be preserved. Space 
had to be left between the Annexe and the 
Westminster School Memorial for the Royal 
coach to pass into Dean’s Yard. 


The form of structure employed was, of 
course, only sufficient to give the protection 
demanded of a temporary building. The 
general form was one of light tubular steel 
frame, asbestos and felt roof, w th timber and 
hardboard cladding to walls. The lines of the 
design, rather severe in form, were relieved by 
the liberal use of colour and sculpture; the 
sculptures included the ten Queen’s Beasts. 
the Royal Coat of Arms, and Dominion and 
Colonial emblems. 

The building (see plan, Fig. 2) divided 
itself into three elements—entrance, hall, 
and ancillary rooms—all being reflected in 
the elevational treatment. The entrance 
formed the focal point of the plan, and the 
structure was designed to give the necessary 
emphasis in the elevation. As the arrival 
and departure point of the Queen, it was 
essential to give the best view from as many 
vantage points as possible, and to achieve 
this the north screen wall was set back to 
give the entrance prominence; furiher 
emphasis was achieved by the brilliance of 
the Coat of Arms sheltering beneath the 


roof. Adequate natural lighting at the 
entrance was provided by a transparent 
canopy. 


The hall itself was expressed in elevation 
by the large mullioned, semi-transparent 
window at the western end, the lights being 
etched with conventional motifs to break up 
the large expanse presented to viewers inside 
and outside the building. At the foot of the 
window externally were the Queen’s Beasts. 


Erection of the structure of the Annexe 
commenced at the beginning of January and 
the building was completed in five months. 
The whole of the structure enabled the steel- 
work and roof to be used as an umbrella 
for the following trades, and also as a load- 
ing dock for materials going into the Abbey. 
No difficulties were encountered with the 
erection of the Annexe, the whole work 
being carried out to programme, and within 
normal building hours. 


There were some special features of the 
colours used in the internal finishings. The 
proportions of the vestibule allowed for the 
introduction of a strong ceiling colour, 
always bearing in mind the large amount of 
colour that would be introduced on Corona- 
tion Day itself. Adequate natural lighting 
to the vestibule demanded a generous ceiling 
height, and the success of this is shown by 
the results. The ceiling was poppy red, broken 
up by a pattern of ivory and gold stars 
interspersed with the flush electrical light fit- 
tings. The lighter blue carpet was carried 
through from the Abbey Nave to the Royal 
Entrance, giving continuity of colour, the 
whole idea being to provide a_ simple, 
straightforward background to the brilliant 
ceremonial procession. The walls were car- 
ried out in oyster satin. The small ret‘ring 
rooms adjoining the vestibule were carpeted 
in gold, with white satin walls and dark 
Wedgwood-blue ceiling relieved by a snow- 
flake pattern. 


The Abbey 


Requirements within the Abbey: The 
accommodation in 1953 was to be the same 
as 1937, as the maximum seating was pro- 
vided in that year. Record drawings of the 
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work then carried | 
out were available, 
and this resulted in a 
great saving of 
drawing work; only 
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the work into line 
with 1953 additional 
items, such as tele- 
vision and_ colour 
films, were  mneces- 
sary. It was, how- 
ever, necessary to 
carry out a _ check 
survey to make cer- 
tain that no altera- 
tions had _ taken 
place in the inter- 
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vening time which 
would affect the 
structure. This sur- 
vey commenced in 
November, 1952, and 
work started in the 
Nave on December 
1, preparing founda- 
tions. This gave six 
months in which to 
prepare, fabricate 
and erect some 400 
tons of steel, deck 
with timber and fur- 
nish with fabric. The 
whole work’ was 
carefully planned 
and programmed to 
allow a continuous 
operation from be- 
ginning to end, com- 
mencing first with 
the protection of the 
fabric and statues 
within the Abbey, 
following with the 
baulk timber and 
grillage foundations 
for the stanchions 
and erection of the prefabricated built-up 
steel rakers for the galleries. The cladding 
with timber decking and timber frontals 
followed in sequence, the whole operation 
starting west of the screen in the Nave 
towards the West Window and ending by 
similar operations in the Choir and north 
and south transepts. The programme of 
erecting steel was finally improved and 
the whole of this part of the work was com- 
pleted in a matter of two months. 


In preparing the decking, seating, handrails 
and various cubicles, some 400 standards of 
timber were employed, and the whole of this 
part of the work was completed some two 
months after erection of steel. 


Problems: Perhaps the greatest problem 
in 1952 was the question of lighting for the 
purpose of colour film. The intensity of 
light required for the purpose naturally had 
its effect on the colours to be employed in 
the decoration, and many experiments were 
carried out, not only for the purpose of 
giving adequate light for colour film but also 
to determine the final colours to be used in 
the fabrics and carpet. The problem of 
lighting and the extra heat caused by higher 
lighting intensities introduced the question 
of ventilation, and additional extract plant 
was installed to meet this situation. 


Special Difficulty: The flooding of the 
sawmills in the Thames estuary during the 
January gales caused the loss of a great deal 
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Fig. 2—Plan of the Coronation Annexe. 


of prepared timber; this involved special 
effort to regain lost ground. 

Decoration: As in all the external decora- 
tion, 11 was remembered that on this occasion 
it was to be the Coronation of a Queen, and 
the delicacy of the fabric designs and 
furnishings was always kept in mind. Ths 
idea is well expressed by the frontal design 
by Robert Goodden, carried out in gold on 
a blue background, using the Crown, motifs 
of national floral emblems and oak leaves, 
and also in gold damask for the Royal 
Gallery; and the gold cord and fringe 
finishings gave an added note of refinement 
with a traditional feeling. The simple two- 
colour effect of the blue and gold produced 
a variety of colour at the different levels. 


The carpet to the Nave was in two tones 
of blue, and that of the theatre, under the 
lighting, was a rich gold. A neutral back- 
ground was provided by the coverings to the 
underside of the galleries. 


This, then, is the story of the Abbey as 
prepared for the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II. It is the loyal wish of her 
subjects that many decades may pass before 
Westminster again becomes the scene of 
Coronation. When that time does come, we 
may hope that a solution to the architectural 
problems as direct, imaginative and colourful 
will be found by the designers of the time. 


ne Firms associated in this work are listed on 
page 24. 
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Photographs taken jor ** Lhe Builder” by Syduey Newbery. 


General aerial view, showing the West Window and Royal Entrance to Annexe. 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY AND CORONATION ANNEXE 


Chief Architzct, Ministry of Works : Senior Architect in Charge : 
ERIC BEDFORD, CVO, ARIBA WILLIAM S. BRYANT, MBE, ARIBA 
Sculptor : JAMES WOODFORD, RA Contractors: JOHN MOWLEM AND CO., LTD. 
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THE ANNEXE 


Above : View of Royal entrance and external 
view of vestibule, 


Left : Detail of Foyal entrance doors, showing 

gold insignia on ivory leather, and National 

and Commonwealth floral emblems in gold on 
the scarlet architrave. 
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THE ANNEXE : Detail of the Royal entrance. The Royal Arms sculpted by Fames Woodford, RA. 
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THE ANNEXE: View of West Window lighting the vestibule. In front are the Qucen’s Beasts, sculpted by James 

Woodford, RA, as are the arms and emblems of the Commonwealth Nations and countries. The Beasts are: The 

Lion of England, the Unicorn of Scotland, the Falcon of the Plantagenets, the Griffin of Edward ITI, the Bull of 

Clarence, the White Lion of Mortimer, the Greyhound and the Dragon of the Tudors, the Yale of the Beauforts 
and the White Horse of Hanover. 
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THE ANNEXE 


Above : Interior view of vestibule looking 
towards the West Door of the Abbey. 


Right : Detail of the vestibule looking to the 
West Window. 
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Above : View of Abbey Nave looking east towards Theatre. 


Below : View of frontal showing chairs of Royal Dukes, and staircase leading 
to the Royal Gallery. The tapestry was designed by Robert Goodden, ARIBA. 
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THE ABBEY : View looking towards Theatre from Nave, showing the Coronation Chair, Homage Chair, and 
Chair of Estate. 
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A HOUSE IN THE SURREY WOODS 


JF. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS house is built on wooded Crown Land 
where the site is large enough to permit the 

use uf Western cedar shingle roofing. The house 
was designed to be completed in three parts. The 
first part was limited to approximately 1,000 sq. ft. in 
area and included only two bedrooms, though of good 
proportions. The second part, recently completed, 
addeg- two more bedrooms, a dining-room and a garage 
and brings the house alone to a total area of 1,500 sq. 
ft. ” A future addition will provide an extension to 
tke entrance hall and an open porch. The total area 
of the house, measured within the external walls will, 
when finally completed, be approximately 1,620 sq. ft. 
The contractors were Messrs. Durnfords, Ltd., of 
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THE ANNEXE : View of West Window lighting the vestibule. In front are the Queen’s Beasts, sculpted by James 

Woodford, RA, as are the arms and emblems of the Commonwealth Nations and countries. The Beasts are: The 

Lion of England, the Unicorn of Scotland, the Falcon of the Plantagenets, the Griffin of Edward III, the Bull of 

Clarence, the White Lion of Mortimer, the Greyhound and the Dragon of the Tudors, the Yale of the Beauforts 
and the White Horse of Hanover. 
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THE ANNEXE 


Above : Interior view of vestibule looking 
towards the West Door of the Abbey. 


Right : Detail of the vestibule looking to the 
West Window. 
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Above : View of Abbey Nave looking east towards Theatre. 


View of frontal showing chairs of Royal Dukes, and staircase leading 
A 7 » . 


to the Royal Gallery. The tapestry was designed by Robert Goodden, ARIBA. 
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THE ABBEY : View looking towards Theatre from Nave, showing the Coronation Chair, Homage Chair, and 
Chair of Estate. 
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A HOUSE IN THE SURREY WOODS 


fF. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 
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usé Western cedar shingle roofing. ‘The house = 
was designed to be completed in three parts. The Ea i. 
first part was limited to approximately 1,000 sq. ft. in %; 
area and included only two bedrooms, though of good . = 
proportions. The second part, recently completed, ' a Lut 
added two more bedrooms, a dining-room and a garage 
and brings the house alone to a total area of 1,500 sq. Cc non = cay 
ft \ future addition will provide an extension to = os —_ 
the entrance hall and an open porch. ‘The total area : - = 
of the house, measured within the external walls will 
when finally completed, be approximately 1,620 sq. ft. 
ontractors were Messrs. Durnfords, Ltd., of 
( 
> —_-— ty — t > — 
eR a oe oo 
Cy iJ 
u a | 
j t & QOG. 
+ r ji oe 
if SS 5 sd SSS Ee Yacom a 
{ ——~ts ca cy 1 ae ‘ ee 
} iF YT ‘ =) =) I —— mr) ae un | 
. - ad Ju} 
- t — \ ‘co olin 
e 









July 3 1953 








bests 
KAO 


Ps 


tates s 


es 





a ee 


5 ebaae. 








bee 
seks 


aN 


ERE: 





















1953 


ieee a Oe re a 


Be 
Be 
a 








Meare oe 


july 3 1953 


THE BUILDER 
| 


Planning of Building Operations 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ MEMORANDUM 


The Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors has 
prepared the following memorandum on the 
Planning of Building Operations. The 
memorandum was approved by a Council of 
the RICS on May 4. 


Vi UCH has been said and written in recent 
. years about increasing building pro- 
ductivity and reducing building costs; and 
it is universally agreed that the forward plan- 
ning of building operations (“ pre-planning ”) 
is an important means of achieving those 
ends. Yet, in spite of the reports of the 
Simon Committee on the placing and man- 
agement of building contracts, the building 
industry working party, the Anglo-American 
building productivity team and “ The Build- 
ing Owner and Planning in Advance” (a 
joint statement published as a consequence 
of those reports by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers), pre- 
planning is too often dismissed as a counsel 
of perfection, an ideal beyond practical at- 
tainment, and it remains the exception rather 
than the rule. Quantity surveyors know only 
too well that this is so; and strong feelings 
about it were expressed at a large meeting in 
the summer of 1952 attended by chartered 
quantity surveyors from all parts of the 
country. 

British building owners are still too often 
hypnotised by the fallacy that the sooner 
building operations are begun the sooner 
they will be finished. In fact, the opposite 
is nearer the truth. The RIBA joint state- 
ment explains that, within reason, the longer 
the time that is spent in the preparation of a 
building project, the more speedily will the 
work be done; and that as time spent in con- 
struction is more costly than time spent in 
preparing for it, money is likely to be saved 
rather than wasted by thorough preliminary 
planning. 

These sentiments are wholeheartedly en- 
dorsed by quantity surveyors who are too 
often called upon to prepare the bill of 
guantities in an impossibly short time because 
of demands that building operations shal! be- 
gin at an impossibly early date. They would 
remind the promoters of building projects 
who are impatient for early occupation or 
for an early flow of revenue from their new 
buildings, that speed in finishing operations, 
not in beginning them, is the important 
thing; and that time spent in forward plan- 
ning will more than repay itself in delays 
prevented and money saved. 

Proper planning, moreover, assists com- 
petitive tendering and prevents waste of man- 
power and materials; it facilitates the settle- 
ment of builders’ accounts and so helps to 
reduce the amount of idle money in the 
building industry, stated by one of its leaders 
to be in the region of £100,000,000. 

Inadequate planning, on the other hand, 
is a fruitful source of afterthoughts and 
variations from the contract. Quantity sur- 
veyors often reflect ruefully that their own 
skill-in measuring variations may at times 
be a temptation to ignore the preparatory 
work which will avoid the necessity for them. 
Variations are costly to the building owner; 
the quantity surveyor dislikes them and they 
call for additional professional services (and 
therefore expense to the client) which could 
largely be avoided. The fewer variations, 
indeed, the better for everybody. 

Why, then, in spite of its acknowledged 


advantages, is forward planning not practised 
as it should be? The Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee of the Royal Institution has 
carried out a series of inquiries in the hope 
of finding an answer to this question. 

The licensing system for building works 
has been named as an obstacle to forward 
planning, but investigations have shown that 
the accusation is not necessarily true. In 
that connection the following extracts from 
the official “ Notes for the Guidance of 
Applicants for Building Licences ” are worth 
quoting : — 

“15. Applications should in all cases 
be made at the earliest possible date after 

the decision to undertake the work. .. . 


_ 16. If applicants wish for advice regard- 
ing the probability of obtaining a licence 
before making formal application, the 
licensing officer or regional controller of 
the sponsoring department is available for 
consultation either by letter or by inter- 
view.” 

If this offer were more widely used and 
acted upon, the licensing system could not, 
in theory at any rate, be said to hinder for- 
ward planning; but the result of inquiries 
suggests that, especially in the case of larger 
schemes, the public is not making as much 
use as it might of the facilities for prelimin- 
ary advice about licences. 

These facilities are freely offered and they 
should be used, even at the risk of embar- 
rassing licensing authorities, whose difficul- 
ties in forecasting events likely to affect the 
grant of a licence 12 months later may well 
be considerable. Moreover, a sponsoring 
department, when required to back an appli- 
cation for a licence, should be ready to help 
in providing facilities for preliminary advice. 

It is suggested. moreover, that whatever can 
be done to encourage early application for 
building licences should, in the end, assist 
the Government in the administration of its 
capital investment programme. 

It is of the highest importance that the 
period between approval in principle of an 
application and the grant of the licence 
should be long enough to allow for the pre- 
paration of full working drawings, bills of 
quantities and the other documents which 
must accompany the invitation to tender 
For a large contract, say of £1,000,000, 12 
months would not be too long. 

It sometimes happens that an application 
for a licence meets with a succession of re- 
fusals followed by an unexpected approval 
on condition that so much money is spent 
within a certain time. A condition of that 
kind is certain to encroach upon the period 
which should be allowed for preparatory 
work, 

An application for a licence should be 
granted either in full or not at all. Licensing 
of part of a building project leaves the 
applicant in a state of uncertainty about the 
prospects of the remainder; under such con- 
ditions the need for preparatory planning is 
apt to be forgotten or ignored. 

As‘ regards Government or Government- 
subsidised building the Committee is assured, 
as a result of the inquiries which it has made, 
that the system of financial control required 
by Parliament is not, if operated efficiently, 
an obstacle to forward planning. _ 

But preparatory work on building opera- 
tions for defence may be gravely impaired 
by sudden changes in requirements, whether 
because of international events, political or 
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strategic developments, scientific discoveries 
or the other i factors which, of 
necessity, dominate the rearmament scene. 

In the case of some Government-subsidised 
building, especially local authority flats, the 
control of cost by the fixing of ceiling prices 
based on undisclosed instructions to civil 
servants (and the “abnormals” which are 
taken into account when arriving at the ceil- 
ing price) does not help preparatory work in 
a building project. If the application of the 
ceiling price shows the tender to be too high, 
a call for reduction estimates follows. A 
full review of the drawings and specification 
must then usually be begun de novo. It 
should not be impossible to find a less round- 
about system of control. 

In the years behind us, shortage of build- 
ing materials has been a serious obstacle to 
forward planning. Improved supplies and 
better distribution will, it is to be hoped, 
largely remove this obstacle. 

Delays caused by town and country plan- 
ning requirements and (in the case of factory 
buildings) industrial development certificates, 
were outside the scope of the investigation 
on which this memorandum is based. It 
may be relevant, nevertheless, to recall that 
local authority building owners are officially 
urged to ensure the selection and approval 
of sites up to three years before building is 
expected to begin. The moral seems to be 
that other classes of building owners shouid 
be similarly encouraged to allow sufficient 
time for the planning of their projects. 

Yet when all these obstacles to pre-plan- 
ning have been considered, there remain those 
building owners who insist upon a too early 
beginning of operations, or are vague about 
their wishes, or indulge in afterthoughts, or 
fail in other ways to realise the importance 
of pre-planning in their own interests. They 
and their professional advisers are asked in 
all earnestness to read and to act upon “ The 
Building Owner and Planning in Advance,” 
published by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. It is an admir- 
able statement which deserves more attention 
than it appears to have received. 


SUMMARY 
REASONS FOR PRE-PLANNING 

(1) To avoid delay in the completion of 
contracts. 

(2) To promote proper competitive ten- 
dering. 

(3) To avoid waste of manpower and 
materials. 

(4) To enable final accounts to be settled 
quickly. 

(5) To avoid unnecessary variations and 
so obviate unproductive quantity surveying 
services and the payment of additional fees. 


REMOVAL OF OBSTACLES 
(1) Licensing 

(a) Early application for preliminary ad- 
vice on whether licence will be granted. 

(b) Period between approval in principle 
of application and granting of licence to be 
long enough to allow ample time for prepara- 
tion of full working drawings and the bills 
of quantities. 

(c) After repeated refusal of a licence, a 
subsequent approval should not be condi- 
tional on an immediate start being made to 
the work, but should still allow sufficient 
time for preparation. 

(d) Licences should be granted in full and 
not in parts. 

(2) Ministerial Cost Control: For local 
authority flats 


some method of control, 
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other than by fixing a ceiling price and 
“ abnormals ” should be found in order to 
avoid reduction estimates. 


(3) Early Approval of Sites: Private build- 
ing owners, like acquiring authorities, should 
be encouraged and enabled to obtain town 
planning approval for their proposals at an 
early stage, so that planning of the building 
operations can proceed immediately on the 
promise of a licence being given. 


ROYALTY AND THE 
RAILWAY 


A London Exhibition 


CORONATION Year exhibition» 

recording a century of royal railway 
travel, was recently opened at Battersea 
Wharf Station, London. Four coaches 
built for royal use are on view, the earliest 
being Queen Adelaide’s, dating from 1842. 
This consists of three separate small com- 
partments, and to get from one to another 
meant walking outside along a wide 
footboard. Externally, in its elegant 
curves and panelled woodwork, the coach 
has a strong suggestion of the horse-drawn 
mail-coach, but internally it was the height 
of luxurious travel at the time, with its 
light-grey brocaded seats and paddings. 
The accommodation was very cramped, 
the foot of the Queen’s bed actually going 
through into a “ boot”’ protruding from 
the back of the coach. 


A more dignified and commodious 
vehicle is that which was made in 1869 
by the LNWR for Queen Victoria, by 
mounting two small saloons together. 
This has a double floor filled with cork 
and overlaid with felt and carpet to muffle 
noise. The decorations are lavish, particu- 
larly in the day saloon, which is upholstered 
in royal blue watered silk, the ceiling in 
white, pleated and buttoned. Ornamental 
gilt lamp-stands, embossed light-switches, 
door handles and rack supports, curtains 
with bobbled fringes, tassels and sashes 
combine to make a decorative effect of 
high Victorian richness. The sleeping 
compartment, which has two beds, is 
covered in a pleated red chintz, with a 
white silk ceiling, green curtains and a 
blue-patterned Axminster carpet. Gothic 
Revival traceried panelling gives a touch 
of fantasy to the Queen’s dressers’ 
compartment. 


The two other coaches on view were 
originally built for King Edward VII 
and Queen Alexandra and altered for 
George V and Queen Mary, who fre- 
quently used the train as living quarters 
during war-time journeys between 1914 
and 1918. They were also used by the 
royal family early in the last war. The 
decorations, at the suggestion of King 
Edward, were designed in the style of a 
royal yacht. ‘There is much white paint 
and silver plating, and a smoking com- 
partment panelled in dark red polished 
wood. 


Two converted railway coaches con- 
tain a large number of small exhibits of 
varying interest. One locomotive is on 
view, a particularly attractive blue-painted 
single-wheele1, built in 1883 for the Cale- 
donian railway, and used for many years 


seis a pilot engine of the royal train. 
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RECLAIMING THE SUB- 
STANDARD HOUSE 


A Croydon Experiment 


A USEFUL experiment in the reclamation 

of sub-standard houses has lately been 
completed at Croydon. The promoters, 
Federated Foundries, Ltd.. of London, 
bought a terrace of six 1880-period sub- 
standard houses in Southsea-road, Croydon, 
and proceeded to bring-them reasonably up 
to date by installing the basic amenities of 
piped hot water and bathing facilities, with 
the object of finding out the exact cost of 
such work and the financial and other im- 
plications for owner and tenant. Full de- 
tails of the experiment are set forth in three 
booklets. The first of these was referred to 
in a leading article in our issue for May 1; 
the two others give, respectively, plans and 
details of the schemes adopted, and facts 
and figures that provide the answers to many 
questions and allow the experiment as a 
whole to be properly judged. 


THE TENANTS’ VIEWS 


The views of the tenants were consulted 
in each case, and thus the improvements vary 
in character in different houses. In two, on 
the first floor, a third bedroom has been 
converted into a bathroom, with we, large 
bath, wash-hand basin and linen cupboard 
with hot water cylinder, and an inset fire 
with back boiler has been put in on the 
ground floor. In another case the tenant, for 
financial reasons, decided on a simplified 
scheme, incorporating, on the ground floor, 
a bath with hinged table top cover and a 
sink and drainer in the kitchen, with a linen 
cupboard with hot water cylinder and also 
an inset fire with back boiler in the living 
room. In yet a third, on the ground floor, 
a new bathroom was built on as a separate 
unit, with access from the kitchen, and a 
linen cupboard and hot water cylinder and 
an inset fire with back boiler installed in 
the bed-sitting room. In a fourth case, that 
of a building now used as a storehouse, it is 
proposed to create a flat on the ground floor 
consisting of a bedroom with adjoining 
separate compartments including (a) bath, 
wash-hand basin and we, and (b) sink and 
drainer, with, in the living-room, a linen 
cupboard with hot water cylinder and a 
cooker which also provides hot water. In 
a fifth case the improvements are incorpor- 
ated in the present living-room and consist 
of (a) separate we. and (b) bath with wash- 
hand basin, and in the room itself a linen 
cupboard with hot water cylinder, and an 
inset fire with back boiler. No improvements 
are to be made in the remaining house as 
the tenant cannot afford an increase in rent. 


We give below the consolidated figures 
relating to one house (No. 49), which show 
at a glance all that one needs to know to 
judge the cost of improvements and their 
incidental results in increased rates and 
rents, together with the valuation of the 
property both for sale to a sitting tenant or 
with vacant possession, 


; . £8 
Purchase price S. ey ; ee! ee 
Gross values prior to improvements : 17 0 0 
Gross values after improvements .. . o:.0 8 
Rateable values before improvements 10 0 0 
Rateable values after improvements tao 2 2 
Increase in gross values ’ ; : 3 0 0 
Increase in rateable values - a 20 0 
Net annual values .. : 23. 3-8 
Weekly inclusive rental before improve- 
ments ca Ee a me 016 2 
Portion of weekly rental covering rates 
(excluding water rate) before improve- 
ments ee me gs a r ee Bee 
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Portion of weekly rental covering water 

rate oe os os oa “if 0 
Cost of improvements se sip a toe 
Cost of repairs and exterior decorations 

(total of £192 calculated to one-sixth) .. 32 
Additional rental due to improvements (at 

8 per cent. on cost of improvements) .. 0 
Additional rental due to increase in rate- 

able value .. ie ie ie a 0 
Total increase in rental due to improve- 

ments plus increase in rateable value .. 0 
Inclusive new rental — re “s ne 1 
Local authority contribution if grant of 

50 per cent. is made on cost of improve- 

ments ae < oy <s *. 82 10 0 
Additional rental due to improvements if 

50 per cent. grant is made - a8 ee | 
Inclusive increase in new rental if 50 per 

cent. grant is made including increased 

rateable value a ys aa Ap o-2 7 
Inclusive new rental if 50 per cent. grant 

is made nd af Se re ie 018 9 
Cost of interior decorations. . fn — «em « 
Total money expended including purchase 

price, improvements, repairs and decora- 

tions ra ‘4 - a << woe oO 
Professional valuation of property for sale 

to sitting tenant .. Bk is ..: 400° 0 0 
Professional valuation of property for sale 

with vacant possession .. Rr -> dee oO 

The promoters are to be congratulated on 
their enterprise in making this experiment. 
It is clearly possible to improve the amenities 
of suitable sub-standard houses at an econo- 
mical cost and so give them a long extension 
of useful life. Occupiers of these houses 
will be allowed to remain the tenants of 
the promoters if they wish, or they may pur- 
chase their properties with the aid of a 


building society or a local authority loan. 

The architects for the work were Messrs. 
Riches and Blythin, FRIBA, and the sur- 
veyors and valuers Messrs. Knight, Frank 
and Rutley. Copies of the three booklets, 
giving full particulars of the experiment, 
may be obtained from Federated Foundries, 
Ltd., 4, Stratford-place, London, W1. 


G. 3. Mf. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 
Combined Yorks Meeting 


On June 13, the Yorkshire Educational 
Association for the Building Industry and 
the North-Western Educational Association 
for the Building Industry held a combined 
meeting in Leeds at which about 70 members 
from the two associations were present. 

In the morning members inspected the 
building department of the Leeds College 
of Technology, after which they were enter- 
tained to lunch at the Hotel Metropole as 
guests of the Yorkshire Federation of Build- 


ma SC HM Oo CSO 
~ 


ing Trades Employers. 


At the meeting in the afternoon the chair 
was taken by Mr. H. Hollingworth, of 
Huddersfield, in the unavoidable absence of 
Mr. W. H. Forsdike, CBE. 

Mr. W. Horsfall, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
extended a welcome to all present and spoke 
of the value of such gatherings to all con- 
cerned. 

Mr. T. E. Hall, ARIBA, principal of 
Liverpool College of Building, gave a paper 
on * Advanced Building Courses,” and Mr. 
C. Te, Bailey, of Hull, gave a paper on 
The Training of Craft Apprentices.” A 
lively and interesting discussion followed, 
in which both members of the industry and 
teachers made useful contributions. 

A vote of thanks to the speakers and to 
the Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers was ably proposed by Mr. R, H. 
Winder, MA, FRIBA, head of the Depart- 
ment of Building at the Leeds College of 
Technology, and seconded by Mr. C. Clap- 
ham, BSc, president of the North-Western 


Educational Association f ‘Idi 
Industry. or the Building 
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TEMPORARY CHURCH, 
BATTERSEA, LONDON 


Shown here is a temporary church which has been 
erected at Patmore-street, Battersea. The architects 
are Messrs. Covell and Matthews, F/ARIBA, who 
have also designed another such building at 

Merstham, Surrey. 
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DUAL-PURPOSE CHURCH 


Advice on Planning 


Ts annual report of the Church 
Building Society for 1952 includes a 
special feature on ‘“‘ The Dual-purpose 
Church,”’ by the Rev. Canon Laurence 
Brown and Mr. Leslie T. Moore, MC, 
FRIBA, who writes on planning and con- 
struction. He points out that with the 
economic stress of the present day it is 
important that whatever is erected by the 
Church should immediately meet the 
needs—both spiritual and social—of the 
parish, and at the same time be of sound, 
durable building material and construc- 
tion requiring little structural maintenance 
in the future. The eastern section of the 
plan should form the church—to be always 
open as such with a separate entrance— 
the western section being generally the 
hall or auditorium set apart on week-days 
for secular activities and capable of being 
added to the church on Sundays by 
removable screens. 'The following advice 
on planning is given :-— 
_ Site—In selecting a site it is most 
important that possible future extensions 
be kept in mind and ample space allowed. 
Additional land surplus to the minimum 
required can be cultivated or turfed and 
used for games. 

Plan.—In plan a rectangular building 
under one roof is an economical form. 
Some dual-purpose buildings have been 
designed with the chancel or chapel at 
one end and a stage for social functions 
it the other but this scheme has its draw- 
backs for the seating has to be reversed 
tor Sunday use. It is generally found that 
the stage is best planned to the west of 
the dividing screen thus forming the 
requisite raised wooden platform for the 
hoir on Sunday. 

_ Separate vestries for the clergy and choir 
ould be provided and these can serve 

; green rooms when necessary. The 


seating in the hall can by this scheme 
remain facing east. In addition to the 
usual furnishings of the chancel a font, is 
required, also a movable lectern. If the 
dividing screen between the chancel and 
hall is designed with a loft, this provides 
space for an orchestra and small organ, 
again with advantage acoustically. The 
screen must be efficient to avoid tobacco 
smoke penetrating the chancel and this 
can be prevented by shutters on the east 
side of the loft and folding doors below. 
The hall should be cross-ventilated by 
dormer windows and ample exits provided 
in case of fire with doors opening outwards. 

A canteen is probably best placed near 
the main entrance under the gallery. 
The latter is a useful adjunct providing 
extra seating at the west end of the build- 
ing with external entrances. Shutters 
can be arranged to isolate this room from 
the main hall so that classes and meetings 
can be held in it. 

Cloakrooms and lavatories are desirable 
at both ends of the building, and hat and 
coat pegs can also be usefully fixed in the 
hall and gallery. A good tenor bell 
should be provided. The building of the 
permanent church, if this is intended, must 
be kept in view and also the use of the hall 
as such. 

The relative seating capacity of the hall 
and chapel, for economic reasons, should 
normally be about 250-300 in the hall 
and 25-30 in the chancel. 

Storerooms for such things as boy 
scouts’ and girl guides’ kit, table tennis 
equipment and cleaners’ gear are neces- 
sary. An open roof to the hall to allow 
for badminton, etc., is an advantage, as 
useful revenue can sometimes be obtained 
from outside sources for church funds. 
The heating chamber, if required, should 
be sited to serve both church and _ hall 
in the ultimate plan, although other forms 
of heating are frequently adopted. The 
showing of selected films and television 


programmes may need to be considered. 
Plans and photographs of several church 
halls are given. 

The report can be obtained, price 
3s. 6d. to non-subscribers, from 7, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Westminster, SW1. 

G. J. H. 


Building in National Parks 
NEED FOR GREATER CONTROL 


THe Peak Park Planning Board, in its first 
report, published on June 9, expresses con- 
cern about the effect on an area of such 
outstanding natural beauty as a national park 
of Ministerial orders which permit wider 
developments without the need to seek plan- 
ning permission. It is preparing evidence of 
specific cases of injury to amenity in the hope 
of persuading the National Parks Commis- 
sion to join in asking the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to amend the pro- 
visions of the respective orders. 

The report also states that considerable 
injury to some of the finest scenery in the 
park springs from an increasing tendency 
to construct prefabricated farm buildings 
inappropriate to a particular locality. This 
“underlines the need for additional powers 
of control if the scenic beauty of the park is 
not to suffer irreparable damage.” 

The board supports the contention that 
private persons building houses should have 
the benefit of some financial assistance to 
meet the extra eost of building in stone 
where the character and setting warrant it. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


SIMPLIFIED DESIGN OF ROOF TRUSSES FOR 
ARCHITECTS AND BurLpers. By H. Parker. 
(London: Chapman and Hall.) Price 32s. 

LaxTon’s Bumpers’ Price Book, 1953. 
Edited by P. T. Walters. (London: Kelly’s 
Directories, Ltd.) Price 30s. 

KnicHt’s ANNOTATED Mopet By-Laws, 
VoLt. 1—Bunpincs, 10th Ed. (London: 
Charles Knight and Co., Ltd.) Price 42s. 

Exeter. By Bryan Little. (London: 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 15s. 
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LCC HOUSING 
£2im. Voted for 1953-54 


PPE amount proposed to be voted dy the 

London County Council for 1953-54 

is £21,000,000 (the same as for 1952-53). Of 

this sum £2,500,000 is for the acquisition of 
land, mainly for permanent housing. 

The following summary of the Council's 

operations was presented at Tuesday’s meet- 
ing by the Housing Committee :— 


Capital expenditure-—From the end of the 
war until March 31, 1953, gross capital ex- 
penditure on the acquisition of permanent 
housing sites was about £7,000,000, on the 
development of these sites about £98,000,000, 
and on the provision of temporary housing 
accommodation about £2,000,000. 

Sites —The total area of the post-war 
sites acquired and developed, being de- 
veloped pr ready for development on March 
31, 1953, was 1,168 acres in the county and 
5,193 acres outside the county. Further, sites 
totalling 1,168 acres have been approved for 
housing purposes (845 acres in the county 
and 323 acres outside the county) and some 
of these have already been acquired, All 
these sites provide space for more than 95,000 
new dwellings, of which 66,000 were built 
or in construction at March 31, 1953. 

Dwellings completed.—Between the end 
of the war and March 31, 1953, 49,454 per- 
manent new houses and flats were con- 
structed at the Council's estates, 7,865 tem- 
porary houses were provided, 7,465 seriously 
war-damaged and uninhabitable dwellings 
were restored, 2,913 war-destroyed dwellings 
were rebuilt and 469 flats used as shelters 
were reinstated, making a total of 68,166 new 
and rebuilt dwellings. 

Development.—Generally the development 
of estates has proceeded satisfactorily during 
the year 1952-53, but mainly owing to short- 
ages of materials the rate of completion has 
been slower than was hoped. At the begin- 
ning of the year the shortage of steel caused 
considerable delays, but subsequently there 
was a distinct improvement in supplies. The 
increased competition for supplies of build- 
ing materials and labour that wil] arise from 
increased activities in other spheres of build- 
ing may lead to shortages, and in order te 
reduce the possibility of delay in the housing 
programme on this account we have 
approved the advance ordering if necessary 
of certain materials. On March 31, 1953, 
the number of men employed on new hous- 
ing sites was 13,713, and about 5.300 men 
were engaged on housing maintenance work. 

The in-county development schemes ap- 
proved during the year ended March 31. 
1953, included schemes for the Bentham-road 
site, Hackney (10 acres), the Finchley-road 
No. 1 (west) site, Hampstead (13 acres) and 
the Loughborough-road site, Lambeth (31 
acres). A new type of maisonette with a 
frontage of only 12 ft. 3 in. was approved, 
and will be included in the eleven-storey 
blocks on the Bentham-road site. In addi- 
tion to internal planning giving a higher pro- 
portion of living space than is usual, the 
use of this new type makes possible a 20 per 
cent. increase in the number of dwellings for 
equivalent frontages. Building operations 
have been commenced at Alton estate (Ports- 
mouth-road), Wandsworth, incorporating the 
new type eleven-storey “point” blocks. 
Owing to shortage of out-county sites, the 
emphasis is now on development in the 
county, and the commencement figure of 
5,465 dwellings within the county was well 
over half the total commencements for the 
year 1952-53. Completions within the county 
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for the year totalled 2,827. Of the proposed 
5,000 dwellings in the Roehampton-Putney 
Heath area, a further 275 were completed. 

As regards out-county estates, 4,364 dwel- 
lings were commenced and 5,498 completed 
during the year. 


Slum Clearance 


Further progress has been made with the 
slum-clearance programme. Statutory action 
has been taken for the clearance of the six 
areas reported on July 31, 1951, as the first 
step in the resumption of slum clearance. 
Twenty-five other areas have also been re- 
surveyed and declared clearance areas. Alto- 
gether some 3,200 dwellings, housing about 
10,000 persons, are involved. 

Other activities Since war-time arrears 
of maintenance have been Jargely overtaken, 
we have found it possible to give more 
attention to the improvement of amenities 
on existing estates, the development of social 
facilities such as clubrooms and the installa- 
tion in the older dwellings of more modern 
fittings and equipment, Good progress has 
already been made in this direction, and the 
estimates include provision for these activi- 
ties to continue. At Millbank, a pre-1914 
estate scheduled for conversion to modern 
flats, the first block is expected to be ready 
by July, 1953. As part of the programme of 
modernisation, obsolete solid fue] ranges are 
being replaced by modern fireplaces and 
hearths and slow-burning grates of a type 
approved by the Coal Utilisation Council, 
and nzulti-point heaters, sink water heaters 
and white-glazed sinks are being fitted. Fur- 
ther progress has been made during the year 
in providing heated drying-rooms in place of 
unheated drying-rooms at existing estates, 
and these improvements have the added value 
of enabling the surplus space to be converted 
into flats. 

After reviewing the use made of com- 
munal laundries at estates in the light of the 
views and experience of representative sec- 
tions of the tenants, we decided that such 
laundries should no Jonger be provided and 
that instead a drying cabinet should be in- 
stalled in each flat where possible. In balcony 
access flats where this arrangement is not 
practicable, the drying cabinets will be 
grouped in a room on each floor. This 
change will also apply to schemes now in 
progress except where the change would 
delay the Council’s housing programme. 

To meet the need for employment on the 
Council’s out-county estates, we have ap- 
proved building leases for 46 factories at five 
estates covering approximately 93 acres and 
ultimately providing employment for nearly 
7,000 people. For the accommodation of 
the smaller industrial firms which will be dis- 
placed by the Council’s operations we have 
approved the provision on out-country estates 
of two standard unit factories which can be 
divided into sections and let to suitable firms. 

Future development.—Besides the - 68,166 
dwellings already completed since the war, 
there were on March 31, 1953, nearly 17,000 
dwellings in various stages of construction, 
and more than 6,000 dwellings for which 
contractual arrangements had been made 
There were approved sites for more than 
23,000 further dwellings in respect of which 
contractual arrangements had not been made 
on that date. 

_ The difficulties of obtaining fresh housing 
sites are increasing. The Council’s post-war 
housing operations have been directed mainly 
to the provision of new accommodation under 
Part V of the Housing Act, 1936, but slum 
clearance and the consequential rehousing 
under Part III of the Act will henceforth 
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form an increasing part of the programme. 

Within the county, the housing sites likely 
to become available include many resulting 
from slum clearance, where the rehousing 
liability for the families to be displaced is 
high. The Council’s immediate post-war out- 
county programme is nearing its end and on 
March 31, 1953, the land in the Council's 
possession or being acquired was sufficient 
for only about 8,000 dwellings. We hope 
that this running down of the Council's 
housing programme may be compensated to 
some extent by the action we are taking 
under the Town Development Act, 1952, in 
seeking agreements with receiving authori- 
ties for the provision of housing accommo- 
dation for Londoners in towns to be ex- 
panded. Moreover, as the decline in the 
Council’s out-county development pro- 
gramme will coincide with the peak con- 
struction by the New Towns Corporations of 
dwellings in the eight new towns around 
London, the Council might reasonably expect 
these new towns, in fulfilment of their 
primary purpose of assisting in the decen- 
tralisation of the congested areas of Greater 
London, to make a substantial contribution 
to the relief of London’s housing need. 

LCC Sites Diminishing 

REFERRING to the shortage of suitable sites, 
Mr. REGINALD STAMP, chairman of the 
housing committee, said at the Press con- 
ference at County Hall on June 25, 

“Unless there is an answer to this ques- 
tion, the period from 1956 onward, if not 
before, will present the council and the 
Metropolitan boroughs with an impossible 
problem which would mean the virtual 
failure not only of the planning aspects of 
the development plan but of our ability to 
carry out the actual housing and other devel- 
opments in the plan. 

“The answer must be found so that by 
1956 the houses are becoming available out- 
side the county in considerable numbers— 
an average during, say, the last 15 years of 
the period of the development plan of about 
6,000 a year. 

“Provision of industry in new and ex- 
panding towns is an absolutely essential 
factor and we are pursuing these matters 
urgently with the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government and the Board of Trade as 
well as with the new town development cor- 
porations and the local authorities for 
potential expanding towns.” 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY ANNEXE 
Firms Associated in Work 


THE firms associated with this work (see 
pages 11-19) are as follows:— 


Messrs. John Mowlem and Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury 
Bridge-road, SW1, were the main contractors for the 
Annexe ; they also executed all general joinery, includ- 
ing west window. Sub-contractors and suppliers were : 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., structural steel work ; 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., roof trusses and 
scaffolding ; Clark and Eaton, Ltd., glass for west 
window; Goddard and Gibbs, Ltd., sand blasted 
design on west window ; E. J. and A. T. Bradford, Ltd., 
decorative plaster work; De Jong, decorative plaster 
work; J. Starkie Gardner, Ltd., Perspex canopy 
(suppliers and consultants: I.C.1.); Benjamin Edging- 
ton, Ltd., octagonal roof covering; William Briggs 
and Sons, Ltd., flat roof covering; Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd., plumbing; Burt, Boulton and Haywood, 
Ltd., timber; United Paint Co., paint; Bayliss Jones 
and Bayliss, Ltd., crown on flag mast; Veneer-craft, 
flush entrance doors; John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings; Arthur Sanderson and Sons, Ltd., 
ceiling papers; Clark Hunt and Co., Ltd., ladders a 
tubular fittings ; Woolnough, Ltd., jeather covering to 


entrance doors ; Linden Doors, Ltd., buffet windows ; 


N. F. Ramsay, Ltd., door furniture and yew ny | ; 
G. and S. Allgood, ironmongery ; Stramit Boards, Ltd. 
Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., Plaster Products (Green 
hithe), Ltd., and Gyproc Products, Ltd., wall 

and lighting fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd. 
(Annexe), and Holophane, Ltd. (projector fittings in 
Abbey). Wallboard fireproofing in the Retiring Rooms 
by “‘ Quitfire ’’ Process, S. O. Rudkin and Co., Ltd. 
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CONDITIONS OF 
CONTRACT 


New LCC Form for Civil Engineering 
Contracting 
[* a report submitted to Tuesday’s meet- 
ing of the London County Council, the 
general purposes committee state that the 
Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors 
have submitted a standard form of general 
conditions of contract approved by the 
Institution of Civil Engineering, the Associa- 
tion of Consulting Engineers and the Federa- 
tion of Civil Engineering Contractors for 
works of civil engineering construction with 
a view to its adoption by the Council. The 
proposed standard form of contract has been 
examined in detail and has been the subject 
of discussions with representatives of the 
Federation. It is considered that. with cer- 
tain exceptions, it would form a fair and 
reasonable basis of contract as between 
employer and contractor, and that its adop- 
tion would be in the Council’s interests. 
Some of the proposals of the Federation 
of Civil Engineering Contractors relating to 
matters such as sub-letting and fair wages 
clauses have been rejected and the Council’s 
present requirements are being retained. 
Other features of the proposed form, though 
new to the Council’s practice, do not affect 
the principles on which it is based. and might 
well be adopted. Certain alterations affect- 
ing the contractor’s superintendence, the 
removal of workmen and the settlement of 
disputes by arbitration will require a varia- 
tion of the standing orders. It is recom- 
mended: 


Proposed Amendment 


1, That standing order 246 be amended by 
the insertion of “(a)” at the beginning of 
line 1 and of the words “ other than those 
for civil engineering” after “contracts” in 
line 2, and by the addition of a new clause 
(6) as follows:— 

(6) The following clauses shall be in- 
serted in all civil engineering contracts— 

Contractor's superintendence—The con- 
tractor shall give or provide all necessary 
superintendence during the execution of the 
works and as long thereafter as the engineer 
may consider necessary. The contractor or 
a competent and authorised agent or repre- 
sentative approved of in writing by the 
engineer (which approval may at any time 
be withdrawn) is to be constantly on the 
works and shall give his whole time to the 
superintendence thereof. Such authorised 
agent or representative shall receive, on be- 
half of the contractors, directions and instruc- 
tions from the engineer or the engineer's 
representative. 

Removal of workmen—The contractor 
shall employ in and about the execution of 
the works only such persons as are careful, 
Skilled and experienced in their several 
trades and callings and the engineer shall be 
at liberty to object to and require the con- 
tractor to remove from the works any per- 
son employed by the contractor in or about 
the execution of the works who in the opin- 
ion of the engineer misconducts himself or 
‘s incompetent or negligent in the proper 
eriormance of his duties and such persons 
1al! not be again employed upon the works 
thout the permission of the engineer. 

Settlement of disputes—Arbitration—lf 
any dispute or difference (not being a dis- 
> or difference which relates to the mat- 
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ters mentioned in clause ¢ of these condi- 
tions or to matters which under the terms of 
these conditions are left to the final decision 
of the engineer) shall arise between the 
Council or the engineer and the contractor 
in connection with or arising out of the con- 
tract or the carrying out of the works 
(whether during the progress of the works 
or after their completion and whether before 
or after the determination, abandonment or 
breach of the contract) it shall be referred 
to and settled by the engineer who shall 
state his decision in writing and give notice 
thereof to the Council and the contractor. 
Such decision in respect of every matter so 
referred shall be final and binding upon the 
Council and the contractor until the comple- 
tion of the work and shall forthwith be given 
effect to by the contractor who shall proceed 
with the works with all due diligence 
whether notice of dissatisfaction is given by 
him or by the Council as hereinafter pro- 
vided or not. If either the Council or the 
contractor be dissatisfied with any such decis- 
ion of the engineer then and in any such case 
either the Council or the contractor may 
within 28 days after receiving notice thereof 
require that the matter shall be referred to 
an arbitrator to be agreed upon between the 
parties or failing agreement to be nominated 
on the application of either party by the 
president for the time being of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers and this provision 
shall be deemed to be an arbitration agree- 
ment within the meaning of the Arbitration 
Act. 1950, or any statutory re-enactment or 
amendment thereof for the time being in 
force. Such arbitrator shall have full power 
to open up, review and revise any decision 
opinion direction certificate or valuation of 
the engineer and neither party shall be limi- 
ted in the proceedings before such arbitra- 
tor to the evidence or arguments put before 
the engineer for the purpose of obtaining 
his decision above referred to. The award 
of the arbitrator shall be final and binding 
on the parties. Such reference shall not be 
opened until after the completion or alleged 
completion of the works except with the writ- 
ten consent of the Council and the contrac- 
tor. Provided always— 


(i) that the giving of a certificate of com- 
pletion hereof shall not be a condition 
precedent to the opening of any such 
reference; 

(ii) that no decision given by the engineer 
in accordance with the foregoing provisions 
shall disqualify him from being called as a 
witness and giving evidence before the 
arbitrator on any matter whatsoever relevant 
to the dispute or difference so referred to the 
arbitrator as aforesaid. 
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Full particulars are given of sites acquired 
and being developed and of land purchased, 
together with details of estate development 
in the various areas. Credit is given to the 
various contractors, architects and engineers 
and quantity surveyors concerned. 


A new feature of the report, which adds 
greatly to its value, is sixteen pages of illu- 
strations—photographs, perspective draw- 
ings, plans and elevations—of houses, shops 
and flats and old people’s dwellings. The 
architectural quality of all the work shown 
is excellent. There is also a large double- 
page coloured drawing showing the location 
of Trust housing in the Belfast area. This 
is a most interesting report. It may be 
obtained price 2s. from the Northern Ireland 
Housing Trust, 12, Hope-street, Belfast. 


HOUSING IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


Report of Housing Trust 


"THE eighth annual report, 1952-53, of the 

Northern Ireland Housing Trust, a 
public authority set up by the Northern 
Ireland Government, in 1945, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Lucius O’Brien records 
continuing progress. In the year under 
review 1,864 houses were finished, and on 
March 31 houses completed numbered 
10,522. A further 2,189 were under contract 
and sites had been acquired for a total of 
20,793 dwellings. Further schemes are 
under examination in various parts of 
Northern Ireland. 

A particularly interesting feature for 
people in Great Britain and abroad is the 
tabular statement on page eight of the report 
giving a comparison of the general housing 
position in Northern Ireland in 1943 and 
1953. The figures, supplied by the Ministry 
of Health and Local Government (N.L), 
cover the two County Boroughs and the six 
County Areas, and show that considerable 
progress is being made. In 1943 the esti- 
mated number of houses needed was 97,501. 
The estimated population was 1,316,040, and 
the number of existing houses 323,052, the 
average number of persons per house being 
4.1. For an increased estimated popula- 
tion (1951 Census) of 1,370,709 there are 
now 364,852 houses—an increase of 41,800 
—with an average number of persons per 
house of 3.8. Thus, in spite of an increase 
of 54,000 in the population, there has been 
an appreciable reduction in overcrowding 
during the past eight years—a remarkable 
achievement considering all the difficulties 
of our times. 

The policy of keeping down rents is still 
being rigorously pursued, and as the years 
have passed the Trust has greatly increased 
the number and variety of house types. Here 
are details of a few: 

Small five-apartment house (765 sq. ft.) 
built in terraces, with living-room, dining- 
room, scullery-kitchen and three bedrooms. 
Rent ranging from 10s. to 12s. 6d. 

Five-apartment house (980 sq. ft.) built in 
terraces, with living-room, parlour, kitchen 
and three bedrooms. Rent 15s. or 16s. 

Semi-detached house (980 sq. ft.) with 
living-room, parlour, kitchen and _ three 
bedrooms, also downstairs cloakroom and 
second lavatory. Rent 20s. to 22s. 6d. 

Two-bedroomed two-storey flats (658 sq. 
ft.) in blocks of four, two up and two down, 
each with separate entrance. Rent IIs. 

Three-bedroomed two-storey flats (757 sq. 
ft.). Rent 12s. 

Two-bedroomed three- and four-storey 
flats (573 sq. ft.) with common entrance. 
Rent 10s. 

Corner flats in blocks of four with com- 
mon entrance—two bedrooms (590 sq. ft.). 


Rent lis. One bedroom (522 sq. ft.). Rent 
10s. 
Old people’s houses (332 sq. ft.). Rent 


6s. 6d. 

Some interesting facts about rates, fuel 
costs, interest rates, densities, social centres 
and housing management are given. The 
importance of providing, from an early stage 
in the life of an estate, opportunities for the 
growth of all forms of healthy community 
activity is stressed, and it is recorded that 
the Trust has built a few social centres 
which are proving of great use for youth 
activities, gardeners’ clubs and many other 
interests. 

(Concluded at foot of previous column.) 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Hounslow Timber Yard Proposal: 
Appeal Dismissed 


MPHE appeal of Messrs. Kestel and Co. 

(London) Ltd., against the refusal of 
the Heston and Isleworth UDC to grant 
planning permission for No. 73, Grove-road, 
Hounslow, to be used as offices and as a 
building materials and timber storage yard, 
has been considered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government following 
a public inquiry at which several local resi- 
dents objected to the proposed user. 

The Minister has dismissed the appeal, 
Stating that he is in agreement with the 
Council that the residential character of the 
road should be maintained. He considers 
that the introduction of a timber and storage 
yard would be detrimental to the amenities 
of neighbouring residences. 


Minister Refuses to Confirm Compulsory 
Purchase Order 


THE MAKING of a compulsory purchase 
order by the Enfield UDC in respect of half 
an acre of land at the south-west corner 
of Southbury-road and the Great Cambridge- 
road was the subject of a recent appeal to 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment by the owners, Messrs. Hilbery Chaplin 
and Co. In the course of the inquiry it 
was stated that the appellants had submitted 
plans for the construction of ten private 
dwelling houses on the site. 

The Minister has allowed the appeal and 
states that as the owners are able and willing 
to erect houses on the land he would not 
be justified in confirming the Council’s 
order. 


Appeal to Erect Bungalow at 
Aylesford Dismissed 

Mr. R. T. Howe t recently appealed to 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment against the refusal of the Malling RDC 
to grant him planning permission for the 
construction of a semi-bungalow in Halls- 
field-road, Aylesford, near Maidstone. Per- 
mission was refused firstly because the site 
is in an area regarded by the Chatham and 
District Water Co., as being part of the 
gathering grounds for the Medway towns’ 
water supply, and secondly because the 
absence of main drainage would be likely to 
increase the danger of pollution. 

Mr. Howell contended that he could avoid 
any such danger by using a septic tank 
instead of cesspool drainage. 

The Minister, however, disagrees with the 
appellant's contention and has dismissed his 
appeal. 


Storage Depot at Cippenham : 
Appeal AlHowed 


THE REFUSAL of Slough TC to allow Mr. 
S. H. Holdway, plumber, heating and elec- 
trical engineer, to build a storage depot at 
the rear of No. 396, Bath-road, Cippenham. 
has been considered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government following a 
recent public inquiry at Slough. 

The Council's refusal was based on the 
grounds that the site was zoned as mainly 
residential in the development plan and that 
the proposed depot would be detrimental to 
the amenities of adjoining houses. 

The Minister is of the opinion that the 
grounds of objection are insufficient to justify 
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a refusal to grant planning permission. He 
considers that the appellant’s proposals will 
improve conditions on the land and he has 
therefore decided to allow the appeal, subject 
to the qualification that no power-driven 
machinery shall be installed. 


Appeal Against Reservation of Land for 
Green Belt Purposes Dismissed 


AN APPLICATION was recently made to the 
Esher UDC by Mr. W. V. Coupland for 
permission to erect 21 houses upon some 
104 acres of land at Claremont (formerly 
part of the Claremont Estate) having a 
frontage of 370 ft. to the west side of 
Copsem-lane, Esher, The Council, acting on 
behalf of the Surrey County Council, refused 
to grant the necessary consent because they 
were of the opinion that by virtue of Section 
36 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, the provisions required to be included 
in the development plan would not permit 
the appellant’s land to be developed for 
residential purposes. It was at present being 
used for agriculture, and should, in the 
Council’s opinion, be reserved for green-belt 
purposes. 

Mr. Coupland’s appeal to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government against 
this decision was the subject of a public 
inquiry at Esher before Mr. V. L. Nash, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, one of the Minister’s 
Inspectors. 


The Minister states that he has considered 
all the representations made. The break-up 
of the Claremont Estate in 1930 has resulted 
in a spread of residential development 
stretching out towards the wooded heath 
lands of West End Common and Esher Com- 
mon, which, in the light of the green belt 
proposals, is now seen to have been unfortu- 
nate. He is satisfied that there is a con- 
siderable amount of building land available, 
within the proposed development areas, for 
low-density housing and while he appreciates 
that the remaining park land at Claremont 
is not of significant agricultural value he 
agrees with the Council that any consider- 
able encroachment of buildings into this area 
should now be resisted and, in particular, 
that if would be wrong to link up the 
development stretching along Copsem-lane, 
with that of the Meadway farther to the 
south-west. He does not, however, rule out 
the genuine infilling and reasonable rounding 
off of the existing island of development 
along Meadway and notes that the Council 
have accepted that principle in granting per- 
mission for the construction of two houses 
on the north-west side of the Meadway on 
land which forms part of the area covered 
by the present appeal. The Minister con- 
siders that this might well be extended to 
include a further length of that frontage in 
a north-easterly direction to the point, but 
no farther, where the Meadway turns east- 
wards to join Copsem-lane and leaving the 
eastern-most hundred yards of that frontage 
undeveloped. 

Without prejudice to consideration by the 
local planning authority of a modified appli- 
cation to permit development of the small 
frontage indicated above, the Minister has 
decided to dismiss the present appeal. 


Bexley Advertisement Displays : 
Minister's Decisions 
A NUMBER Of appeals against the refusal 
of the Bexley Borough Council, acting on 
behalf of the Kent County Council, to grant 
planning permission for the continued dis- 
play of advertisements in different parts of 
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the borough has been considered by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
following upon the holding of public 
inquiries. 

Appeals relating to displays on two 
advertisement panels on a building at 3-3a, 
Mayplace-road, West, a display on a panel 
at 111, Erith-road, and displays on a number 
of panels and a sign at 92, Broadway, have 
been dismissed by the Minister, who con- 
siders that such displays would detract from 
the appearance of the buildings and, in two 
cases, that they would prejudice the amenities 
of the locality. 

In another appeal relating to 92, Broad- 
way, the Minister has granted consent to the 
display—for a limited period of three years 
—of advertisements to replace existing 
advertisements on the wall of a yard at the 
rear of the building. 


Appeal for Advertisement Displays at 
Welling Dismissed 


THE APPEAL of Willings Poster Advertis- 
ing Co., Ltd., against the refusal of Bexley 
BC to permit the display of an advertisement 
board, and the extension of another board, 
on the railway embankment at Upper 
Wickham-lane, Welling. has been dismissed 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

The Minister considers that the display of 
the proposed board to the north of the 
bridge would be out of keeping with the 
residential character of the locality and 
would prejudice the amenities. 


He further considered that the proposed 
increase in the area of advertisements on the 
south side of the bridge, in spite of the 
presence of shops near by, would constitute 
an excessive display. 


FUEL RESEARCH IN 1952 
Report Issued on Year’s Work 


MPHE 1952 report of the Fuel Research 
Board, together with the report of the 
Director of Fuel Research, have been issued 
by H.M. Stationery Office, price 2s. 6d. The 
report summarises the progress made in fuel 
research, giving details of the main pro- 
grammes and the advisory work undertaken. 
In connection with domestic heating, the 
report states “With the publication in 
September, 1952, of the report of the Com- 
mittee on National Fuel Policy for the Use 
of Fuel and Power Resources (the Ridley 
Report), the need for the more efficient use 
of fuel in domestic heating has been further 
stressed. The facilities provided by the 
“ Calorimeter Building” at the Fuel Research 
Station for research in this field are unique. 
“ A series of investigations is being made 
on the room-heating efficiencies of the dif- 
ferent types of heating appliance, and on the 
effects of various factors on the more routine 
testing of appliances. In addition to the 
research work, many cookers, stoves and 
grates have been tested at Greenwich, and 
at the Scottish Branch of the Fuel Research 
Station at Thorntonhall, near Glasgow.” © 


The report continues: “ The nation-wide 
survey of atmospheric pollution that is being 
carried out in collaboration with local 
authorities and others js steadily increasing 
in extent as more instruments for measuring 
the pollution come into use. Measurements 
made in London during the foggy weather of 
December, 1952, are proving of value to the 
medical authorities who are investigating the 
effect of atmospheric pollution on health.” 
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LAW REPORTS 


Council’s Appeal Against Quashing of 
Demolition Order Upheld 


COURT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS AND 
Lorps JUSTICES BIRKETT AND ROMER 


St. Neots RDC v. J. E. Wrycroft 


T HE Court of Appeal on June 16 allowed 

the appeal of the St. Neots Rural Dis- 
trict Council from the order of Judge Lawson 
Campbell quashing a demolition order made 
by the Council in respect of two cottages 
at Little Paxton, Huntingdonshire, owned by 
Mr. Jack Eric Wrycroft, a builder, of St. 
Neots. 

Giving judgment, the Master of the Rolls 
said the date of the demolition order was 
January 8, 1953, and was given under Section 
11 of the 1936 Housing Act. Mr. Wrycroft 
bought the cottages in 1945 and 1946, when 
they were derelict, with the idea of making 
them fit for human habitation. He made 
it plain that that work was to be a “ hos- 
pital job,” meaning that it was to be done 
as and when labour and materials were avail- 
able. After serving what were called “time 
and place”’ notices under the Act the Coun- 
cil told Mr. Wrycroft that unless he gave 
an undertaking to complete the work in not 
more than 12 months they would serve a 
demolition order. By November, 195i, Mr. 
Wrycroft had received a building licence, and 
the undertaking was to operate from that 
time. He gave it subject to delay from 
causes beyond his or his firm’s control, such 
as shortages of labour and material. 

It had been sought to prove, said his 
lordship, that Mr. Wrycroft’s failure to com- 
plete the work was attributable to these 
shortages. But, in his view, Mr. Wrycroft 
failed to prove this and, according to the 
Strict construction of Section 11 (4) of the 
1936 Act, the Council were bound to serve 
the notice of demolition. It was said that 
the order should be quashed on the ground 
that the Council were unreasonable in mak- 
ing it in January, 1953. His lordship said he 
could not support the County Court judge’s 
conclusion that this was the Council’s 
attitude. In truth the Council gave Mr. 
Wrycroft every opportunity to explain what 
was going on, but he failed to answer letters 
complaining of the lack of progress of the 
work. The appeal should be allowed and 
the demolition order confirmed. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Romer agreed. 
The former expressed the view that the 
County Court judge was not entitled to treat 
the job as a “hospital job” in the light 
of the undertaking of 1951. 


Apprentice Wins Appeal 
CourRT OF APPEAL 
REFORE THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS 


AN appeal arising from an action for 
_damages for wrongful dismissal by a 
youth, who alleged that he was a properly 
und apprentice to a firm of builders, con- 
en the Court of Appeal on 
June 23, 

Mr. Vincent McDonald, of Christian- 
street, Harrington, Workington, challenged 
‘he decision of Judge Fenwick, given at 
Workington County Court, dismissing his 
scion against his former employers, John 
‘winame, Ltd, builders, of Brigham, 
Cockermouth. 

_ McDonald alleged that he was a properly 
Sound apprentice and could not be sum- 
marily dismissed. 

His counsel, Mr. John Thompson, said 
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McDonald was bound for five years and had 
completed four when he was dismissed. 
The employers claimed that the deed of 
apprenticeship was not properly executed and 
was not enforceable. McDonald was just 
an ordinary servant. The deed was not sealed 
with the company’s stamp, and McDonald 
was taken on as an unbound apprentice. 
Further, his conduct was so bad that the 
employers were justified in dismissing him. 
The Master of the Rolls, giving judgment 
allowing the appeal, said the deed was 
executed by McDonald, and if it was not 
executed by the employers they regarded 
themselves as being bound by it. This was 
further shown by the fact that the company 
supported .McDonald’s application for de- 
ferment in connection with his National 
Service. The boy was never taken on in any 
other capacity than as an apprentice, and 
the employers must be treated as being 
bound by the terms of the agreement. The 
judgment of the county court judge would 
be set aside and there would be judgment for 
McDonald for the amount claimed, £71 10s. 
Lords Justices Birkett and Romer agreed. 


DISPUTE OVER PAYMENT FOR 
MATERIALS 


Builder and Owner Sued 


AN action concerning the liability for pay- 

ment to a Plymouth firm of builders’ 
merchants for steel window frames and fit- 
tings for a new house at Camelford, Corn- 
wall, which had been commenced in the 
High Court, was dealt with by his Honour 
Judge P. L. E. Rawlins at the June sitting 
of Plymouth County Court. 

Messrs. Henry Lawry, Ltd., sued the 
builder, Mr. R. C. Chapman, of West Hill, 
Wadebridge, and the owner, Mr. Clifford 
John Hamley, chartered auctioneer and 
estate agent, of St. Leonard’s, Camelford, to 
recover £110 3s. 11d., the cost of the frames 
and fittings. Both the defendants denied 
liability. 

On behalf of plaintiffs, Mr. John Foot said 
that in April, 1941, Mr. Hamley went to 
Lawry’s warehouse in Plymouth, said he was 
having a new house built by Mr. Chapman, 
and gave orders for the frames and other 
goods necessary for their fitung. He asked 
for the goods to be invoiced to the builder, 
and they were delivered to the site of the 
house. Later, Mr, Chapman disputed his 
responsibility for the goods and said they 
were Mr. Hamley’s liability. 

Mr. Hamley’s case was that Mr. Chap- 
man had told him to go to Messrs. Lawry, 
select the windows, and put them to his 
account. The arrangement that Mr. Chap- 
man should build the house was broken off 
because he found that other work done by 
Mr. Chapman at Davidstow was unsatisfac- 
tory, and the house was therefore built by 
someone else. : 

Mr. Chapman, on the other hand, denied 
authorising Mr. Hamley to purchase win- 
dows on his behalf, and he said the arrange- 
ment to build the house was broken off 
because he was not satisfied about Mr. 
Hamley’s financial position, and was not 
concerned with the work done at Davidstow, 
with which Mr. Hamley seemed perfectly 
satisfied. 

In giving his decision, the Judge said it 
would seem fair and satisfactory if plain- 
tiffs could get judgment against Mr. Hamley, 
because the window frames had been built 
into his house and he had the benefit of 
them. The only reason Mr. Hamley refused 
to pay the firm was because he said Mr. 
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SWISS TOWER CRANE: Seen above is 
an illustration of a type of tower crane now 
being used in Switzerland, in which the driver’s 
cab moves up and down the supporting column. 
The photograph was taken by Mr. W. Keith 
Martin (past-President Southern Counties 
Federation) on a recent visit. 


Chapman owed him for certain transactions. 
The Judge said he was not there to try the 
moral issue but the legal one, and legally 
he was satisfied that Mr. Chapman had 
expressly authorised Mr. Hamley to order 
the windows and to charge them to his 
account. Messrs. Lawry were therefore 
entitled to judgment for the sum claimed 
against Mr. Chapman, and not against Mr. 
Hamley. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


Forthcoming General Assembly in 
London 


Tue Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group has announced that the first General 
Assembly of the International Federation of 
Prestressing is to be held in this country and 
will take place in London from October 6 
to 9 next. 

The headquarters of the assembly for its 
duration will be at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George-street, SW1. 

The chairman of the Prestressed Concrete 
Development Group, Mr. D. H. New, will 
welcome the delegates and will preside 
during the election of the governing body. 

Papers on three aspects of prestressed 
concrete will be presented at the assembly. 
These are: the influence of abnormal tem- 
peratures on prestressed concrete construc- 
tions; design of statically determinate beams 
and slabs in prestressed concrete, based on 
ultimate load; and statically indeterminate 
constructions in prestressed concrete in the 
elastic and plastic phases. Delegates will 
also be given the opportunity of seeing 
developments in this country by means of 
organised visits to sites and products works. 

A programme is available with information 
from the Secretary, Prestressed Concrete 
Development Group, Cement and Concrete 
Association, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, London, 
Swi. 
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SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRESS 
Ten per cent. Increase in 1951 and 1952 


[N a speech at Abingdon on June 25 Sir 

Davip MaxweELt Fyre, the Home Secre- 
tary, said that work done on schools for 1952 
and 1953 was over £52,000,000. The number 
of school places provided in the year ending 
February 1 last was 218,395. This was half 
as many again as in the two previous years 
and nearly three times the average of the 
years for 1945-1950. These results had been 
achieved by using scientific and skilful design, 
new methods of building, including prefabri- 
cation, and a strict financial control of the 
cost per school place. More schools had 
been completed in the last year and a half 
than in any similar period in the Nation’s 
history. 

“ Finally,” he said, “ it was interesting to 
look at the value of the output of the build- 
ing and civil engineering firms in three im- 
portant classes of work in 1951 and 1952: 
there were increases of approximately 10 
per cent. in schools, six per cent. in factories 
and 30 per cent. in houses.” 


£23m. SCHOOL BUILDING PLAN 
FOR WARWICKSHIRE 


Village Schools to be Retained 


N ANY of Warwickshire’s village schools 
a are to be saved from closure under 
a series of nine final amendments to the 
county education development plan which 
have been agreed between the Ministry of 
Education and the County Education Com- 
mittee. The revised plan will involve 
capital expenditure of £23 million on school 
building instead of the £17 million estimated 
in 1947. 

Presenting the amendments to the County 
Council, the Education Committee explains 
that the Minister has asked for them before 
giving formal approval to the development 
plan, which was first submitted in 1947. 

“We should like to emphasise that even 
when the Minister's formal approval is 
given, the plan cannot be regarded as the 
final word on educational provisions in 
Warwickshire,” the committee adds. “ There 
are bound to be changes in requirements 
and costs, educational practice may change 
and many other factors will affect each 
project as it comes forward for separate con- 
sideration.” 

The village schools—at Honington, Ufton, 
Bickenhill, Beausale, Leek, Woolton and Off- 
church, nearly all in the south of the county 
—which were scheduled to be closed, will 
be kept open as two-class schools. People 
in the village of Bubbenhall and Combrook 
who objected to the proposals to close their 
schools will be informed that the Minister 
has sustained their objections, and the school 
at Pailton will be rebuilt. 

Guiding Principles 

The retention of the village schools “ to 
prevent unnecessary travelling for young 
children in rural areas,” is one of the three 
guiding principles on which the Minister of 
Education has asked for amendments to 
the plan. Provision for increases in popula- 
tion undreamed of six years ago is the 
second, and the more economic use of exist- 
ing premises the third. 

Major increases in the provision of 
secondary school education form the greater 
part of the nine amendments. The size of 
proposed secondary schools at Shipston-on- 


Stour, Henley-in-Arden, Southam, Warwick, 


Rugby and Solihull is to be increased. New 
secondary schools at Nuneaton, Rugby, 
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Sutton Coldfield, Alcester, Baddesley Ensor 
and Keresley are added to the plan, while 
existing schools at Hartshill, Stratford-upon- 
Avon and Wilnecote are to be enlarged. 

Additional primary schools to provide for 
the mining population are added at Ather- 
stone, Exhall and Keresley, with new nursery 
schools at Castle Bromwich and Nuneaton. 

The only cut in the plan is at Binley, 
where housing development is not now 
expected. 

A main building programme for 1953-54 
costing nearly £550,000 and including a 
grammar school at Coleshill, four secondary 
schools and two junior schools has been 
approved for Warwickshire by the Ministry 
of Education. A reserve programme cost- 
ing £366,000 has also been approved. 


ADVANCED PLUMBING 
Brixton School’s Special Course 


THE BrIxTON SCHOOL OF _ BUILDING, 
pursuing the policy of providing courses for 
all branches of the building industry and at 
all levels, have in recent years directed their 
attention to the development of advanced 
courses for plumbers, beyond the City and 
Guilds of London Institute’s final examina- 
tions in plumbers’ work. 

Particular attention has been given to this 
matter in view of the recent reviews of the 
syllabuses and conditions of membership of 
the Institute of Plumbers and the Institute 
of Sanitary Engineers, making them more 
attractive to persons who have followed a 
comprehensive course of study in plumbers’ 
work. 

The Institute of Plumbers are prepared to 
award their Technical and Administrative 
Diploma on the results of their examination 
to persons with a wide knowledge of industry 
and whom they consider suitable to hold 
posts at managerial level. 

The Institute of Sanitary Engineers are 
prepared to exempt from Section A of their 
examination persons who hold a City and 
Guilds of London Institute Certificate in 
Sanitary and Domestic Engineering as 
applied to plumbers’ work. 

To meet the requirements of these two 
institutes, special courses are being offered 
at the Brixton School of Building, along 
the lines recommended in the recent report 
of the Plumbing Industry Further Educa- 
tion Council. These courses provide suitable 
preparation for the two institutes’ examina- 
tions and the preliminary exempting 
examination. 

The curriculum is as follows:— 

Ist year: Sanitary Engineering; Super- 
vision of Plumbers’ Work; and Building 
Construction. 

2nd year: Installation and Design I; 
Plumbers’ Quantities; and Plumbers’ 
Estimating. 

3rd year: Installation and Design II; 
Administration and Law; and Office 
Management. 

Particulars from the Head of the Building 
Trades Department. Brixton School of 
Building, London, SW4, who will be pleased 
to arrange a personal interview. 


Specialist Qualification 


The Royal Sanitary Institute have instituted 
a new examination in the inspection of water 
and drainage installations to satisfy a demand 
for inspectors with specialized knowledge 
and experience. Intending candidates should 
obtain the regulations and syllabus from the 
gaa 90, Buckingham Palace-road, 
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BATC 
1953 Scholarship Awards 


Four scholarships to apprentices in the 

building industry have been awarded 
under the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council Scheme. The scholarships 
are tenable for three years for degree courses 
at Manchester, Cardiff or Leeds Universities, 
or for Higher National Diploma courses at 
various technical colleges throughout the 
country. The grants cover fees, examina- 
tion expenses and maintenance allowances. 

The winners, who received their certi- 
ficates of award from the Minister of Works, 
Sir David Eccles, KCVO, MP, in London on 
Tuesday, June 30, are: L. J. Chapman, 
Ashingdon, Essex; D. Dodd, Market Har- 
borough, Leics; E. W. Tanner, London, 
SE18; N. Williams, London, W11. 

Since 1947, when the scholarship scheme 
was first introduced, 33 boys have thus been 
given the opportunity for full-time study at 
universities or technical colleges. A condi- 
tion of the awards is that the boys will, on 
completion of their courses, take up posi- 
tions in the building industry as distinct from 
the allied professions such as architecture 
or surveying. 

In making the awards, Sir Davip EccLes 
emphasised the need for raising the standard 
of craftsmanship in the country. Every 
possible step had to be taken to ensure that 
the fine craftsmen which were vital to the 
earning of a living by a small country were 
forthcoming. Any methods of encouraging 
apprentices and raising the standards of 
building would get all the help they needed 
from the Ministry of Works. 

The Ministry, together with the Ministry 
of Labour, had made a survey of the appren- 
ticeship position, continued the Minister. 
They believed that there would be more 
apprentices to-day if there were more 
vacancies in the building industry. Sir David 
voiced his appeal to the employers. It was 
necessarily in their interests to see that the 
number and quality of the craftsmen in the 
indus.ry were raised. There was still very 
good work being done, and if the standard 
of the average worker were only to be 
brought level with the quality of the best, 
the situation would be adequate. 

The production of the building industry 
to-day was much higher than it used to be. 
One of the consequences of the recent uni- 
versal elections was that there had come into 
being a general public, composed of all 
political parties, which took a strong in- 
terest in national building. To-day there was 
a public awareness that they ought to be 
building more than they were. That was 
a great change. It placed on the building 
industry the responsibility of seeing that they 
achieved in the course of the year the maxi- 
mum possible amount of production that 
the nation wished to see accomplished. 

The building industry was using 20 per 
cent. more materials at this time than it 
had been two years before. It had not yet 
reached the point when the supplies of 
materials were anything like what they 
needed. Sir David thought that when the 
same number of men used more materials, 
erected a greater number of buildings. 
lowered the cost of manpower and raised 
the earnings of the industry, they would be 
able to increase the rate of building by as 
much as 25 per cent. 

A vote of thanks was given to the Minister 
by Str Luxe Fawcett, OBE, President. 
NFBTO, who congratulated the scholarship 
winners upon their success. 
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LMBA 
Progress Reports for Parents 


D° APPRENTICE MASTERS keep suf- 
ficiently in touch with the parents of 
their apprentices? Some certainly do. They 
send progress reports to the parents and have 
periodic meetings with them. But others 
are not so thoughtful. 

The LMBA Apprenticeship Committee has 
been considering the question, and the chair- 
man, Mr. A. G. Miles, is now circularising 
all apprentice masters on the LMBA’s roll, 
suggesting to them that they should send 
progress reports to the parents of all the 
apprentices indentured with them at least 
once or twice a year. After all, the parent, 
along with the boy and the apprentice master, 
is a party to the indenture, and has a right 
as well as a duty to see that he is carrying 
out his work and study satisfactorily. 

A suggested form of skeleton training 
report is being sent with the letter to 
enable the apprentice master to show the 
boy’s grading from “very good,” through 
“good” and “fair” to “poor,” in such 
matters as skill at his trade, keenness, in- 
telligence and initiative, conduct and punc- 
tuality, and in both practical work and tech- 
nical training. 

Explaining the scheme, Mr. Miles said: 
“The LMBA attached great importance to 
stimulating the interest of parents in their 
boys’ progress. They already get school re- 
ports from the schools of building their boys 
are attending. We want to see that they get 
a more personal report of the boys’ progress. 
Some firms are already doing this, and I 
hope that now that it is being brought to 
their notice al] apprentice masters on the 
LMBA’s roll will follow their lead. 

“I am confident that if the scheme is 
adopted, as I hope it will be, it will greatly 
stimulate the interest of the parent, which 
in turn will reflect itself in encouragement 
to the boy.” 


School Leavers and the Industry 


IN ANTICIPATION of the end of the school 
term, when many boys leaving school will 
be seeking employment in the building in- 
dustry, the LMBA is circularising its mem- 
bers urging them to accept at least one boy 
as an apprentice for craft training. 

Vacancies will immediately be notified to 
youth employment officers and the heads of 
building schools to assist them in placing 
boys with suitable employers. 

The intake of apprentices during recent 
months, says the LMBA circular, has been 
falling seriously, and it is of urgent import- 

nee that an exceptional effort should be 
made to absorb every apprentice for whom 
room can be found or made available. If 
every member would take on one apprentice 
now it would be a major contribution to 
ending our present shortage of apprentices 
4nqa craftsmen. 


Prize Awards Scheme 


SPEAKING at the half-yearly social func- 

i of Central Area No. 4 of the London 
Master Builders’ Association on June 17 at 
wuch Mr. J. A. Stocking, chairman of the 
arca, presided, the Mayor of Lewisham, 
Councittor D. A. J. Draper, DFC, referred 
to the splendid stimulus given to building 
apprentices in London by the LMBA scheme 
Ot prize awards. 

Councillor Draper had distributed prizes 
and citations presented by Central Area No. 
4 ‘© apprentices attending the South-East 
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London Technical College and the Wool- 
worth Polytechnic. He urged the boys to 
become efficient at their trade and ‘thus 
equip themselves for more responsible posi- 
tions in the industry. 


Other speakers included Mr. Geratp A. 
HILL, president of the LMBA, and Mr. A. G. 
Mites, chairman of the London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT LEWISHAM 
Suspension of Department’s Activities 


THE Housinc (BumLpiInc) Committee of 
the Lewisham Borough Council, which have 
under consideration the report relating to 
the Direct Labour Department Organisation, 
adjourned on June 8 consideration of this 
report until their next meeting so as to 
enable certain further information to be 
supplied and considered. The Committee 
have further given instructions to the 
Borough Architect that, for the time being 
and until the Committee otherwise direct, no 
further tenders be submitted by the Borough 
Architect for the construction of new Council 
houses or flats by direct labour. 

Previous to this action, a tender had been 
submitted, in competition with private firms 
of builders, for the erection of a scheme of 
12 flats and 19 houses (details of which will 
be found under “Tenders” in this issue). 
The Quantity Surveyor to the Council (Mr. 
Oswald £. Parratt, FRICS), reports that he 
has examined the three lowest tenders re- 
ceived and that the estimate submitted by 
the Borough Architect is quite satisfactory, 
but in view of the comparatively small 
difference between this estimate and the 
tender of a firm of builders and the fact that, 
in the past, in certain schemes carried out by 
the direct labour building organisation, the 
cost, which is the basis of payment, has 
exceeded the estimate, he does not propose 
to make a recommendation on the acceptance 
of the tender. 

Having considered the quantity surveyor’s 
report, the Committee are of opinion that 
the second lowest tender should be accepted. 


PRIORITY OF BUILDING 
PROJECTS 


Birmingham Scheme 

BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION is considering a 
scheme under which it, instead of Govern- 
ment departments, would decide in which 
order certain building projects should be 
undertaken. In a report on the scheme 
(presented to Birmingham City Council on 
June 16) the general purposes committee 
stated that it has felt that the council’s know- 
ledge of local needs and conditions should 
be used to settle the question of priority. 

Discussions had been held with the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
which was prepared to co-operate in the 
working of a priorities scheme for proposals 
(estimated to cost not less than £5,000 each) 
from such committees as markets, catering, 
fairs and parks, baths, etc., but excluding 
housing, water and sewerage schemes. 

By the adoption of the scheme it is be- 
lieved that there would be a more effective 
use of building labour and materials, and 
wastage in the preparation of projects for 
which building permission could not be 
expected for some time would be avoided, 
and no scheme would be included in the 
current programme unless the committee 
concerned could show that work could pro- 
ceed without delay once building permission 
was received. 
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THE TOWN PLANNING 
INSTITUTE 
Award of Institute Gold Medal to 
Sir George Pepler 
i was reported by the retiring president, 
~~ Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy (Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government) to the annual 
general meeting of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute on June 25, that the Council had decided 
to broaden the basis of membership by 
including among those who may be ad- 
mitted direct to the final examination gradu- 
ates in economics or geography of approved 
universities. 

During the year there had been 255 ad- 
missions to the various classes of member- 
ship, including 113 associate members, five 
legal associate members and 132 students. 
Twenty associate members had been trans- 
ferred to the membership class. 

The research committee was engaged on the 
preparation of memoranda on programming 
and the cost of development in rural areas; 
methods of assessing and re-settling overspill 
population; the impact and effect of Govern- 
ment control on distribution and redistribu- 
tion of industry; opencast working of 
minerals and the restoration of land; density 
of residential areas; and research work into 
map revision. The committee was also in- 
vestigating the size and composition of the 
planning profession at present engaged in this 
country, and how far it was possible to esti- 
mate future requirements. 

The Council has been recommended to 
appoint a committee to examine and report 
on the present situation of planning in 
Greater Londen. 

The Institute is to sponsor a dinner, in 
collaboration with other professional bodies, 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Letch- 
worth Garden City, which occurs on Septem- 
ber 1 next. 

The petition of the Institute for a Royal 
Charter is now being considered by the Privy 
Council, after postponement, in view of the 
setting up of the Schuster Committee on the 
qualification of planners. 

The silver medal and certificate for the 
best thesis prepared by a student during 
1952 at one of the recognised schools was 
presented to Mr. Raymond Spurrier, of the 
Polytechnic, Regent-street, for “his thesis 
entitled “ The Art of Town Planning—An 
Approach to Townscape.” The George and 
Amy Pepler prize for the best paper in town 
planning practice in Part II of the final ex- 
amination and the Town Planning Joint 
Examination Board prize for the best set of 
papers in 1953 were both won by Mr. T. R. 
Richardson. 

Professor Sir William Holford, 
FRIBA, is to be the next president. 


The Institute Gold Medal 


Immediately following the annual general 
meeting the retiring president presented to 
Sir George Pepler, hon. secretary and trea- 
surer and president in 1919-20 and 1949-50, 
the Institute Gold Medal, which has just been 
instituted for outstanding services to town 
and country planning. In addition to Mr. 
Beaufoy, Sir Patrick Abercrombie, Sir 
William Holford, Lord Silkin, Mr. J. W. R. 
Adams (past president and Kent county plan- 
ning officer), and Professor T. Alwyn Lloyd 
(past president) delivered speeches eulogising 
Sir George’s work for planning since he 
entered the profession in 1903. Sir George 
replied and described the work and charac- 
teristics of many eminent planners with 
whom he had been associated. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Needs of New Towns 


[* the House of Lords on June 24, Lorp 

SILKIN called attention to the report of 
the New Towns Development Corporations 
for the year ended March 31, 1952. He said 
that all parties accepted the policy of the 
New Towns Act under which the country 
was committed to an expenditure of about 
£250m. in the 14 new towns now being 
erected. 

Since the report was published the exist- 
ing development corporations together were 
constructing 12,000 houses a year, by no 
means an unsatisfactory contribution to the 
national housing question. There was no 
reason why that number should not be in- 
creased in time. 

Inevitably, greater concentration had been 
given to the building of houses, and the aim 
of making self-contained new towns had met 
with mixed results, Better results would 
have been achieved if the development cor- 
porations had not been restricted in the con- 
struction of communal buildings. In many 
cases there was a shortage of school accom- 
modation. The keystone to success was the 
provision of th right numbers and kinds of 
industry. In some cases industrial require- 
ments were being reasonably well met, but 
what was needed in many areas was more in- 
dustry and greater diversification. 

it was regrettable that the Board of Trade 
had not been as sympathetic to the needs of 
the new towns as it might have been. The 
impression had been formed that Govern- 
ment departments were not considering these 
projects as national projects, but were adopt- 
ing a departmental attitude. Thus there was 
a shortage of industry in some towns, the 
Board of Trade was refusing to grant certifi- 
cates and the Ministry of Works was refusing 
to issue building licences for industries 
which were essential if the new towns were 
to function properly. In one instance the 
Ministry of Transport was functioning in 
opposition to a new town. 


Air Station Project 


There was no doubt that the construction 
of a great international air station at Gatwick 
would have serious repercussions on the wel- 
fare of Crawley. Many industrialists had 
been induced to go to Crawley in the belief 
that they were going to a quiet country 
town away from the hustle and_ bustle of 
London, and that their businesses would 
thereby benefit. It would be a serious de- 
terrent to other industrialists if this airport 
was located outside Crawley. There should 
be a full inquiry into all the repercussions on 
this Government project of the construction 
of a new airfield there. 

If the alternative to new towns was to 
build high flats in congested areas, it would 
cost the country more in subsidies. To build 
10,000 flats in London instead of 10,000 
houses in new towns would mean an addi- 
tional expenditure of £10m. or £15m. Many 
of our towns were to-day hopelessly out of 
date. We could not redevelcp them all at 
once, but there was no doubt that many 
towns of Lancashire, the West Riding and 
the Midlands would have to be almost com- 
pletely rebuilt in the next generation or two. 
The development corporations had not been 
allowed to have their heads sufficiently. 

Too often the ideas of Whitehall had been 
imposed on them, and in administration 
there was too much meticulous control. He 
regretted that the Minister did not intend to 
start any more new towns. If they accepted 
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the purpose of the new towns there was 
really a need for many more. The only 
solution for Manchester was the provision of 
new towns outside. 

Lorp Lawson hoped that much thought 
and generosity would be used in dealing with 
light industries in the new towns. 

ViscoUNT HuDSON said that large corpora- 
tions, like the London County Council, were 
building satellite towns in the home counties 
with none of the amenities of the new towns. 
These had selected good agricultural Jand. 
In one case they had taken some of the best 
market garden land round London, when a 
mile or two away there was different land. 
But the LCC had set its eye on that par- 
ticular site in spite of his protest when 
Minister. Now they were building a new 
satellite town outside Slough on first-class 
horticultural land. The powers of the 
Minister of Agriculture in this matter ought 
to be increased rather than diminished. 

LorpD MACDONALD OF GWAENYSGOR said 
that criticism had been made of the quality 
of the houses being erected in the new town 
in South Wales because of Government in- 
sistence on quantity. He regretted to hear 
that a decision had been made not to build 
any more new towns. Events in the last six 
years had justified the venture being taken. 

Lorp HaDEN-GUEST said that higher wages 
were being paid for the building of houses 
than for building schools. 


Achievements So Far 


Lord MANCROFT, who replied for the 
Government, said that they were neither 
complacent nor apologetic. They did not 
suggest that there had not been mistakes, and 
that opportunities had not been missed. 
Equally they said firmly that a great deal had 
been achieved. They were prepared to listen 
to all reasonable criticism, and, if possible, 
to act on it. It was a matter of great satis- 
faction that some of the strong local feel- 
ings, even bitterness at times, which accom- 
panied the setting up of the new towns, had 
died down, and in many cases had com- 
pletely disappeared. 

Up to the end of last month more than 
12,000 houses had been built, and nearly 
9,000 were under construction: just over 200 
shops had been completed or were under 
construction; 17 community centres, and 
eight public-houses had been completed, or 
were under construction. 

He did not wholly agree with the leading 
article in The Times that day, which said 
that most of the towns differed but little from 
housing estates, and that they were neither 
well enough equipped with industries to pro- 
vide balanced employment locally, nor with 
public buildings to allow them to be self- 
sufficient socially. This allegation was very 
wide of the mark, and the figures he had 
given surely went far beyond a housing 
estate. He would ask the writer of the article 
to go to Hemel Hempstead, and see whether 
he still thought that it went no further than 
the category of a housing estate. 

There was some justice in the comment 
that there was not a sufficient variety of in- 
dustry. The corporations and Government 
departments concerned were doing their best 
to correct this. The strict economic tests 
which only recently governed the issue of 
building licences in new towns tended to 
produce this result. The position would now 
become easier, and it should be possible to 
redress the balance. It was true that none 
of the towns had got very far with its main 
town centre, and he would be surprised if it 
were otherwise. The construction of town 
centres at any time could scarcely precede an 
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appreciable amount of development in th 


main fields of housing and factory construc. 


tion. Following a great deal of drawing. 
board work, proposals for town centr> 4 
been received, and a start on their aaj 
construction had been made in many Cases, 

With regard to the allegations of low 
density planning and a “ garden-suburb” 
policy, he said that corporations were work- 
ing to densities which compared favourably 
with densities of modern urban development, 
Broadly, the aim was a density of at least 
13 houses to the acre, and in many current 
proposals those figures were being exceeded, 
A figure of 12 houses to the acre would, 
he thought, produce something very different 
from a garden suburb. Not all the new towns 
required the provision of additional industry 
under the egis of the corporations. 


Appeals to Industry 


Up to the end of last month just over 
1.250,000 square feet of factory space, occu- 
pied by 56 firms, had been completed in the 
new towns, and just over one and a third 
million square feet would be occupied by 
28 firms under construction. Everything 
possible was being done to appeal for indus- 
try to go to these towns, but it was cbviously 
not enough, and that appeal must be in- 
creased. Ten of the 12 new towns had started 
or would soon start providing community 


centres or halls. There was pride to be taken | 


in the fact that they were building churches, 
and in the new towns there had been great 
co-operation between the various religious 
denominations. 

The Minister had given his personal atten- 
tion to the question of community buildings. 
and as a result of negotiations the Govern- 
ment would be able substantially to give 
more expenditure, of about £1m. in the next 
18 months, to be allotted to licences for 
churches, church halls, and other community 
buildings in new housing projects, including 
the new towns. 

He had found two of the licensed pre- 
mises in the new towns remarkably clinical 
and uncosy, but they seemed to be fulfilling 
a want. The towns offered a wonderful 
opportunity to the planners and architects, 
and he joined in deploring any possibility 
of a standard form of new town architecture. 

With regard to the provision of more new 
towns, it would be better for the time being 
to try to make the existing new towns work 
really well. They must not entirely neglect 
old town development. He could hold out 
no hope whatever, at the moment, of more 
new towns being considered. 

The question of Gatwick in relation to 
the new towns was attracting the greatest 
consideration from the Government. 


Solid Fuel Appliances 

In the House of Commons on June 24, 
on the conclusion of the Committee stage 
of the Finance Bill, Mr. CrosLanp moved 
a new clause to allow expenditure incurred 
on the purchase and installation of improved 
solid fuel appliances to be offset against 
schedule “A” payments. He said that the 
clause followed the recommendations of the 
Ridley Committee. The first advantage of 
installing these solid fuel appliances would 
be the saving of coal. The second would 
be the great improvement in the abatement 
of smoke pollution which would result. The 
third would be a saving in capital cost where 
these appliances replaced electric fires and 
other electric domestic equipment. A general 
switch-over from electric equipment to solid 
fuel burning appliances in the home might 
mean a very great saving in terms of capital 
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cost in the electricity investment programme. 
Mr. NABARRO seconded, 


Mr. MAUDLING, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, said they all agreed about the 
desirability of the widespread use of these 
appliances. The question was whether it 
was a good thing to stimulate their use by 
the device proposed in the new clause. It 
was important to avoid the introduction of 
new discriminations and new complications 
into the administration of the income tax 
law. It was complicated enough now. The 
principle to which they at present adhered 
was that. in so far as the task of installing 
one of these appliances represented the re- 
placement of a worn-out grate, it was allow- 
able, but in so far as it represented an 
improvement as new capital outlay, it was 
not admissible. 


At present there was a very substantial 
discrimination in favour of the solid fuel 
appliance, which bore no purchase tax, as 
against the electric fire, which would con- 
tinue to bear purchase tax at the very heavy 
rate of 75 per cent. There was the added 
point that solid fuel appliances were not 
affected in any way by hire purchase 
restrictions. He als6 understood that it was 
arguable whether these new appliances con- 
tributed to the prevention of smoke pollution, 
because they were capable of burning lower- 
grade fuels. So far as he knew, there would 
be no very substantial saving of fuel as the 
result of the widespread installation of these 
appliances. 

His own personal experience of installing 
one of them was not a saving of fuel, but 
the fact that one did not have to get up 
in the morning and light the fire. Unless 
it could be shown that there were substan- 
tial fuel benefits to be derived from the 
appliances, the, only benefit would be the 
greater comfort which people enjoyed in 
their homes from their use. 

That was, no doubt, a good thing, but it 
was not a good reason for introducing a 
new principle of taxation to encourage 
people to buy appliances to make them more 
comfortable. As a matter of fact, there had 
been a very substantial increase in the sale 
of these appliances. In the first quarter of 
this year their sale reached the record total 
of 630,000, which was more than double the 
total sales in 1951. 

The new clause was negatived. 


Relief for Repairs 


_ Mr. OLiver moved a new clause to 
increase the income tax relief for expendi- 
ture On repairs to property by allowing 
money spent in excess of statutory amounts 
to be set off against other income. He said 
that the existing allowances for repairs had 
been operating for at least 25 years. If they 
were fair then, they must be inadequate to 
meet the cost of repairs to-day. The clause 
would help owner-occupiers and people 
living in small properties. 

Sik REGINALD MANNINGHAM-BULLER, the 
Solicitor General. said that the problem 
which the clause sought to meet arose only 
because there had been no revaluation of 
schedule “A” for some time. The answer 
ay in revaluation, but this in its turn would 
mean payment of more tax. He urged that 
the Clause, which would cost the Exchequer 
4 substantial sum, should be withdrawn. ‘The 
cae — — the report of a Royal 
' rhe ih Se 
ae was inquiring into the 
The new clause was negatived by 231 votes 
‘0 213—Government majority, 18. 
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School Building 


On June 25, in reply to a question from 
MR. JAMES JOHNSON, Miss HorsSBRUGH, 
Minister of Education, said that of the 330 
new schools which were taken out of the 
1951-52 building programme as a result of 
the ban on starting new projects at the end 
of 1951, 240 were included in the 1952-53 
programme and 24 were in the 1953-54 pro- 
gramme. Minor projects, meeting the most 
urgent needs, were substituted for many of 
the balance of 66. 

Replying to a further question from Mr. 
JOHNSON, Miss HorssruGH said that during 
the calendar year 1952, 346 new schools 
were started in England and Wales. As the 
basis of the educational building programme 
is the financial year, she could not give an 
estimate for the calendar year 1953, but 
there were 440 schools in the 1953-54 pro- 
gramme, i.e., due to start in the year ending 
March 31, 1954. 

Answering Mr. Angus Maude, Miss 
HORSBRUGH said that the value of the work 
done on major primary and secondary school 
building projects and on all educational 
building at end 1951 prices had been as 
follows:— 


Primary and All Educational 


Secondary Building (including 
Schools Technical Colleges, etc.). 
1947 £7.8 (m.) £12.4 (m.) 
1948 £16.0 (m.) £24.5 (m.) 
1949 £21.3 (m.) £38.0 (m.) 
1950 £35.8 (m.) £49.7 (m.) 
1951 £35.5 m.) £48.3 (m.) 
1952 £36.4 m.) £50.1 (m.) 
The corresponding estimates for the 


current year were £40.3(m.) and £54.3 (m.) 
respectively. 

Mr. Peart asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if, in view of the Eighth Report 
from the Select Committee on Estimates, 
dated May 20, 1953, he would revise the 
capital investment programme so as to pro- 
vide adequate supplies of labour and 
materials for school building. 

Mr. REGINALD MAUDLING replied in the 
negative. He said that the investment pro- 
gramme for education approved for 1953 
was already significantly larger, in real 
terms, than the investment achieved in any 
year since the war: this was a measure of 
the importance which the present Govern- 
ment attached to educational building. 


Stock of Plywood 

On June 22 Mr. Axsu asked the Minister 
of Materials what was the present national 
stock of plywood; and how long he antici- 
pated it would take to dispose if it. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said that the national 
stock of plywood, excluding strategic 
reserves, amounted to approximately 220m. 
sq. ft. at the end of May. As far as could 
be foreseen at present, disposal should be 
completed in the course of next year. 


Control of Plywood 


On June 29 Mr. Nasarro asked the 
Minister of Materials whether he would 
state the reasons that had prompted his 
decision to require importers to buy two- 
thirds of their requirements of plywood from 
Government stocks; how long this arrange- 
ment was to last; and what assurances he 
could give that the Government stocks were 
representative of consumer needs, that prices 
were competitive and that industrial require- 
ments for plywood would not be frustrated 
by his edict. 

Mr. Nabarro also asked the Minister 
whether he would state the estimated period 
required to liquidate Government stocks of 
plywood; and what steps he was taking to 
prevent further distortion of the pattern of 
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supplies and demand for this material, arising 
from the selling and imports ratios, respec- 
tively, for Government stocks and private 
imports, that he had recently imposed. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said the linking of the 
issue of import licences for plywood to pur- 
chases from the Ministry’s stock was designed 
to avoid unnecessary imports and undue loss 
to the taxpayer. The ratio was fixed from 
time to time after consultation with the ply- 
wood trade and with regard to the Ministry's 
stock position. He had recently reviewed 
the position following the completion of the 
Ministry’s import obligations and the volume 
of sales already effected. The trade were 
shortly being informed of a relaxation which 
would have the broad effect of doubling the 
value of import entitlement in return for a 
given purchase of the Ministry’s stock. If 
disposal continued at a satisfactory rate. he 
would, of course, be prepared to consider 
further relaxations. As to prices, he con- 
sidered those now being charged to be 
reasonable in relation to the general level 
of the market; but they were kept under 
constant review. 


Belgian Cement 

On June 22 Mr. Peter FREEMAN asked the 
Minister of Works, in view of the fact that 
British cement was still in short supply and 
Belgian cement was available, cheaper and 
of equal quality, to what extent Government 
contracts specified that this cement should 
be used in place of that of British origin. 

Sir Davip Eccies said that Belgian 
cement was dearer than British cement. 
Nevertheless, supplies of cement from 
Belgium had been obtained by the British 
Cement Industry and sold in this country 
at the same prices as were charged for British 
cement. In some Government contracts 
British cement was specified. The Ministry 
of Works contracts did not specify the coun- 
try of origin, but the cement must comply 
with BS12. Belgian cement which attained 
this standard was, therefore, acceptable to 
his Department. 


Use of Granite 

On June 23 Mr. HayMan asked the 
Minister of Works what sucess had attended 
his efforts to secure the use of granite, where 
suitable, for reconstruction work in London. 

Sm Davip Ecctes said the Consultative 
Committee for the Stone Industry had urged 
the greater use of natural stone and within 
the limits of building resources his Depart- 
ment had licensed work which specified this 
material. The question of the particular 
type of stone must be left to the designer. 


Stone for Scottish Houses 


On June 23 Mr. Grimonp asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland if, in view of 
the reasonable comparison in cost with brick 
and concrete housing, he would encourage 
the use of stone for new houses. 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART said that the 
Secretary of State had told local authorities 
that he was ready to consider sympathetic- 
ally proposals for building houses in stone 
provided the cost was reasonable. 





Loans for Fuel Saving Devices 

An outline of changes proposed in the 
Government loan scheme to encourage the 
installation of industrial fuel saving equip- 
ment was given in the House of Commoas 
on June 16 by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Mr. R. A. Butler. A leaflet giving 
full details will be available from the Minis- 
try of Fuel and Power, Thames House South, 
Millbank, SWI, and from its regional offices. 
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COSTS AND THE FUTURE 


Sir David Eccles’ Address to NFBTO 


N OUNTING costs are the only dangerous 

cloud in the horizon of the building 
industry; where otherwise everything is set 
fair for a long time. This view was expressed 
by Si Davin Eccies, Minister of Works, 
when he addressed the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives’ Conference 
at Skegness on June 25. 

Among the points dealt with by the 
Minister were the two factors which he said 
set a limit to the achievements of the building 
industry, namely, money and material re- 
sources. Sir David declared:— 

If any Government tried now to raise 
more money in taxes one result would be 
a lower level of individual and company 
savings. Indeed, most economists would say 
that any increase in the rates and taxes from 
the present high level would injure rather 
than help to finance the expansion of build- 
ings. Higher taxes would reduce private 
savings, and would make it more difficult for 
businesses to accumulate the cash out of 
which to pay for replacements and 
extensions. .. . 

if | am right that the building industry 
should not in present circumstances look for 
more money from the taxpayers and rate- 
payers, then it follows that expansion must 
be financed out of savings, and that we 
should support measures to increase indi- 
vidual and company savings and be careful 
to avoid adding to the costs of building, since 
building owners must always be very sensitive 
to the value they get for their money. Costs 
are important because of their influence on 
the rate at which plans for new buildings 
can be carried out. 


A Remarkable Record 


Let me now turn to building materials. Here 
we have a remarkable record of success over 
the last two years. It is with great pleasure 
that I congratulate you on confirming the 
view which I expressed directly I became 
Minister of Works, namely, that the output 
of the building industry, which was then very 
low compared to pre-war, was in fact held 
down by shortage of materials more than by 
any other single cause. It looks as though 
the industry will use in this year 1953 some- 
thing between 15 and 20 per cent. more bricks 
and cement than in 1951. Further, the 
present tight supply of these basic products 
shows that we have not yet reached by a 
long way the point where the manpower in 
the industry is receiving the maximum supply 
of materials which it is capable of using. 
This is an immensely satisfactory conclusion, 
because it proves that it is well within our 
power to continue to expand without drawing 
further manpower into the industry. 


Cost of Building 


Referring to building costs, the Minister 
said: If anyone produced for building a 
scheme of nationalisation or semi-nationalisa- 
tion which appeared to me likely to lower 
the costs and to improve the output and 
earnings of those engaged in the industry, | 
give you my word I should vote for it. There 
is nothing sacred or wicked about the par- 
ticular method we choose to organise an 
industry. One should judge each case on 
its merits. It appears to me that the size 


and character of the building industry do 
not tend themselves to an experiment in 
State corporations. 

But if one rejects any kind of nationalisa- 
tiom as inappropriate to building that does 
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not mean that all is right with the present 
set-up. and that there is nothing to be done 
to improve it. Indeed, there is a very great 
deal that wants doing, but not so much by 
Governments and Ministers as by a com- 
bined operation of all those engaged in the 
industry, looking at their problems in the 
context of their class of work and their 
existing organisation. 

It may perhaps be easier to approach this 
question of better organisation if I state quite 
boldly that from the side of those engaged 
in the industry the objects must be to increase 
earnings through greater output per man and 
to increase profits so that more can be 
ploughed back and pay for better equipment 
without which we shall not get the increased 
output and earnings. 

There is no single or simple way to achieve 
this increase in efficiency and earnings. Many 
teams and committees of inquiry have given 
us valuable recommendaticns. But always, 
to recommend on paper is one thing and to 
carry out the recommendation in practice is 
another. I am very anxious that the building 
industry itself should feel it a duty to 
examine and put into practice the admirable 
recommendations of all these committees. 
Quite a lot has been done. More could be 
done, and I like the method of joint con- 
sultation. I am sure that the industry, which 
is now on such a sound basis and has so 
much work in front of it, can manage its 
own affairs better than anyone else. 


Public’s Interest 


Summing up the situation, Sir David said: 
First, the general public’s awareness of the 
need for new buildings both on the social 
side and in industry is altogether sharper 
and more insistent than it was before the war. 
This is a very good thing. 

Secondly, the amount of building which 
we are able to do in any given year is 
limited by the available money and available 
building materials. On the money side we 
are short of savings, and this shortage con- 
stitutes a threat to the fulfilment of our 
national needs both as individual citizens 
and as producers of goods for home con- 
sumption and export. On the building 
materials side there are good prospects that 
supplies will continue to increase. 

Thirdly, since our financial and material 
resources are limited, the greatest importance 
is to be attached to the efficiency with which 
these resources are used. Here I see no 
technical advantages in nationalisation, 
rather the reverse. On the other hand, there 
is much that can be done to improve the 
organisation of individual units and to raise 
the efficiency of management and men so that 
higher output forms a solid basis for higher 
remuneration. 

All this is worth doing strictly from self- 
interest. It is the only effective way per- 
manently to raise the standards of those 
employed in the building industry. But it 
is worth doing for another reason which I 
am sure is already in your minds. We aré 
citizens of a very great country, whose name 
stands high in the world, and we all want 
to keep it bright and glorious, and I can 
think of no finer or more striking evidence 
of our continuing prosperity and renown 
than the products of an expanding building 
industry. 





Interim Notes 


The National Health Service has issued 
interim notes on “Rubber of anti-static 
(conducting) quality for Hospital Use”; 
and also on “Flooring in Anaesthetising 
Locations.” 
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HOUSING IN HAMMERSMITH 


: London Builders’ Conference 
Application Turned Down 


AT a recent meeting of the Housing 
Committee of Hammersmith Borough 
Council, a letter (dated April 29) was sub- 
mitted, received from the London Builders’ 
Conference stating that, whilst firms were 
unable consistently with their membership of 
the Conference to subscribe to a declaration 
in the precise form proposed, they were, 
nevertheless, anxious to do work for the 
Council on the same basis as hitherto, chal- 
lenging comparison in quality and cost with 
any non-Conference firm. The Conference 
had at all times been ready to submit its 
activities to an impartial review and, pending 
the outcome of the review now being under- 
taken by the Monopolies Commission, they 
requested the Council to reconsider their 
decision in this matter. 


The Borough Engineer and Surveyor hav- 
ing reported upon the number of firms who 
had agreed to sign the certificate, it was 
resolved (a) That the Committee adhere to 
their previous decision in this matter, and, 
(b) That an advertisement be issued inviting 
firms who are prepared to sign the certificate 
in question to tender for contracts in con- 
nection with the Council’s permanent hous- 
ing programme. 


SOIL STABILISATION 
Reducing the Cost of Roads 


MANY surveyors and engineers to-day 
must of necessity consider how the 
cost of road construction can be reduced; 
and those who have not studied the possi- 
bilities of stabilised soil road’ bases must soon 
realise that this recognised method of con- 
struction can in many cases provide the 
practical answer to their problems. 


Messrs. Chittenden and Simmons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., who draw attention to this 
matter, state that soil cement roads have 
been constructed in the USA for over twenty 
years, and the experience of their successful 
results has thoroughly justified this method 
of road construction becoming almost an in- 
dustry on its own in America; machinery and 
methods have been developed to a high de- 
gree, even to the extent of a weekly inform- 
ation pamphlet entitled “ Soil Cement 
News,” published by the Portland Cement 
Association. A university faculty has also 
been established to study problems of stabi- 
lising soils. 


Control of Projects 


In England, however, scarcely an acre of 
soil in our over-populated island has been 
left untouched by successive generations. 
This has served to create the problem of 
having many different soils in a small area, 
and the greatest control, therefore, must be 
exercised in carrying out a stabilisation 
project. 


Recently good progress has been made by 
the Road Research Laboratory at Har- 
mondsworth, who have issued a pamphlet, 
“ Specifications for Housing Estate Roads 
Using Soil Cement.” These specifications 
are undoubtedly excellent. They emphasise 
the need for adequate tests on the soil, and 
yet at the same time stress that when inviting 
tenders from contractors it should be estab- 
lished that firms are competent to undertake 
this type of work. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


House Planning 

The exhibition at the Building Centre of 
the models of one- and two-storey houses 
featured in the News Chronicle Home 
Planning Competition will reopen for three 
weeks at Heal’s, Tottenham Court-road, on 
July 6. The exhibition will later tour pro- 
vincial cities. 


Saw Maintenance 


A set of five wall charts covering the care 
and maintenance of circular saws, narrow 
and wide band saws, and the rebrazing and 
welding of cracks in wide band saws, has 
been issued by the National Sawmilling Asso- 
ciation. Sets can be obtained, price 5s. 6d. 
each, from the Association’s offices, 15 New 
Bridge-street, EC4. Orders for. individual 
charts cannot at present be entertained. 


Purchasing Officers’ Association’s Growth. 


The recent growth of the Purchasing 
Officers’ Association, which now has 40 
branches and groups in the UK, has neces- 
sitated a further expansion in the Head Office 
accommodation. From June 1 the Associa- 
tion has taken over the remainder of the 
first-floor offices at Wardrobe Court, 146a, 
Queen Victoria-street, EC4, and an addi- 
tional extension telephone line has also been 
arranged to meet the greatly increased traffic. 
The new telephone number is City 3841 /2/3. 


Accidents in Ironfoundries 


Further steps are being taken by the 
Council of Ironfoundry Associations, 
Crusader House, 14, Pall Mall, SW1, to pro- 
mote accident prevention in the ironfounding 
industry. A committee of the Council's 
representatives associations has been examin- 
ing the Iron and Steel Foundries Health and 
Safety Regulations. Its task should shortly 
be completed, and the Council now proposes 
to establish a standing committee which can 
advise it and its member-firms on accident 
prevention matters. 


Tendering at Wood Green 


Wood Green (Middlesex) Borough 
Council has been considering a proposal 
that it should include a cendition that ten- 
derers must be members of the London 
Master Builders’ Association when it issues 
advertisements for housing contracts. The 
Town Clerk has pointed out that the policy 
of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government is that public tenders should be 
open to the widest possible field, and that 
the district auditor might raise questions 
about the limitation of the field. The 
council’s housing committee has, therefore, 
proposed that no further action should be 
taken in the matter. 


Price Schedules for Electrical Work 


Local authorities are being advised to end 
the practice of seeking detailed price 
schedules whenever tenders for electrical in- 
tallations are submitted. The law commit- 
tee of the Association of Municipal Corpor- 
Ons suggests that, at their discretion, they 
-an discontinue the practice one the under- 
standing that detailed schedules can be 
sought before the contract is finally let. They 
should be free to call for such details from 
three or four tenderers, having regard to the 
standing of the tenderers and the nature 
of the contract. 

_ This move follows talks between the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association and the 
Association of Municipal Corporations. 
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Change of Address 


The name and address of the Secretary, 
and the address of the National Federation 
of Demolition Contractors are now W. G. F. 
Thompson, 20/21, Princes-street, Hanover- 
Square, WI. (Tel.: Mayfair 4768.) 


Tenants may be Evicted 


About 80 tenants of Wallasey Corporation 
houses are in danger of being evicted for 
arrears in their rents. The position is so 
Serious that the Housing Committee is 
asking the Town Council for authority to 
take proceedings against 84 tenants who are 
seriously in arrears. The position has been 
getting steadily worse for some weeks past. 


Housing Programme Threatened 


A decision by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government to approve only hous- 
ing tenders affecting the programme for the 
following nine months was criticised at the 
last meeting of Derby Town Council. The 
chairman of the housing committee (Alder- 
man A. R. Flint) said the result would be 
to make it absolutely impossible to build 
1,000 houses in the year beginning next 
August, as the Ministry had asked. It was 
obviously a new policy, and the only 
possible explanation was that it was a form 
of rationing of materials. 


Quality of Timber Criticised 


Allegations that poor quality timber is 
causing defects in council houses now being 
built have led to an investigation being 
inaugurated at Darlaston (Staffs). A special 
private meeting of the Council’s estate 
development committee was held on June 8 
to discuss allegations by Coun. J. Wootton 
that “ our housing programme would come 
to an end if the clerk of works rejected all 
the bad timber he should.” It was empha- 
sised that there is no suggestion of sub- 
standard workmanship among builders and 
that the matter is a national problem affect- 
ing every local authority. An official state- 
ment on the results of the investigation is 
expected later. 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAvE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 


your copy. 





REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 
AND AT STEVENAGE. TEL: STEVENAGE 440 
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A London depot and warehouse has been 
opened by Dunlop Specia] Products, Ltd., in 
Kingsbury-road, NW9 (Tel.: Colindale 
7033). 
Ulster Housing 

The Ministry of Health and Local Govern- 
ment has decided that detailed housing figures 
for Northern Ireland shall in future be made 
available to the general public in the shape 
of a quarterly statement. The first. return, 
published recently, shows that between 
June 1, 1944, and March 1, 1953, a total of 
39,009 permanent houses were built. In 
addition, 3,168 temporary dwellings were 
provided. Copies of the return, price 6d., 
may be obtained from the Stationery Office. 


Artisans to Meet the Queen 


During a visit of the Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh to Caernarvon on July 10, 
four representative artisans will be among 
the personages presented to Her Majesty. 
They include Mr. Ellis J. Williams, aged 69, 
who has been selected to represent the build- 
ing industry. Mr. Williams is a retired 
plasterer, a native of Barmouth, who started 
his career in the building industry nearly 
50 years ago. The slate industry will be 
represented by Mr. Henry W. Roberts, who 
is still working at the age of 74. He has 
been chosen by the North Wales Quarry- 
men’s Union, and was presented to Queen 
Victoria over 50 years ago when he visited 
London to sing with the Caernarvonshire 
choir. He works at Dinorwic Quarries, 
where he started at the age of 13. 


Rents of Council Garages 


At Camborne-Redruth UDC meeting re- 
cently considerable divergence of opinion was 
disclosed on the housing committee’s pro- 
posal for the preparation of plans for the 
erection of 20 additional garages at Redruth, 
and 20 additional garages at Pengegon, and 
the fixing of the net rent of 6s. a week for 
the garages on the Treleigh housing estate. 
Mr. C. E. E. Pengelly moved reference back 
of the plans proposal, as he feared that such 
a rent plus rates would leave the council 
with “a set of empty barns.” He did not 
think people could afford it. Members 
pointed out that any reduction of rents would 
mean subsidising the garages as was done 
with council houses, but Mr. Pengelly re- 
torted that the answer would be to build 
garages at a figure less than the £130 each 
which had been mentioned as the cost. Mr. 
W. Nicholas said more people wanted garages 
in the two towns than the council could 
possibly build. Amendments to refer back 
the proposed plans and to reduce the rents 
of those already erected were heavily de- 
feated, the council approving the committee’s 
recommendation. 


CRICKET 
LMBA v. Blue Circle 


Tue Brive Crrcre Sports CLus was at 
home to the LMBA Cricket Club at its 
headquarters on Bromley Common on June 
19, for the annual cricket match. It 
ended in a draw. The LMBA won the toss 
and batted first. They declared at 197 for 4 
(J. Steward 80 not out). The Blue Circle 
had made 86 for 4 when the match ended. 

The Blue Circle Club entertained the 
LMBA team and its supporters, who 
included the President, who umpired, the 
three Vice-Presidents, the Director, and several 
members of the Council and their ladies to 
lunch and tea. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Shareholders’ Report 
A shareholders’ report for 1952 has been 


issued by International Paints, Ltd., 
Grosvenor - gardens House, Grosvenor - 
gardens, SWI. The publication includes a 
photographic section illustrating various 
installations, ships and buildings on which 
“International” paints were used during 
that year. 


Mechanical Handling Equipment 


Details of a turntable truck with a 5 ft. 
by 3 ft. hardwood platform mounted on 
heavy-duty pneumatic tyred wheels are given 
in the May issue of the industrial truck 
bulletin published monthly by W. C. Young- 
man, Ltd... Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex. 
The bulletin also covers such items as pallets, 
stillages, trucks, trolleys and ladders manu- 
factured by the firm. 

Mastic Cement 

A mastic cement has veen evolved by 
Richard Tiles, Ltd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent, 
expressly for the fixing of glazed tiles. 
Marketed under the trade name of “ Richa- 
fix,” it is supplied at the correct viscosity 
for fixing wall tiles by the “floating” 
method, and is understood to be particu- 
larly suitable for the fixing of tiles to 
ceilings or vertically inclined positions, and 
to permit the relaying of tiles in repair work 
on the original bed at practically the original 
level. A brochure giving full particulars 
of the product may be obtained upon 
application to the makers. 


Shell Roofing 
The first shell concrete buildings to be 
erected in South Africa had conventional 


top lighting, found to be unsuitable owing 
to the greater height of the sun there. 
Later designs incorporated south-light shell 
roofs, known as “D” shells. A _ booklet 
comprising three articles reprinted from Con- 
crete Quarterly 14, 1952, has been published 
by “Chisarc” and Shell “D,” 58, Rodney- 
Street, Liverpool 1, illustrating some of the 
buildings executed to their designs there. It 
also illustrates the Fropax factory in Eng- 
land and the Turbine House at Skelton 
Grange. 


Earth Moving Equipment 


The range of tractors, scrapers and graders 
offered by the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co. has been extended by the addition of 
the motor scrapers and wagons formerly 
produced by the La Plante Choate organisa- 
tion. These include the TS 300 motor scraper 
with a struck capacity of 14 cu. yds., and an 
18 cu. yds. heaped capacity; and the TS 200, 
with capacities of 10 cu. yds. struck and 
13 cu. yds. heaped. Both models are 
powered by either a Cummins or Buda diesel 
engine, and will travel up to 22 miles an 
hour. The TW 300 bottom dump wagon is 
hydraulically operated and has a 14 cu. yds. 
Struck capacity and 19 cu. yds, heaped 
capacity. The TR 200 is a rear dump rock 
wagon with a capacity of 18 tons. Its wagon 
body tilts to 70 degrees from horizontal, 
thus permitting the load to be dumped more 
completely. The sole UK concessionaires for 
Allis-Chalmers’ industrial tractors are 
Mackay Industrial Equipment, Ltd., Faggs- 
road, Feltham, Middlesex, and by agreement 
spares and service for La Plante Choate 
scrapers and equipment already operating in 
this country will continue to be handled by 
John Blackwood Hodge and Co., Ltd.; 24 
,Berkeloy-equare. Wi. 
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Two New Booklets 


Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
Imperial Chemical House, Millbank, SWI, 
have published two new booklets on two 
of their products. The first, on “Kynal” 
solder and “Kynal” flux fer soldering 
aluminium, gives general information drawn 
from the experience gained by ICI Metals 
Division in respect of this jointing technique. 
The second is on the subject of their copper 
tubes for gas services, and points out the 
advantages of using copper in such cases. 


Partitioning 


A brochure illustrating the types of parti- 
tioning and other products manufactured by 
Steel Bracketing and Lathing, Ltd,, Willow- 
lane, Mitcham, Surrey, has been published. 
This partitioning is of single skin, completely 
welded angle-frame construction, and is 
fabricated in panels of sizes to suit individual 
layouts. Side-hung, swing or sliding doors, 
serving hatches and similar features can be 
incorporated as required, The units are inter- 
changeable to facilitate revision of layouts, 
and the standard types consist of 3 ft. high 
sheet steel dadoes with either mesh filling 
over Or horizontal bars for glazing; or panels 
filled entirely with mesh. ' 


Industrial Wiring System 


Specifications of their all-insulated indus- 
trial wiring system are included in a booklet 
produced by British Insulated Callender’s 
Cables, Ltd., Norfolk House, Norfolk-street, 
WC2. This system is of the surface wiring 
type and includes non-metal sheathed cables 
and all-insulated junction boxes and fittings. 
Properly installed, it is claimed to be com- 
pletely watertight and proof against fumes 
and corrosion, being recommended for such 
situations as chemical factories, breweries 
and abattoirs. The system is suitable for 
use where the voltage to earth does not 
exceed 250 volts, including DC 3-wire systems 
up to. 500 volts with the middle wire earthed; 
and AC 3-phase systems with earthed neutral 
where the voltage does not exceed 440 volts. 











FLUIDS 





FOR 


WOODWORM 
ano DRY ROT 


For Woodworm Control use Rentokil Timber Fluid 
A, B or C. Prices: A 27/6 gali., 15/- 4 gall.; 
B and C 21/- gall., 12/6 & gall. For Dry Rot and 
all Fungal attack use Rentokil Dry Rot Fluid 
Prices: 21/- gall., 12/6 4 gall. For information 
and expert advice, call or write: The Woodworm and 
Dry Rot Centre (20), 23 Bedford Sq.. London. W.C.1. 
Tel.: Langham 5455. 


Should the services of a specialist company be required 
to carry out the work under guarantee, our expert will 
call to give an estimate. 


RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, 
SURREY. Tel.: Leatherhead 4021/2. 
STORER ae ER eR aes 
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Reduction in Price of Putty 


Due to a reduction in the price of linseed 
oil as from July 1,,Wareing Brothers and 
Co., Ltd., of Bolton, announce reductions 
in price of their “3-Ply Cord” brand of 
metal window putty and other putties. 
Details from Carlton-street Works, Bolton. 


Calculator 


The “ Facit” calculator, model LX, will 
now be assembled in Britain by British crafts- 
men. With its large 10-10-19 capacity, this 
hand-operated calculator is one of a wide 
range of calculators distributed and serviced 
by Block and Anderson, Ltd., 58-60, Kensing- 
ton Church-street, W8. 


Circular Sawbenches: Price Reduction 


Four turntable-base models have now been 
added to the existing range of seven 
*“ BESCO” circular sawbenches, made by 
F. J. Edwards, Ltd., 359-361, Euston-road, 
London, NW1. At the same time, the com- 
pany have reduced all prices in the range, 
as a result of increased demand and produc- 
tion. 


Composition Flooring 

A general purpose plastic flooring has 
been marketed by the Laymatt Flooring Co., 
12, Norwich-road, Bournemouth, Hants. It 
is claimed that this composition flooring, 
which does not need specialist labour, is 
completely fireproof, a non-conductor of 
temperature, resistant to medium acids and 
hard-wearing. Available in five colours, it 
hardens overnight. Its list of installations 
includes the Ministry of Works, British 
Railways and St. Paul’s Cathedral. 


NEW INVENTION 
Builders’ Calculator 


A PROTOTYPE of a new calculator which 
has been specially designed for use by 
builders is shown in the photograph beneath. 





The action is simple, being based on a graph 
with a series of vertical and horizontal 
scales which, it is claimed, permit a very 
wide range of calculations to be carried out 
with speed, quite a high degree of accuracy, 
and very little mental effort. 


With the instrument it is possible to cal- 
culate the standard prices of a large variety 
of materials, and to make many other cal- 
culations ingluding, for example, the prices 
of a given number of bricks or tiles at a 
given price per thousand, the price per 10 ft. 
run of mild steel round bars or rods for a 
given diameter and given price per cwt., and 
the prices of flat sheets of zinc and copper 
per square foot given the gauge and the 
price per Ib. 

The calculator has been invented by Mr. 
V. F. West and a Mr. Woods, of Bracknell. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
‘From Our Own Correspondents | 


Argentine.—Preliminary stages of the con- 
struction of the aqueduct that is to unite the 
La Florida Dam and the Cruz de Piedra 
Dike in the Argentine are being completed 
as soon as possible as an honour to Presi- 
dent Peron. This work will greatly benefit 
the province of San Luis and will in all 
probability lead to further development. Two 
well-known technicians of the State-Owned 
Telephone Company who have been on an 
industrial tour of the United States are to 
incorporate American ideas into the expan- 
sion plans of the Argentine telephone net- 
work. Extension of these plants will involve 
the building of exchanges and other build- 
ings necessary for the administration and 
technical efficiency of a modern telephone 
system. 

Greece.—Greece has submitted to the US 
Government for approval a vast project 
which will make her economy more indepen- 
dent. The first part of the work involves 
spending about $22,400,000 and consists of 
irrigation works in the Salonika plain cover- 
ing an area of about a quarter of a million 
acres, anti-flood works in the Acheloos 
valley, and other types of irrigation plants. 
The second part of the scheme deals with 
the completion of existing electric power 
projects such as the thermic power station 
at Aliveri and the Agra, Ladon, and Louros 
hydro-electric schemes. The Acheloos 
scheme alone will cost about $54m. and will 
produce 184,000 kw of electric power and 
will enable Greek bauxite to be transformed 
into aluminium on the spot. The third part 
includes a number of industrial projects and 
will necessitate the spending of $117m. 
Included in these schemes is the construction 
of an oil refinery which will mean a saving 
for Greece of $54m. annually. Other 
plants to be built consist of nitrate factories. 
expansion of the aluminium, magnesium and 
similar industries, the construction of an 
aerial railway between Itea and Stylis, the 
construction of a large sugar refinery and 
the utilisation of the Missolonghi salt-pans. 
It is reckoned that the whole programme 
will take about five years to execute and will 
entail a total expediture of $236m. of which 
$13im. will be in dollars and the remainder 
in Greek currency. 


lraq.—The Minister of Communications 
and Works of Iraq has been quoted as say- 
ing that £1m. is to be allocated for a pro- 
gramme which will extend over five years 
for the building of houses for railway 
labourers and port labourers. This is part 
of many development schemes now being 
discussed in that country since the formation 
of a Ministry of Development. 

It has now been decided that the Kirkuk 
Project to utilise the waste gases from the 
oil fields is to be held in abeyance pending 
investigations of a similar nature at the 
Zubeir oilfields near Basra. Much construc- 
— — is envisaged once the project is 


Zealand.—A large refinery will 
be built in New Zealand to produce oil fuels 
and by-products from coal deposits if the 
Government gives its approval. The com- 
Pany behind this project is the Sol Develop- 
ment Company. The oil fields are in the 
Obai region, Southland, and it is estimated 
there are about 200m. tons there. The com- 
Pany has taken out options and rights al- 
ready and has sent a director on an investi- 
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gation tour of Britain and the United States. 
Estimated output of the refinery is in the 
region of 5,000 barrels daily. 


Poland.—Interesting conservation work is 
being done in Poland of historical buildings. 
In Poznan for example the ancient Dzialyrski 
Palace is being renovated as well as three 
dwelling-houses dating from the end of the 
eighteenth century. Work is also well 
advanced on the restoration of the 
historical Raczynski Library. 

An open-air theatre is scheduled for build- 
ing in a large 1,500 acre park between 
Stalinogrod and Chorzow. This theatre will 
seat 10,000. A planetarium and an astrono- 
mical observatory are also to be buiit. In 
plan stage at present are drawings for a 
swimming pool for about 5,000 people. Also 
to be built in this large park are a number of 
amphitheatres built in granite and sand- 
stone and large squares which can be used 
for dancing. 


*USA.—Thomas Export and Import Sales, 
Box 623, Gladewater, Texas, wish to contact 
a UK source of supply of black iron riveted, 
or welded, water tanks and towers. Mr. 
Thomas is interested in obtaining quotations 
(in dollars) for towers with capacities from 
50,000 to 500.000 gal.; the height of the 
towers to be 80 ft. to 150 ft., and the towers 
to be of hemisphere construction. Interested 
UK manufacturers should write direct (by air 
mail) to him at the above address, giving 
him prices, c.i.f. Houston, for the water tanks 
and towers described above. Any inquiries 
by telephone should be made to Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2413. 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 














ncen ® 


TERRAZZO TILING 
IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 
Specialists 
ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 


LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS; 
LONDON : VIC 3043 (4 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM ; EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines} 
BRIDGEND GLAM.;: BRID. 736 
READING : READING 81560 
MANCHESTER ; DEANSGATE 5971 

















NEW ZEALAND 
GOVERNMENT HOUSING 


Designs that Reduce Costs 


HE New Zealand Government is to build 

experimental houses to show the public 
the standards that can be achieved in lower- 
cost housing design and to give a lead to 
the building industry, writes a correspondent. 
Eight experimental houses are to be built 
at main centres throughout the Dominion 
and will be of two basic types which will 
allow for considerable variation in design. 
They will be planned to give a three-bed- 
room house at a cost of about £2,100, exclu- 
sive of land, fencing and paths, and the 
saving on each house is estimated at between 
£350 and £400 compared with the present 
cost of the average conventional house now 
being built. 

One of the experimental houses has been 
designed by the Director of Housing Con- 
struction, Mr. R. B. Hammond, and the 
other by the Government Architect, Mr. F. 
Gordon Wilson. 


Mr. Hammond’s house is planned to be 
made as a two-bedroom unit by eliminating 
one room. His idea is that young people 
just married will not have the immediate 
money for the larger house. As their need 
for more space increases a third bedroom 
can easily be supplied by completing the 
plan as for a three-bedroom house. All are 
double bedrooms. Mr. Hammond’s design 
aims to save costs by the dual use of space 
by reducing the number of internal doors 
and passages, by space heating and by having 
less road frontage than is usual, though still 
more than the minimum required. 


Cost Saving Features 


Mr. Wilson’s main cost-saving feature is 
a reduction of 25 per cent. in the amount 
of timber used, though still building within 
the present building code and providing a 
structurally safe house. He also aims to 
save cost by repetition of design, by dual 
use of space, by keeping to standard-size 
timber and using what is often waste timber 
in short ends and by less expensive modern 
types of roofing lighter than tiles and so 
saving in structural stiffening. In his design, 
Mr. Wilson also has in mind the possible 
use of pinus timber. While having repetition 
of design, Mr. Wilson has plans to avoid 
monotony in a housing settlement. He advo- 
cates the use of varying colour to avoid 
monotony, careful variation of siting on 
building plots and studied variation in the 
planting of trees, lawns and gardens around 
the houses. 


One of the outstanding features of Mr. 
Hammond's house is the handling of the 
lounge, dining-room and kitchen area, which 
become in effect one generous and multi- 
purpose space. The dining area is to one 
end of the lounge, the other portion of that 
end is occupied by the kitchen, which has 
no door but is separated from the lounge 
only by a screen. The house has only six 
internal doors. 


Mr. Wilson’s plan has one unusual idea. 
It does not include complete finishing of 
inside painting. The cost is based on the 
minimum finish so that the house can be 
occupied and then the owner or occupier 
can finish the interior decoration to his own 
liking and, if he wishes to save money, by 
his own labour. This is estimated by Mr. 
Wilson to save about £60 on the initial cost 
of the house. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





tier information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptiona! 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
ae 
Pit Ballast peryd. 1 O11 
Pit Sand i i a 19 11 
Washed Sand ... ica “tS roe sad nes wa i pee 
in. Shingle... ‘ee ‘+ ee ir ee és ig $ 
in. Broken Brick ss is oa 2 19 3 
‘an Breeze » 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate = per ton Ay ae 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site a 415 0 
1 to 6 tons, site - 5.4.9 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 3 pre a 5-3 
1 to 6 ton do. site . ~ §12 0 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots in o 616 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to st 3d. lis ton. 
White Portland Cement ot ” 12 15 6 
Under | ton per cwt. + oe 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 6 7:6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ” 14409 
Stourbridge satin 6-ton — at Railway Depot, 

London +e oe ~ 3435 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks ie ose ese -. per 1,000 1017 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... sian pik ane Pr o. oo i 6 
Mild Stocks : ane ici ss 810 6 
All loaded free into lorry atthe works. The question’ 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District. Commons ane wre . si 5.3. ® 

Cellular GO. os ana ave re a $3 0 

Keyed BGs 60: eee sey one x 510 0 

Rustics wo oe ‘ re 613 0 

Cellular Rustics ~ 613 0 

Single Bullnose do. me 6 8 0 

Sandfaced - 7 & @ 

Cortex Facing Bricks ye 6-2: 9 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ ye 23 14 O 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ms ye ae 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... a ¥ 2 ieee ee 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) a 918 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... ea! see ‘ 8 16 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) ‘ . me uae i 2 A 
3 in. do. (London Stations) . ea 26 11 6 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced “Red Facings 

(London Sites) is 13 4 6 
2% in. Machine-made ‘Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) os 3. 32% 
24 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) ” 14 1 0 
24 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 

(London Sites) ae _ 1410 
24 in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London Sites) ra a 12 14 0 








£44 
2g in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) .- per1,000 13 7 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... ‘ ‘ie 64 00 
Headers a is gas “ 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats ies tte re 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... eee ih vee as # 85 0 0 
Double Headers... wie sat a siti a 77 10 0 
One side and twoends ... aii ae ois a 87 00 
Two sides and oneend ..... pa ‘oe tee ‘a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ae es on a 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. es ode ... 150 yds. ne .. per yd. sup. 42 
29M. 20 iin ‘ne Na Fae ae oon - 4% 
3 in. ‘ ie oa S20 US. se as a 4 il 
4 in. (6 cavit y) 95 yds. a ie oa 6 § 
Half iecie at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
5 Sieeee ree" .» 100 yds. ink tis a $35 
RRS 5 svn as ads ee as aot aes va 4 0 
eens es a.) Soe sei aoe ne 4 8 
4 in. oa ons oe. oe Sau ees ost a 5 10 
CRANHAM 
1 Hees ‘as oe el oe bie ae a 5 10 
3 ern dea ‘pie Sve ove vies vie # 6 4 
3 in. Be at sg 
4 in. sale ee wis sai sat - ae 
43 in. Load bearing quality . on ‘i 10 2 
R BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks wake in. sng Ii i.  dalbverell | in full 
lorry-loads ae -» per 1,000 3012 0 
4 in. me a ae me yeh Sais ies eet 33 13 0 
5 in. ee bes ai ne pink “da a 38 5 0 
6 in. do. ee ‘is 45 9 0 
7 in. do. e a 52 10 0 
8 in. do. whe 59 19 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons a 2 tons 
Best Quality +674° +87 + 
B.S.S. Best do. +1 * + 673° +1 ive +874% +41 Horse, %o 
Tested Quality picid +374%+874% +37 ad % 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%4+674% +474° recto +4749 son 
d. 
3 in. Land Drain oe ” 12 in. ae. per 1,000 5 13 0 
4 in. do. ‘ 12 15 6 
6 in. do. - 26 9 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park «. per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ; im 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered eapaoen area ,, : i. 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ; a = 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at ~— Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region a Ses Sei = a 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
-O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining,’ sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to S5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area r ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two "sides as above “3 — 
described .. ‘ad e 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. xX 3in. Rubbed, weathered, ——— and 
stooled cills : re “ Ss per ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. x 6in. do. "do. 2 4 3 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 2 - 114 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 2 5 6 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. we 2.34. © 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ia b 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes.. wa» per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STO NE—continued . fad f2.4 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in. 4 im-a0d 6 ia. Che. a a me eee ee 

ecigee coped fae sendered .-per ft. cube 126 ON MO ae ce ne ck ae $0 

“De ae fair one edge for fair faced 10 in. x 4} ie, I2in. x Sino. “ae 5 0 
brickwork ove vee ove ove ~~ wes oe Sim. x 44in, 6in. x 4hin, Tin x Shin 
Hein. x te Seema aied nd edge per ft. ie | wein shetn een 

12in. xX 2in. Square on top a ge per ft. run in. X Sin, in. x 8 in, in. x 8 in., 

14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13in. X Sin, din. x Stim, Min xin >, 10 0 

and front “i ..per ft. cube 2. 28 4in. x 8in, Sin. x Sim, 15in. x 6in. 

12 in, x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front Pa 116 9 16in. X6in, I6in. x 8in,  18in. x Gin, 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ft. sup. 7 6 i8in. x 7in, I8in. x 8in, Win x 6bin, 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 11 9 x * x 74 in. pm val om te 387 6 
TILES and PANTILES Steel angles average price = we mE 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over 1,000 Fabricated cael deemed ickio—- si ” ws 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern _ from R.S. Joists cut and fitted ne A $115 0 

Lincolnshire district kot pres 28 6 6 Compound girders see sis ha as $7 0 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district * sind én 4118 6 Stanchions zg 3 se oe foe , 6200 
Hand-made Double ee Bridgwater district <.. wie ss 7 6 Compound stanchions - sated es pi sth , eee 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles district =. ass 1210 6 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... sw sd 77 8 
Machine-made 104 x Staffordshire district... ose 13 0 0 Average prices not for awkward work. 

Hand-made Hip and Va ga doz. wae bes ies Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex : London 

Machine-made Hip and Valley ti do. “a aa 1 9 Stock i in. diam,, and | upwards ay a 37 1 6 

Concrete tiles 104 x 64 pom fons ne 616 6 fin. d Ris 2 ca mas per ton "extra 3 12 0 
do. ateriocking (49S) :. aed 18 4 6 & in. Tr ae my ae Pad ot 217 0 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. # in. do. ee rh ee Rs 1 3S + a2. 8 

SLATES 4 in. do. MER eae ie re! oy eg ee oe ee 

First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Mup Steet Tunes. 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

I oe actual. Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

re eure ae ee ee 100 16 9 Cem A= 4% ia ae 

22 X34 ore oon al ons ona oie ee ° ight jo 

22 RE. wai Se eae <a thekns wag, eae 8 0 6 cee ft aly Heavy +274¢, Malleable List ~ 394% +-38% 

20 x 12 ave oa rae oat ae was ae ri bo ea Black— " 

20 x > os ae a on son sins oe pH 7 : Class A — 234° , Light + 84° 

18 x 1 soe ese aie ani ose ze wi 4. at ° ig A -» _ 201° 

18 x9 gut cia ae eae ena aa), a Geek ib aecmey +. 1k Maen tte 008 

16 x 10 ene eee eae oes eee eon eee 42 18 3 C.l. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 

16 x 8 OAs OM ite gee ish tT soe 33 13 3 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Gutters Nomis foe 
3 in. ive ous Ae were to? Bee 2/9 / 

Hse ti hie. en ee, eo y/o 

Joinery quality Rete ..Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 | 4 in. ene a ee ce a U5 

Carcassing quality ... do. » £93 to £102 43 in. ove oe vee oe on Se aA i/7 

i in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. ” £109 0 0 in. “ se oe 
Hardwood— C.1.0.G. Gutters 

M reed African S.E. es do. per ft. cube 2 3 in. ie ba a 4/ 5 3/7 fit 

Honduras do. a a pa 215 0 34 in. ad net tad a on 3/7 1/2 

Oak European do. ....~— do. ” 117 6 | gin. ne 2 3/8 1/6 

do. Japanese do. eee do. ” 115 0 44 in. sats ‘on eon won ok (toe 4/4 1/8 
do. English Logs sawn do. va 2ST Se cog hi gaan pega a 4/ll iis 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ~ 3 0 0 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. a 9 C.L. Ras-waren Pre ett . 

tanches 
DOORS (in Lots 1-11) ee v4 in 6-ft. a is Ayry oy is 
Delivered London area. ia Sag 28 yt! 67 3 0 6? 
14 in. 4 Horizontal nag scat in. _ 3 in. as Ey Ih me eee 4/8 T/A 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 we each pie Pe Sime on ae Se ee 5/7 8/5 
2 ft. 3in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eh 2 ae ee 00 113 0 4 in. a Korine 6/9 9/il 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Me ee ae ” 114 6 eee 
28 3s. 4a ee es bei die 116 9 L.C.C. Coateo Son. Pires 
2 in. do., but top panel o Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. bos aa ‘ jae Oe 5/9 T/- 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. in. pa iat ie = 210 6 24 in. an ee at ee ice Ee 6/4 8/8 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ies ‘ie ent 2 13. 6 3 in. a eat <= ae oe Se 7/- 10/5 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel o - Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. as oe ae aus ooo. eee 8/8 12/1 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. iechib-abik, sien “ 2 2 . tin fia eut “tes A, Pi fe fot 
2 ft. 9i fi ates at wai ~ ve prices or gu ters rain- water and so! nder 
in X 6 Gin only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74% and 
pacts 4 tonnage allowance. 4ton. lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent 
elivered London area 
tin. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in a LO ee 

quantities of 1 ton yds. to 1 ton) . eee per y' 

{$n “do. (61 yds. to Lon) ae ee Stee; ae ee 

2 - 0. yds.tolton) ... ce am : eee one ove 

Lin. do. (45 yds. to ton) ... gt = 10 . 6 in. ei aed ey ee 29/10 28/10 49/11 

3 in, oO. (39 yds. tol ton)... ” 2 Pipes ITTINGS. 

° uantities under | ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. Orders wets ton ee pepe aca 
. mported insulation Board, quantities over 5, yo 1 A ne a Sie. @ Orders over £30 'ess 174 per cent. discount. 

e 2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 

; = —aae > » oe ove eco ooo eee - : ; : Pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. of as vs &/- 
ik in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ” ve = ess Peryd. sup. 21 ee eiities  ee 43 $/- 7/- 
R coling Felt, + % eas ped ie vel es - 19 Bends square or obtuse, an 2/9 ro We 
Best Scotch Glue,inslabs 3. ks. .. per $ cwt. ; ° 9 Swan a ~~ . i 6 4/6 6/- 
Croid “Glue ee sTiibasten 3h ys DE eee « Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND Frrtines. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up “(1-ton lots) ove perton 59 5 0 in. 5 in. 6 ia. 
- Wire Naifs, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) om oes ~~ Pot 25s Gutters 6-ft. ra peryd. 3/3 3/7 4/3 5/2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) wee wel ° 210 3 Drop woot each y 7. an n 
$ ae ” 

METALS Sra. Jowsrs, Erc. ; Ede pehuats oa ae oe 
Basis Joists— Union Clips a5 - 1/4 1/7 Wit 2/3 

Gin. x Sin, 8 in. x Sin. 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in., 

12 in. x 6 im. plain cut to lengths delivered London - 9.4 veeananadnnmtaes 1 Stogy: wierd ie 
area ove eee wee eee ce ove ton 

<tra for sizes gi Gutters 6-ft. length ~ yd. 2/4 2/9 2/10 = 3/4 4/8 

3in. x 1} im my = 310 0 | Dropends ... each 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 4/- 

3 im. x _ in., 4in. X 3 im, 5 in. * ie = in o : ; : Stop — wit ape E de /10 Pa A 

4in. x tie ra, n pate wns 2 4 

43 in. x 3 in., 24 ia. Ak When. 3:00 ape 3 OO | Memes we a eS BY OES DP Vee 

>i. X 3 in, Qiao. x 7 im - ae | ‘o 1 0 0 © UnionClips.. .. » fu. Ye Wi 1/3 
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Metals—continued ; PAINT AND DISTEMPER a 
3, : Per ton basis Delivered London area. £s¢4 
.. in London Ceiling Distemper wave vey ane ove POFCWL «=I G 
~ a . shable Distemper ae ooo oes eve *- 12 
“Se Jron—Staffordshire meister maces Gan von on von eS Gloss Paint " we. per gal. 215 : 
" = — pb . os 4 : Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) - ee per cwt. 3 il Q Ed 
t I tee oops oes ae oes oes oo ‘ 5 EAE LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. : 
mat, Stock per ton Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks hia «. «per cwt. 8 0.0 Gy \ OU 
* Two-ton lots i cwt. kegs sis to 
e a ead Genuine White aoe 20 eal lots in 1 ‘gal. tins per "gal. 2 = 0 —F 
. sa : Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg bet «. =©—per cwt. 3 0 - el 
BM am < R. and C.A. 45 12 6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ... ose 217 6 ROSSE, | 
AS >4 ora on Ae I Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ORD per'tin 9 0 Met a civi 
af 26 gauge sgt tg = ‘id a a a ee Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... ose DOT Sab 18 6 “It is 
a Galvanised Corrugated s! sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ree i wd ‘ ist inest vie 
+. 20 gauge mh . as a call i, eee SUNDRIES. a rchite 
a 24 Seuss aie ae Mn ‘ie Ba Pa we, a Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra ‘ie a ‘ae 2c 
tee 26 ga wi. LN tak. elon do. do. (40 gal. drum) do ve be 4 § yntinue 
aw, iacheaaiets Flat sheets C.R. and CAnn Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior we a 6 6 In the 
a.” 20 gauge i me a ee ne ene ae Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . si ‘ide ie me 2 0 he new 
ae, 24 gauge an ae nai si sits al en Oe ee Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ee pide ens per 1b, 1 6 sane 
i 26 gauge tit $8 12 0 White Lining Paper ie. Sia” the a. 1 7 @@out with 
.: Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on ity. It 
” application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Lt laintaime 
= PLumBers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. VARNISHES, one, he new 
ei Delivered in London area Delivered London area. reserv. 
a M.O.H. Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... oe .-» per gal. 112 6 gprescrve 
- 5a All per doz. din. jin. lin, Idin 1din 2in. Oak Pale Copal do. ee ae pe 115 0 In Ge 
e/ Screwdown bib cocks Crutch Hard Dryirg Oak for Inside doe al oes Pe 117 6 he whol 
e. head for iron 3 . f- 1319/6 Crystal Paper Varnish do. ove cee eee ” 115 0 nfortam 
om Toilet bib cocks for i iron .. 100/4 136/2 Eggshell Flat Varnish do. tee toe see ” 2206 cular} 
4 Screw down stop cocks for iron 63/9 103/6 174/3 354/- 471/6 736/5 Finest Carriage Varnish... 0 1. nee nee * 210 0 geicularly 
3 do. with twounionsforlead 92/3 147/9 277/2 377/4 580/9 987/4 Front Door Varnish ove eve sve ceo a 117 6 @ihad beer 
are Double nut boiler screws... 15/10 23/- 39/4 42/3 52/7 68/6 Japan Gold Size... see nee nee wee *” 110 0 Bet was g 
Fig Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 173/6 264/- 344/10 627/- 798/- Black Japan hi late ine es - S58 Bhat area 
am 4,1 Plumbers’ union brass lead to Brunswick Black... oes oe ove eee - 1 Og 
= iron inet ae 20/4 26/5 35/3 55/ 3 74/3 129/4 Berlin Black ee Uae ee » 1 5 0 He wa: 
y ld in. 14in. 2in. Zin. 34in. = 4in. Terebene “ woe) alah ” 1 5 0 @Mtself wa 
p Caps and screws wee wee 26/6 31/9 47/6 95/- 103/- 127/8 Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) keane - 2.0 0 Biyne of 
is Brass sleeves ... pa oat 27/6 37/- 52/10 66/8 69/6 French and Brush Polish (do.) ... eee see a 113 0 osts wa 
io 1} x 6Ib. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7 Ib. sie tink 
; Lead P. trap with brass ee GLASS mangthsited 
H $ screws 616 76/9 123/- 210/- Seatbelt Sociale Perf oncrete 
& Lead Ss. etn: 4 (a Oe 92/- 151/- 211/- CUVEE LONGUE Stea. sve 3 but all o 
Pn: es oe ae ie a ms eo ve per Ib. 3 6 18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes “a af we ¥ 
in ee , aa a oe il asi nes ome 4 3 2402. ” ” ” ” BOR “ 7 at Mey 
ier Blow p 4 6 = e .» ” ’ ” ” ” 3 Lord R 
4 pat Copper Gabe BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 283d. per Ib. plus gauge Ye Rol ted Pl ” ” ” ” oe 1 9 Dn this 
eg and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. ¢ in. Rolle ate.. ere wee ae “ burgh’s < 
“a Extra fe in. and 3 in. Rough Cast ‘ie ed 1l urg : 
in aa* d. d. $ in. oo Rolled and 1 Cathedral, "Standard patterns : . Hition. T 
ie “er : ite : ms ot at at ae hemselve 
if ij ~ ~ _— = fot Tetel gor & ry do. Standard Tints ...  ... cow ae) ee es 1 4 ll build. 
fa ¥ SOND ce as Sieg ee Sie 374 do. Special Tints iin nog ft /Kl re” eB Ly city it 
[tee tin 18 7” |. id a8 8h . = 37 4 in Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 7 
Ke 14 in ee oe Cie se hes 37 Reodiywe and Luminging on cs ww st urgh in 
44m “S \ ao 94 ne 7 384 4 in. Wired Cast . ok Ane aa baer, cae : ie ities mig 
es Rolled ‘Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price ‘yo 3 in. Georgian Wired Cast lai ai vai sie ae 1 1k ad beer 
‘oe. plus gauge and manulacturing extras... .. perton 305 10 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each magnifice 
He 98 Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. «. percwt. 610 6 PB2 5} x 5} x3 in we te ae Me eee The bi 
wa do. 2 gauge _— do. » 6 8 6 PBS 75 XK Te RE ce ee ee ee ee ras thei 
e¢ Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- P.B.32 73 x 7} x 3} in n. oie ane i = 2 ame ‘ | 
Tan, ing extras... vee eee ee pr I. 1 113 Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— ~ see | 
ioe LEAD SHEET AND PIPES OD oe ead Et alles? ek STARS. dias apie engee ee nhanced 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London s4 a nes ~— ae — oe ove eee 6 9 as Pla 
a or Home Counties. ove ‘one “ one owe ‘ies q 9 inate in 
* 2S oe: fin. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. Quality— Per ft. su planting | 
re Lead Sheet, English, 34 tb. substance and upwards perton 131 0 0 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. nar y- ee ple ee 3 ~_ me many 
: i Lead Water Pipe in coils eee ” 132 5 0 ” ” ” ” 5 ft. sup. eee eee one eee 4 5 perpet 
BRS Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4in. dia. <.. “ 133 15 0 a ee oo I Siadd GF Sas Oo oe 5 1 © ths 
hep do. over 4 in. dia. be eS | ae * 135 15 0 as, prime © MGR fecad oo oo sepa plante 
ay Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. ae: a 133 15 0 ig be ret 
inc Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton j 4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- Speakir 
i<* 5 cwt. and under | ton sie i ne eee per cw. 2 0 ing 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. Bill, Lore 
* 3 cwt. do 5 cwt. si ae eas mr és 4 0 G.G. quality— - ee 
ms lor. do ewe ; = “a 6 0 Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way 7” ~~ are 
i! Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. "priced ‘specially. or 135 in. both ways . ove rk ais. Lae elves Wo 
ii Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto 2. aS ae RAS TSR hould er 
; weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ... wi axe? Any Bi 
extra according to current trade schedule. Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application, hea: y 
ie Allowance for Old Lead, collected £85 10s. Od. per Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at : pane fe 
be ton weighed at buyer’s works. Special Prices. t least i 
‘ba PLASTER, etc. Quantity Tarift—Sheet and Sundry Glass. a aoe 
2% ¢ following prices apply to minimum quantities #@& one size and one aG deen 
= Cues — 1-ton looteast over as a on aed per ton : ee . pattern delivered by the manufacturer to om€ sao one tiene. n import 
"y Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae ai eR Minimum Per ft. su Presidit 
4 do. Fine do. do. ese = ae. et. Description of Glass. quantity. ‘ i IR J AME: 
££ Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ae one pi - 619 9 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... ove ose “ 3,000 3 s hel 
. Hydrated Lime mh: a cae ce aa tee ws eh ee. mee ome. on wearer. 53 ae 
Beas Lump Lime do. OE 418 6 | 2602 ee ae ae nf AS wore 
ja White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... 1” 10 0 9 ote m 2 ne 2,000 95 e differ 
‘? Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in |-ton loads __... ‘a 915 3 :; hg "Rolled Plate .. rer 1,000 7; these 
,* ae < Chips in 6-ton loads . woe a 3 < : ti i. Figured  Roted and Cathedral Standard andardis 
. per cw tterns, dee : en ti 
Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 t ins Cross Flexon, Pinstripe “Hammerstripe, vor ” “ea pe 
: yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. AS Reeded, Luminating and Spotiyte ‘ 1,000, 104 urgn gol 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to % in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast ... 2000 91 ture de 
12 ft., } im. thick, 600 yds. and over in one ¢ delivery } in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal seals tla ee Tr creation 
Delivered site... ... ee ye 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ee ee awe . 2,000 . 1B Dmmunit 
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Edinburgh’s Georgian Houses 
‘ you have only to look at Princes-street 
to see what happens when a scale is 
:!lowed to run riot,” commented the EaRL oF 
Rosse, chairman of the Georgian Group, 
at a civic dinner in Edinburgh. 
“It is true that you have possibly the 
inest view in any city in Europe, but if one 


js architecturally minded one does prefer to 


ontinue to look at the view.” 
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 


the new town of Edinburgh had been laid 


ut with supreme consideration for the older 
ity. It was every bit as important now, he 
laintained, to preserve what was known as 
he new town, as jt was then considered to 
reserve what we now called the old town. 

In George-street the proportion was, on 
he whole, good, but there were certain very 
nfortunate modern additions. He was par- 
icularly glad to hear that a local society 
ad been formed in George-street and that 
t was going to ensure that the dignity of 
hat area was preserved. 


He was also very glad to learn that the city 


tself was taking steps to see that a good 


ype of street lighting with suitable lamp- 
osts was installed in the area. “We have 
een too much of the modern mass-produced 
oncrete standards not only in this country 
I think it 
peaks very highly for the city. authorities 
hat they are taking steps on these lines.” 


Lord Rosse said that he had been delighted 
n this visit to the city to see that Edin- 
purgh’s classical houses were in good cén- 
tition. The Georgian group liked to consider 
hemselves the defenders and upholders of 
ll buildings in the classical tradition, and 
ho city in the British Isles could better Edin- 
urgh in buildings in that tradition. Other 
ities might have fine buildings, but no city 
ad been wise enough to preserve such a 
magnificent array. 

The buildings were indeed lovely, but it 
fas their planning that he found had an 
special appeal. The lie of the land was 
nhanced by the admirable way the buildings 
ere planted upon it. The city was for- 
unate in its open spaces and the happy 
planting of trees. He sincerely trusted that 
ne many small open: spaces would be kept 
perpetuity and that suitable trees would 
¢ planted when the old ones died or had 
be removed. 

Speaking of the new Historical Buildings 


f''|, Lord Rosse said he was afraid that it 


‘$ not going to be exactly what they them- 
ives would wish, but he did not think they 
hould criticise too harshly. 

Any Bill that was going to assist in pre- 
‘rving old houses was better than no Bill; 
t icast it meant that the principle that the 
reservation of these houses was important 
ad been officially recognised and that was 
nh important step forward. 

Presiding at the dinner, Lorp Provost 
(R JAMES MILLER said the Georgian Group 

‘Ss helping to maintain interest in what 

‘s worth preserving in the architecture of 

© different cities visited. It was difficult 

these days of mass production and 
andardisation to achieve the lay-out of 
iden times. They were, however, in Edin- 
urgh going to preserve their open spaces in 
ture developments and see that sufficient 


creational needs were provided for the 
DmMmunfty. 


SCOTTISH 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDER 


Mr. John Houston, ARIAS 


WE REGRET to record the death which 
has occurred in Edinburgh of Mr. John 
Houston, ARIAS, who was a specialist 
in the preservation and restoration of old 
murals and stonework. Mr. Houston, 
who did much to preserve part of 
Scotland’s ancient heritage, commenced this 
work about 20 years ago for the Ancient 
Monuments’ Department of the Ministry of 
Works in Edinburgh, and after years of study 
and research he trained a staff of five 
technical assistants. 


Among the buildings which he dealt with 
were Skelmorlie Castle, Largs; Kinneil, 
House. Bo’ness: Culross Palace and Falk- 
land Palace, Fife; and Cumberland House. 
Aberdeen. 





Jona Cathedral 


THE PROBLEM Of making the fabric of 
Iona Cathedral waterproof is raised in the 
annua! report for 1952 of the Pilgrim Trust. 
Iona Cathedral was one of five cathedrals 
which received assistance from the Trust. 
The trustees contributed £3,000 towards the 
cost, estimated at £5,000, of making the 
fabric waterproof. Repairs carried out at 
the beginning of the century were not suc- 
cessful, states the report, and the penetration 
of damp remains a serious problem. For 
the tower roof, now of flat lead, a return 
has been recommended to the gables saddle- 
back provided by the medieval builders 
“who appear to have understood the climatic 
ordeals to which buildings on Iona are ex- 
posed, better than their twentieth-century 
successors.” 


Two Development Plans Approved 


THe SECRETARY OF STATE has approved, 
subject to certain modifications, the 
Development Plans for the burghs of 
Greenock and Paisley. These are the first 
complete plans to receive the Secretary of 
State’s approval under the Town Planning 
Act of 1947, 

The modifications made by the Secretary 
of State affect key central areas where it is 
thought that the problems are so difficult 
that it would be better if the Town Councils 











FORMWORK 


for 


CONCRETE 


s 
is the only book published in the English 
language dealing solely and exhaustively 
with the subject of shuttering. It is indis- 
pensable to anyone engaged in the design 
or construction of concrete structures. The 
volume gives complete designs for formwork 
for every type of plain and reinforced con- 
crete structure, from simple footings to arch 
bridges, with tables from which the sizes and 
quantities of timber required for any type or 
size of structure can be seen af a glance. 
320 pages, 239 illustrations, 11 design tables. 


Price 20s. By post 21s. 


CONCRETE PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
Specialists in Books on Concrete 


14 Dartmouth St., London, $.W.1 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 2, 1953. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, includ- 
ing the islands of Orkney, Shetland, etc. 


Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 6}d.; Labourers, 3s. 1d. 


For apprentices, the rates are : 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s.. &. 

Ist oa ‘ ad 25 38 it 
2nd aa 3H Si lit 
3rd ‘ Sa me" 50 77 11 
4th ‘a a 664 103 104 
Sth Seer Ne 116 104 
For female labour, the rates are : 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) - Pes Pees ia 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) oe 











considered the matter further before embark- 
ing on any scheme of redevelopment. 


In the case of Greenock the Secretary of 
State. influenced by the very formidable 
objections lodged on behalf of the Harbour 
Authorities and industrialists, decided that 
the whole question of the future widening 
and re-alignment of the main road through 
Greenock should be looked at again. In the 
case of Paisley he was impressed that the 
necessity for tying up the whole question of 
future redevelopment of the land east and 
south of the Abbey, including the effect of 
traffic to and from the Glasgow-road and 
the possibility of some of the traffic being 
diverted south of the Abbey. He has accord- 
ingly modified the plan to leave the land in 
that area to its existing use. 

The primary object of the plans is to 
indicate the best use of the land in the burghs 
for the next 20 years subject to the review of 
the plans every five years which the Act 
provides. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to erect at an est. cost of 
£67,000 a new public school at Bucksburn. The archi- 
tect is Alexander Gardiner (F), Corporation Offices, 
Broad-st., A 5 

Airdrie.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared for 
new primary public school for which the architect is 
William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. 

Ayrshire.—Plans in the hands of their architects 
for Bank at Main-st., Largs, for The Royal Bank of 
Scotland, St. Andrew’s-sq., Edinburgh. 

Ayr. tion to erect a fire station at Prest- 
wick-rd., for which the architect is O’Brien 
(F), Council Offices, High-st., Ayr. 

Blantyre.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for 49 houses for which the architect is Samuel McColl 
(A), County-chbrs., Backford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dumbartonshire.—Pians prepared for new church 
halls for The Congregational Union, for which the 
architect is Lockhart W. Hutson (F), Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions at 1-9, Park-dr., for which the architects are 
James Monro & Son (A), 307, West George-st., Gias- 
gow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for The Scottish Burial 
Cremation Society, Ltd., for extensions to The 
Western Necropolis Crematorium, for which the archi- 
tects are Will. J. B. Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), Carl- 
ton House, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for the Wilson Terrazzo 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for additions and alterations 
at their works for which the architects are Sam Bun- 
ton & Associates (F&A), 7, Somerset-pl., Glasgow. 

G .—Plans prepared for new Church of Scot- 
land halls to be erected at Haughburn-rd., for 
the architects are Miller & Black (F), 132, 


Regent-st., G s 

Lanarkshire.—Pians in hand for scheme of houses to 
be erected at Bracfield ing site, Lanark, for which 
the —— is John W. ite (F), 38. High-st., 
Lanark. 


West 
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The 


pittitita, 


THE BUILDER 


CURRENT RATES 





S OF WAGES 





AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. Grade 
PIUIOGR: ccieivescarcervtcnnnvedin A 
PING vciiscswentrtavdecestihie A 
Abergavenny ............... A 
SIL: pcicnunghenviecheunet A2 
TID vistcdiccincdcsitincs A 
PIED ins subocepininancia A 
RE A2 
Aldershot District ........... A2 
PENNE FF Bo evcccccccoccovecvcoth 
oe eRe Al 
DEED - suinscivenccttobeées A 
Ambie sisd onan m_oweee So 
PIE saver cvvscosictideendt 
Ammanford ........... oe | 
SIIIED Schauchodbndsioincninen A2 
IY acidemia Missi ; 
| etn 
Ascot 


A2 
A2 
: A2 
Ashby-de-ia- Zouch ener * 
Ashby Woulds U.D..........A 
Ashford (Kent) ere 
Ashford (Middlesex)... A 
Ashington ..... reer” 
Ashtead ini hisinebhinen A 
Ashton-under- Lyne eee | 
Aspatria and Brayton. A 


tw 


Atherstone R.D. ernie A 
Aylesbury ... i A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) ......... A 
Ayltesham . ........cccccccues A2 
INNO dsninssiibanddnooscecesodee 
Bakewell U.D.. biennale 
Banbury . ue 
Barnard Castle U.D. ee 
Barnoldswick U.D. Al 
Barnsley : A 
Barrow-in-Furness . A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 
Barry A 
Basford R.D. (exc Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2) A 


Basingstoke Al 
SE ae = 
Batley A 
Baxterley pneu 
Beaconsfield & District Al 
Beamish A 
Bear! A 
SS EEL A 
SIND.” Sxcospepenababecasaleia A2 
Bedale R.D.. a 
EE See A 
aaa A 
Bedwes .. A 
Beeston & Stapietord UD. A 
Beiper U.D..... A 
Belton sabia caeuniate A 
Berkhamsted ....... Pea 
Berrington .... “i Al 
Berwick District. conde 
Beverley ptibilhndistanio ll 
Bexhill-on-Sea ...... ape 
Biggleswade ............... --A2 
PIOSECRY: ....0ccscrcevecss oe * 
Billing . A 
Billingham U.D.. A 
Bilsthorpe ......... ‘ A 
Birchington AZ 
Birkenhead bd 
Birmingham C.B tA 
Bishop Auckland A 
Bishop's Stortford A 
Bispham ..... ; : A 
Blackburn A 
Blackpoo! A 
Biackwel!l R.D A 
Blaydor U.D A 
Blidworth A 
Blyth A 
Bognor Regis A2 
Boldon U.D A 
Bolsover U.D A 
Bolton A 
Bourne End Al 
Bournemouth District A 
Brackne!! ore | 
Bradford Ee 
Bradford-on-Avon .........A2 
Braintree ...Al 
Breconshire, C« vunty of,..3A2 
Brent Knoll .......... waeeeA2 
Brent woc od 19scansheciiababiinn A 
OEE LT A 
Brierfield oassvrothagbbenstnaenntl A 
DMIONGD ..cesisviamslinhiitecs cs A 
BOOM scniscnasstiinembons A 
ret... ss sniatidestelanietigtaiiies’ A 
Broadstairs .........cc.ssseene -A2 
Bromsgrove U.D............. A 
BOOUBR. .ccdinpiviedcsen cqnovoatt 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... A 
BON *. whic ancivbacdecaeniecas 


* For aitned, Li 
Cnt, 744. Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
oTe.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all t 

WomEN’s Rartes.—In all districts 
Carry out work other than craft 

















KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 


Craftsmen ... 
Labourers ... 


A Al 
3/64 3/6 





Town. Grade. 
IS LES OMI: A2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
Ce OTE LEBER GE A 
Saxton -on- -Trent ae en A 
Bury . EES % 
Bury St. Edmunds. endeeebedeks Al 
RE Sy RED A 
ee SR EE EE AEC: Al 








On ORD A 
| en ae Se A 
CUIOET, BAS vissstcccinoncssnnis A 
Canterbury 

EEE nbanhenminttniakeeeiGssenss 
Cardiganshire, County of tA2 
| aS RE Se A 


Carmarthenshire,Caty of t¢ 
Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of ~ 
Carnforth 








Castleford 

Caterham A 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ............ A 
Charmy Down ............... A 
Chatham & District ......... Al 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.. A 
Chelmsford ...... pe 
RD sdb ovscccaccicacses A 
CIOW = iicciicedebacsscecnce Al 
8 SERRE A 
PP ORO TE A 
Chesterfield M.B................ A 
Chesterfield R.D............... A 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ..... A 
| ERSTE eee oe A2 


Chippenham (inc. Cc hippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
huish 





Chorley 

Clacton 

SC OMNOIOD ok dincavcavevecsscy A 
EES Se ee Al 
EER ER Ea A 
| gales ec ei Saas A 
Coaivilie U.D. ..............0. A 
Cobham (Surrey).............. A 
A A 
RMNED: adtivibsbonckisesesencs a 
2 | (ae Al 
oS Al 
SE Sinidiwstiescoddbanssunndins A 


Conway ... 
Cornwall, County OF... SAS 





> 
og ed Eee A 
oR A2 
eae A2 
Crawley (Sussex) ............ A2 
OC FEI ETE OA 1 A 
TE Pr Al 
Crow borough saaemicsleouiael A2 
| I: A2 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington District ............ A 
REE oo cors he scthien eel A 
1 ™ ee songeennaboouataae 
Denbigh Tous .cc..cua A2 
Deroy CP chine A 
Dvtittit actissiemhcc .-A2 
Devon, County of . -$A2 
Dewsbury ........ a 
en eres REET ES: & A2 
EIINS  ssnicousigasinnemebaaanle A2 
Demenster Cy ccc A 
EOOURIIE «: cchastishaxdsunceneeten A 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, teal and 
B Al) 


Dudiey M.B. 
Durham City .. 
Eastbourne 


East Grisistead District... A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A 
Ebbw Vale & pone. ania 








Fakenham 
Falmouth 
Fareham ... 





verpool, and London the rates are Pht ony 
Plus 2d. per working da 
owns and districts hae ol 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

t the country the rate of wages for women 


throughou 
craft processes, 2s. 3d. per hour. 


Felixstowe 
Filey U.D. 
Fleetwood 


Harrogate 
Hartlepool 





High Wycombe 


Hoddesdon 


Jarrow M.B. 


Kidderminster M.B. 
King’s Lynn 
anor hare 
ingsteignton 
kha 





nang ; Labourers, 3s. 


Folkestone a 





Gainsborough U.D. ......... A 
eet et ee, A 
Gillingham (Kent)............ Al 
oodsndveneeiecnsoceumias A 
a, ESSERE, A 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 
op ears A2 
CP ineinissaoeiccntvbeccone A 
TRE ST ate A 
Grantham M.B................ A 
ee Ee Ss A 
Great Yarmouth ............... A 


Grimsby C.B. & R.DApart) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
Guildford District A2 
Guilsborough.......... 





Halesowen M.B................ A 
| nS EE “i 
Setidabideccendyusieds A2 

| Al 
2S Et OR OEE eB: A 
MINN inn coriccecnocsmceasde A 


Haslemere ... 





Hatfield (Herts.) ............... A 
Haywards Heath ............ A2 
Heme! Hempstead ............ A 
Henley-on-Thames pivoonness A2 


Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 





Isle of Thanet 


REONIND FOAM oc cnicckdccmethacacned 
REMIND sic sancsnaccaneh 
BStniabey WED, 206s cscotercnsivad 4 
Kenilworth U.D. .......... A 
Kettering M.B. ....0.......... AN 





SNe CODD. ncnicccccassctinits A 
Pm ee apbibannctenite A2 





Perit ri rt r rerees 





eukitehvbnsis voula natal A2 
Market ates U.D. = 


Meiton Constable 
Melton Mowbray U.D 


Newark-on-Trent R.D. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 


Northallerton Dist. 


Norton Radstock . 








Radnorshire, County of 


SOO eee eee ene eegeanseeees 














2 
t Tht hee 








MOOR EER s5l. cscs... A 
Sleaford U.D. ...-....... Al 
ae Al 
Smethwick C.B. ............. tA 
a 2 
Somerset, County of . tA2 
Southampton siebetbii ais ne. A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. A 
cn EES A 
South Shields C.B A 
Spalding U.D. A2 
Stafford M.B............... A 
MIE a ivnictvntiehtcsics« A 
Stamford M.B. ............. Al 
Stantonwick ............... A 
lattes ne ER ae A 
TERE A 
ein at ot eae 

Stockton-on-Tees .......... 


A 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ........A 
Stoke Orchard _.............. Al 
Stourbridge M.B. ........ 

Stourport U.D. ........... aA 
Stowmarket ................ Al 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B....Al 
Sunderland District ...... A 
Sunningdale ................ Al 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. ....A 
Swaffham .................. A 


Tamworth M.B. 
SER cao ccsccccctieces. 





bi Dee ene A 
Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
» North of, to Billericay - 








SE a aces odds ewdees 
ROGRIONIID +s cccsecesciigroienss rn 
CREAR Se ae Al 
ON iis iicbincis Ficpdneces Al 
TRE. wncarbtccoiiinntibie Al 
EGON os ccncadincmnse Al 
Tunbridge Wel's ........... Al 
Tynemouth C.B. ............. A 
Uppingham (Salop) ........ Al 
Uttoxeter U.D. ..........00-- A2 
Wakefield ..., 

Wallsend B. .... 

Walsall C.B. 

Walsden sapien thaiitdiamibiecinn 
Waiton-on- Naze_ wietabetipe Al 
bs, ee Ne be Mees se TE A 
Warminster ...........00000..A2 
I A 
Warwick M.B. ................. A 
Wellington U.D. ............. A 
Wells (Norfolk) ............ 42 
Sn ee FRE IS A 
Welwyn Gar. City ........... A 
West Bromwich C.B. A 
Westbury .. ......., so AZ 
Westcliff-on-Sea ............- A 
WROD ck cet Mionsenp send Al 
Weston-super-Mare ......... Al 
Woeyerides chika... A 
WENO. ocidccccowtssidce Al 
UTES RIA. cus cesctacasniew ed Al 


Whitstable and District ...A2 
Wickford A 


Wigton .... 
Willington 
Wilmsiow 4 
Wilts. County of ......... tA2 
UNE a cc cuncansbcemnenl Al 

Windermere .........:0000000-4 A3 





Wither PS acta eal Al 
Woking (District) ...........-/ Al 
Wokingham ’ 





In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 
County rate and applies except where higher 


is coo piocenes is 2s. MM. ger hou. Women introduced to 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 40 


grades are stated. 
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FUTURE 


found in the A 
vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still but not included in 
this list see previous issues, with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 8. 
*+Durham CC.—Conversion of implement shed for 
stock and new implement shed. County A. Durham. 
*+Hants CC. — Police house, Victoria-rd., Netley, 
near Southampton. County A, Winchester. Dep. 


£i Is 
JULY 9. 
**Surrey CC.—Extensions at Reigate Priory county 
sec. school. County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 
*?+Surrey CC.—Further accommodation at Banstead, 
Merland-rise county primary County A, 


Kingston-on-Thames. 
*tWalthamstow BC.—Three houses at Nos. 35-41, 


tisement pages of this and pre- 


First-a ave.; nine Mag at junction Millfield-ave /North 
Countess-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each scheme. 
Tenders by July 29. 


JULY 10. 
South Western Reg. Hosp. Board.—Extensions to F5 
dormitory block. po ten oy a Dep. £2 2s 
JULY 11. 
**Plymouth City C.—48 flats at: Notte-st. 


ep. £3 3s. 
Y 13. 


City A 


JUL . 
"Chester RDC.—Eight houses at Thornton-le- 
ours 3 Eaton, ARIBA, 16, White Friars, Chester. 
ep. £3 3s. 


*East Riding of Yorks CC.—Two police houses at 
Burton-rd., Molescroft, Beverley. County A., Bever- 


Dep. £2. 
: JULY 14. 
*tNorthants CC.—Site works and playing field, 
Henry Gotch modern school, Kettering-rd.; new block 
ai Westfield-rd. school, Wellingborough. County A, 


Northampton. 
; JULY 15. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation of 
nurses’ home to provide office accommodation for 
headquarters staff, Walkergate Hospital. R. Dobbin, 
ne cretary, ‘* Danira.’’ Osborne-rd,, Newcastle-upon- 

yne 

**Norfolk EC.—Two additional classrooms at 
Wymondham Sec. Mod. School; three additional class- 
rooms at Martham County Prim. School. Chief Ed. 
Officer. Norwich. 

**Wandsworth BC.—Three-storey block of shops 
and 20 flats, Rinaldo-st., Balham, SW12. BE & S. 

Mere and Tisbury RDC. — Four houses at West 
Tisbury. Bothams & Brown, architects, 32, Chipper- 
la., Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. 


; WULY 16. 

Liverpool City C.—(a) 756 dwellings and 133 
garages, Deysbrook-la.; (b) 12 flats and 6 garages at 
Anfield-rd. City A. . £2 2s. each case 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea UDC.—Six Sangalows and 24 
houses at Spital estate. S. 


JULY 

Gipping RDC.—Six ‘eens “at Little or came 

<S, Needham Market, near Ipswich. Dep. £ 

Hartismere RDC.—Two bungalows and 4 houses, with 
site works, on Wyverstone housing site, phase 3. H. 

wliler, Housing Officer. 2s. 
: Pr Weat Riding Standing Jt. Com. —Adaptations at 
se st Borys, Court House, Doncaster. County A, 
e 


JULY 
- Horsham RDC.—32 rag “at Broadridge Heath. 
sodman & Kay, architects, Milnwood, 13, North 
Parade. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Southend om- -Sea CB.—Demolition and anesoetes 
ff room, etc., Leigh prim. sch. Boro. A. Dep. £2 
TULY 21. 

“Sirkenhead Corpa.—217 houses, Woodchurch 

: contract No. 11. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


. JULY 22. 
Granthom BC.—24 pairs of houses. BE&S. Dep. 


JULY 
“Berks CC.—{a) Pair of a houses at Southamp- 


. Faringdon; (b) two at 
ns County A, Reading . £2 2s. each site 
a . cottages 


erection of six i 
Openshaw, 65, St. Gilesst., Oxford. 


D 


adanleee , UDC —New council chamber and 

adapt ef existing building at “* e 

H cK 7s E&S, Ceuncil Offices, On fight. 
£3 3s. 


. JULY 4. 
~~ BC.—Alterations and renovations to 
Coke on ” Gibsons Hill, Upper Norwood. BE. 


JULY 25. 
1 coe gl cs re 
wetcr port at Tema, some 18 miles east of Accra 





THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


at an est. oom ot, Sir William Halcrow and 
ae le ICE, Allene ‘oun, Cotee-ct.. 


JUL 
*East of Yorks CC.—Six houses at 
Hessle. County A, Bev : 
*Hemel Hem BC.—58 houses and 4 garages, 


Warners End. B& becca E, Market-sq. 
Y 28. 
*Brighton BC. ae 2, oom and flats at Wooding- 


dean. BE&S. 

an _— BC.—il mane in Essex-st. BE&S. Dep. 
*Guildford BC.—Twenty pairs of houses. BE & S. 

Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 31. 
_*Maldoa BC.—20 houses at St. Peter’s-ave. housing 
site. BE. Dep. £2 2s 
AUGUST 5. 
*Prestwich BC.—Ten shops and 16 maisonettes at 
no -rd., Carr Clough estate. BE&S. Dep. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 8. 

*tDerham CC.—Sanitation improvements and 
general repairs at Ryhope Village CE (Controlled) 
School. County A, Durham. 

JULY 17. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Com.—Internal decora- 
tion of West Riding Court House, Barnsley, and the 
magistrates’ clerk’s offices. County A, Wakefield. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Com.—Internal and ex- 
ternal repairs at West Riding Court House, Hall Ings, 
Bradford. County A., Wakefield. 

*West Riding Standéing }t. Com.—Internal decora- 
tions and repairs at West Riding Court House, Dews- 
bury. County A, Wakefieid. 

JULY 18. 

Aberdare UDC.—External painting of 362 dwellings 

at Trefelin, Trecynon and Penywaun. E&S. 
JULY 20. 

*Walthamstow BC.—Externa!l painting 88 houses, 5 

blocks of flats and 91 prefabricated bungalows. 


Housing Manager. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 27. 
*Stepney BC.—Electrical installations, 19 flats, 


Vallance-rd. BE, 227-233, Commercial-rd., El. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JULY 31. 
*Sunderland BC.—<1) Heating and hot water in- 
stallation; (2) felt roofing: (3) precast concrete roofing 
at Hylton Red House Primary Junior and Infants’ 


School. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 16. 
Poole BC.—Roads and sewers on the Alderney 
west housing estate, stage 1. BE&S. £2 2s. 
JULY 17. 
tWokingham RDC.—Main drainage of Pinewood- 
ave. Howard Humphreys and Sons, Victoria Station 
House, 191, Victoria-st., London, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


Tenders by July 28. 
JULY 26. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne City C.—Main sewer, approxi- 
mately 720 lin. yds. long, at Kenton and Fawdon. 


City E. 








Hity 


SCAFFOLD 


[FITTINGS | 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.5.1139. 









Our DESIGNS give TOP 
SAFETY —yet you SAVE 
SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours— FREE. 
We are as nearto you as your 






IS cA FFOLD 
RECTION 


[= OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LAWE, LONDON, E.8 











Route All2. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 27. 
% BC. of at Red Lion 
housing estate. 
RDC. 


25,081 yds. mains. Aubrey 
Moon-st., . Dep. £4 4s 

JULY 31. ? 

C.—Construction approxi- 
mately 22,750 sq. yds. carriageway, with kerbs, 
sewers, mains, at Walton housing City E. 
Dep. £2. 

AUGUST 18. 


Gesport BC.—Construction of new road (first 
stage) from Rownes Bridge to Peel Common. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea. DWELLINGS. i, om, eee the 
approval by BC of 


erection of eight d wellings, 
mated cost £15,378, on sites of Nos. 11, 13 and 15, 
Salcott-rd. 


Croydoa.—Houses.—Extension of Heath-way and 
Bennetts-way, and erection of 38 houses has been pro- 
posed by Gower Builders (London), Lid., 16, Lime 

Com. 1¢ 


Tree-gr., Shirley. 
Croydoa. —INDUSTRIAL But_pinc.—Hsg. 
commend ace lig = a so subject to submission of de- 
erection by Diac, Ltd., en- 
industrial 


gineers, = ‘south End, Croydon, of 

buildings on New estate. 
Croydoa.—Housinc.— prepared by 

Boro’ A for erection dwellings at | : d 


stock-rd. / t-rd. 

rd. and Albert-rd. Other sites later to be 

include Cranbrook-rd./Upton-rd. (6 dwellings), Green- 
side-rd. (10 dwellings), Nursery-rd/Zion-rd. (12 dweil- 
ings), Selhurst New-td./Selhurst-pi/Gloucester-rd. (18 
dwellings), Osborne-rd. (6 d ), / 
Moffatt-rd. (14 dwellings), Car (22 dwell- 
ings), South Norwood (7 dwellings). 


Croydos.—Scuoot.—TP approval has been given to 
erection of Castle Hill School, New Adding- 
ton. Architects, H. Macintosh & Ptnrs.. 33, Highs, 
Croydon. 

"Crayden. —ScHoot ExTensions.—EC recommend 
approval of plans prepared by Boro’ A for extension 


of Lady Eldsiige Grammer Schect: ie as a three- 
torm entry school, estimated cost £15,000; and exten- 
of hall, esti- 


ways, Addington. Bo 
Croyden.—Factory Reconstruction.—Application 
by R. Crawford & Co., Ltd., Bert-rd., Bensham-la., 


Thornton Heath, for reconstruction of their factory 


has been given ' 
Croydon.—Factory ReconsTRUCTION.—TP consent 
their factory by 


Croydoa. — Hous SES. — Erection 
garages at sites 15-25, Rockmount-rd., 
Sargent & Co., 55, Jasmine-gr., Penge, 


_—Pr 
Brooklyn,’ Croydon-rd., 
beg © i keons a Seed. have been approved 
eos .—Estate Layour.—TP Com. 
north-east 


revised layout plans for 
Gate estate. BS imstructed 


to prepare working draw- 


TT 


£156,050 

sections and elevations en 

Winton Newman, LF 3. 

Inn, WCI, for of 2 frve-storey blocks 

containing 20 each on Clyde-st. extension. Same 

architects to scheme for the development of 

site of Nos. 68-102, , Clearance of which 

by BC has received MH&LG approval. 
Finsbery.—F.aTs_AND —LCC 

mended to assist Donation Fund, 17, Buck- 
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Finsbury. — ScHoot Accommopation. — LCC Ed. 
Com. approved proposals for erection in 1953-54 edu- 
cational iiding programme of additional accommo- 
dation at Sir Philp Magnus county secondary school, 
estimated cost £10,630. Plans by LCC architects’ de- 
partment. 

Felham.—Housinc.—Scheme for the development 
of a four-acre site in Bulow-rd. area by erection of 
135 flats and maisonettes and 12 houses, estimated 
cost £347,300, has been approved by LCC Hsg. Com. 
Pians ared by LCC architects’ department. 

H .—Deve_orment.—LCC sg. Com. has 
approved a scheme for development of a 10-acre site 
in Bentham-rd. Plans prepared by LCC architects’ 
department. 

Hammersmith.—MaisonertEes.— LCC approval has 
been given to proposed erection for BC of four-storey 
block of 8 maisonettes on site of 8/14, Westwick-gdns., 
W6. Architect, Maxwell Gray, ARIBA, 15, Red Lion- 
sq., WCi. ‘ 

Hammersmith.—Fiats anp Marsonetres.—Erection 
for BC of four-storey block of maisonettes on site of 
7/9, Ashchurch-terrace, W6; and three-storey block of 
6 flats on site of 25/29, Cromwell-gr., W6, pro- 
posed by Hammett & Norton, AA.RIBA, 29, Sack- 
ville-st., Wi, has been approved by LCC. 

Hammersmith.—Fiats.—Proposals by BC for erec- 
tion of three-storey block of 6 flats on site of 88/98, 
Godolphin-rd., W6, have been given LCC approval. 


Scheme, to be carried out by direct labour, was pre- 
pared by Boro’ A. 
Holbora.—Fiats.—LCC tqwn planning approval 


thas been given to erection by BC of seven-storey block 
of 14 flats as extension to Tybalds-cl. estate. Plans 
gepared by Boro’ A. Consulting E, W. V. Zinn, 
MICE. 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., SW1. 
H ~—Primary ScuHoo..—M of E has approved 
is for the erection in 1953-54 educational 
building programme of St. Alban’s CE primary school 
on land between Verulam-st., Baldwin’s-pl. and 
Baldwin’s-gdns., at estimated cost £70,950. 
orncherch.—Dwetiinc Houses.—Proposals by 
R. J. Isbell, builder, 72, Harrow-dr., Romford, for 
erection of 9 dwelling houses at 1-5, Rosslyn-ave., and 
6-9, Gubbins-la., Harold Wood, have been granted by 
law consent. 

Horacherch.—Housts.—TP permission has been 
given to erection of 13 houses and one bungalow by 
A. C. Salinger, Ltd., bidrs., 15, Park-dr., Upminster, 
on sites of Nos. 271-275 and pilots 1-10, Corbets Tey- 
ed., and piot 11, Foxhall-rd., Upminster. 

Horacherch.— Dweii mas.—U have approved 
amended plans of 32 dwellings for erection at 1-18 
and 20-33, Wingletye-la., submitted by T. Bates & 
Son, Ltd., bldg. contrs.. Church-rd., Harold Wood. 

Horacherch.—DwetLIncs aND COMMUNITY CENTRE. 
—UDC has consented to erection of 16 dwelling 
houses at Nos. 1-8a and B on plan, Wood-la., Elm 
Park, proposed by R. Costain, bldrs., Dolphin-sq., 
Wi. Latter are to submit plans to UDC showing 
alternative sites for proposed community centre in 
South Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—Dwewiincs.—Council § submitted re- 
port on erection of dwellings on Mardyke estate. 

Hornachurch.——-Houses.—Tenders to be invited by 
UDC for erection of 52 houses at Front-la., Cranham. 

Horacherch.—MAiIsoNeTTES AND FLats.—Hsg. Com. 
recommend erection of 14 maisonettes and 3 flats on 
site on Dovers Farm estate. 

»-~ County Primary ScHoo.. — Working 
drawings are being prepared by Jack Howe, ARIBA, 
12, Spring-st., W2, for the erection of county primary 
schools at Highbury Quadrant (first stage) and 
Hornsey-la. Estimated cost of the latter is £123,940. 

Lambeth.—DervetormMent.—Approval given by LCC 
Hsg. Com. to scheme prepared by LCC architects’ de- 
partment for the development of 3l-acre Lough- 
borough-rd. site. 

Lewisham.—CreEMATORIUM.—BC proposes erection 
of a joint crematorium with Beckenham and Bromley 
BC. Hither Green Cemetery proposed as possible site. 

Lewisham.—Hovustc.—-BC consent has been given 
to proposals made by M. H. Forward, the Borough 
Architect, for the building and drainage of the 
following: Six Ss on sites of Nos. 46-60, Sangley- 
rd., 14 houses on site of Nos. 387-405, Bromley-rd., 
and on site between No. 411 and No. 5, Winlaton-rd.. 
17 houses on sites of Nos. 14-22, 46-50, 25-29, Aistibie- 
rd. and 29-41, Abernethy-rd. and Nos. 5-9, Manor 
Lane-ter., 37 houses on sites of 19-31, Ewhurst-rd., 
80-90, Crofton Park-rd., 109-119, Salehurst-rd., 31-37, 
Bartram-rd., 106-114, Buckthorne-rd., 30-36, Honor 
@ak Park, and 23-37. Eddystone-rd. 

Lewisham.—DerrarTMENTAL StToRE.—Proposals made 
4 hy = Arsenal a Society, 147, Powis-st., 

-18, for erection of departmental store on sites ot 
Nos. 11-29, Beimont-hill 2 - 

Lewisham.—Garace, Work sHops.—Erection of two- 
storey extensions to Messrs. Chiesmans, in Myron-pl. 
and Granville-gr., for use as transport garage and work- 
shop, etc., has been given TP approval. ‘oposers 
are W. Braxton Sinclair & Ptnrs., architects, 45, White- 


hall, SWI. 
_ Lewisham.-—Housrs.—LCC approval given to erec- 
tion of 9 terraced houses on site of No. 146, Marvels- 
la., proposed by G. T. Harman, ARIBA, 90a, Lewis- 
ham High-st., SE13. 
-—SHops.—No objection in principle by 
BC to proposals by Salmon & Gluckstein, Ltd., 
tobacconists, 120, Central-st., City-rd., EC1, for erec- 
tion of shops with residential accommodation on sites 
of Nos. 166-172, Lewisham h-st. 
Lewisham 





THE BUILDER 


outline proposals for erection of 22 almshouses on 
land at rear of Nos. 236-240, made by Purvis & Purvis, 
architects and surveyors, 417, New Cross-rd., SE14. 

Leyton.—Fiats.—BE&S submitted proposals for the 
development of site adjoining Rex Cinema, High-rd., 
Leytonstone, by erection of 23 flats. ; 

—F.Lats.—Approval has been given by 
LCC to detailed drawings prepared by Boro’ A of 10 
flats to be erected at Portnall-rd. 

Poplar.—Sit—E Acquisition.—LCC TP Com. pro- 
pose the acquisition and clearance at estimated cost 
£35,000 of 4.3 acres of land at Ditchburn-st. site for 
redevelopment for commercial purposes. 

Putney eath. — Deve.topment. — Further 4,725 
dwellings are proposed for erection in Rochampton- 
Putney Heath area by LCC Hsg. Com. 

St. Marylebone.—Scuoo..—LCC Ed. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition at estimated cost of £20,500 of a 
site in Nutford-p!. and Harrowby-st. for the erection of 
a primary school for 240 places to house the Hampton 
Gurney school. 

Shoreditch.—ReEDEVELOPMENT.—MH&LG = approval 
has been given to the clearance of Styman-st. area by 
BC 


Shoreditch.—Estate Lavout.—BC has approved re- 
vised layout plans submitted by BS for the combined 
Kingsland and St. Mary’s estates, with a modification 
that 30 dwellings be erected in vicinity of Haggerston- 
rd. between Laburnum-st. and Whiston-rd. 

Southwark.—Sire AcgutsiTion.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop- 
ment for housing purposes of a site in East-st., esti- 
mated cost £17,500. 

Stepney.—DrvVELOPMENT.—Approval given by LCC 
Hsg. Com. to scheme prepared by LCC architects’ de- 
partment for the development of Locksley-st. site. 

Stepney.—Nuxksery ScHoo..—Acquisition of a site 
in Mantus-rd. for the erection of a nursery school for 
80 children is recommended by LCC Ed. Com. 

Stepney.—Primary ScHoo..—Plans have been pre- 
pared by the managers for the rebuilding in 1953-54 
educational building programme of St. Mary and St. 
Michael RC primary school with 520 places on an 
extended site, at estimated cost £90,232. LCC Ed. 
Com. have given their r=. 

Stockwell.—-ScHoo.t.—LCC Ed. Com. have approved 
scheme prepared by LCC architects’ department for 
the erection of a county primary school for 720 pupils 


- — and Studley-rd., estimated cost 
£133,320. 
Stoke Newington. — MAIsoNeTTES. — Scheme has 


been approved by LCC Hsg. Com. for the erection of 
26 maisonettes in a four-storey block on Newnton-cl. 
site, estimated cost £64,410, as an extension of Wood- 
berry Down estate. Scheme prepared by LCC archi- 
tects’ department. 

Tooting.—-Convent ScHoo..—LCC Hsg. Com. are 
to acquire a site adjoining Holy Trinity convent school 
for the erection of a secondary school for 300 girls 
proposed by Roman Catholic authorities. 

Walthamstow.—HeattH Cirinic.—Essex CC propose 
erection of health services clinic at Priory-court: 

Walthamstow.—Houses AND  F.Lats.—BC have 
approved scheme submitted by Boro’ A for erection 
of four flats at 100-110, Markhouse-rd., two houses at 
123-125, Farnan-ave., two houses at Albion-rd./ 
Wyatts-la., conversion of 36, Salisbury-rd. into four 
flats. Boro’ A also reported on development of vacant 
sites in Billet-rd. 

Walthamstow. — AppornTMENT. — BC _ approved 
appointment of C. E. Ball & Ptnrs., Dilke House, 
Malet-st., WC1, as quantity surveyors for 6 flats to 
be erected in Church-la.; and F. G. Cox, FRICS, 18, 
Broomhill-rd., Woodford, for 9 flats on Countess-rd. / 
Millfield-ave. site. 

Wandsworth.—Housres.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose 
erection of 2 houses in The Chase, estimated cost 
£4,917. Also acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
development for housing purposes of a 2}-acre site in 
Leigham Court-rd., estimated cost £16,500. 

Woolwich.—DeveLOPMENT.—Scheme prepared by 
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LCC architects’ department for the development of 
the Blithdale-rd. site has been approved by LCC Hig, 


Wimbledon.—Housinc.—Surrey CC has acquired 
the site of 9, Amity-gr. for county welfare and local 
authority housing purposes. 

Wim! .—Housinc.—Corpn. has compuisorily 
acquired strip of land between 16-20. Pelham-rd. and 
38-42, Cecil-rd. for housing purposes. 

Wimbliedon.—Fi_m Stupios.—Merton Park Studios, 
Ltd., 269, Kingston-rd., SW19, propose to erect new 
stage, stores and power house at Henfield-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Darlaston.—UDC approved layout for 114 dwell- 
ings at: Foundry-st. 

Heckmondwike.—UDC propose transfer of market 
to permanent site. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC to build 38 houses on 
Racecourse Extension site. Plans by S, W. H. Smith. 

Hull.—Watch Com. to build Hull’s central police 
stn. on original site in Queen’s-gdns. Est. cost of first 
stage of scheme, £200,000.—TC instructed to com- 
plete conveyance of existing police stn. to Littlewoods, 
Ltd., when new police building is available. 

Matiock.—Derbyshire CC propose art block at 
Teachers’ Training College, £15,000 est. 

Middiesbrough.—MoE reduced EC’s building pro- 
gramme for next year to two schools: Town Farm RC 
sec. sch., £134,350; and Berwick Hills No. 2 prim. 
sch., £96,000. Com. A, P. R. Middleton, Education 
Offices. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Ed. Com. to build sch. for 840 
children at Stocksfield, cost £156,246. Plans by City 
A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Runacorn.—UDC approved plans, loading bay at 
Wigg Works East, for ICI, Ltd., General Chemical 
Div., Liverpool; resiting of eight shops, four flats and 
six garages at Heath-rd. South, for Major R. G. 
Orred, Sandyride House, Sunninghill, Berks. 

arborough.—EC seek CC approval for jun. sch. 
at Eastfield, £61,200 est—BC approved plans for 
Church for CoE Auth., fronting Westway; to sell site 
at Eastfield to Methodist Church Auth. for erection of 
Church; to negotiate with contractors at present work- 
ing on Eastfield site for further 250 houses; approved 
layout for further 37 houses to complet Wreyfield-dr. 
site at Barrowcliff estate (tender to be negotiated); 
approved plans for two three-storey buildings at site 
97/99, Longwestgate, also four-storey building at rear; 
one three-storey on site of former Ebenezer Baptist 
Chapel. 

South Shields.—Corp. to provide hostel accommoda- 
tion for 120 women and 48 men by conversion of ex- 
isting buildings. Plans by BE, J. Reid. 

Stafford.—J. Mottram, Ltd., Martin-st., propose 
demolition and rebuilding of offices. 

ndish.—_UDC to acquire site on east side of 
Baxter-st. for erection of 228 houses. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 23, The- 
square, prepared layout plans for shops on Roseworth 
estate 


Stoke-on-Trent.—TC propose 52 dwellings at Mel- 
bourne-st., Adderley Green. 

Wolton (Yorks).—ICI, Ltd., to double the capacity 
of Terylene plant at Wilton Works in North Yorkshire, 


cost £10m. 
TENDERS 


*Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Amble.—Erection of 50 houses for UDC: *G. Wim- 
pey & Co., Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle. 

Barnstaple.—Erection of houses at Fremington, for 
RDC: *W. G. Gover, £16,488 (12); *W. H. Joslin 
& Son, £2,760 (2). 

Birmingham.—Erection of a home for aged at Selly 

: *W. J. Whittall & Son, Ltd., Lancaster Gate, 
Birmingham 4. 

Bridgwater.—17 houses en the Portman estate, North 
Petherton: *J. Standerwick & Son, Ltd., £24,486 (sub- 
ject to Ministry approval). 

use.—Houses at Rastrick (Field-la.) estate, 
for BC: *Rowland Lumb & Co., Ltd., £24,240 (20); 
*Rowland Lumb & Co., Ltd., £13,036 (10); *Rowland 
Lumb & Co., Ltd., £21,044 (16); *Rowland Lumb & 
Co., Ltd., £16,102 (13); *Rowland Lumb & Co., Ltd., 
£15,653 (12); *Lister Brook & Co., Ltd., £14,007 (9): 
“Harry Castle & Son, Ltd., £10,428 (10 persons’ 
bungalows); *Rowland Lumb & Co., Ltd., £16,515 
@Q0 single persons’ flats). 

British (Eastern Region).—Contracts 
placed: Manufacture, supply, testing and delivery, erec- 
tion testing on site and setting to work of two 30-cwt. 
electrically operated goods lifts, including self ° 
ing steel structures at Finsbury Park Station, lis, 
Congdon & Muir, Ltd., Mill-st., Ancoats, Manches- 
ter 4. Cleaning and painting of bridges between Swin- 
ton and Doncaster, J. Arundel & Co. (Louth), Ltd., 
Cornmarket, Louth, Lincs. Supply and erection of 
Claudgen neon signs at Southend (Victoria), Southend 
(Central) and Westcliff-on-Sea Stations, Claude- 
General Neon Lights, Ltd., Pitman House, Parker- 
st.. Kingsway. 


Brierley, Ltd., Union Sawmills, Bury, £22,345. 
Chelsea.—External decoration works, for BC. New 
Pond House, Old Pond House,  Brickburn- 
cl: *S. Varney & Co., Ltd., £1,549; Sir 
Thomas More-bidgs.: *Sigley Bros., £4,151: Wiltshire- 
“Chaeng.— Fenty tiny emt cxmitatatiag 4h Clee 

re ic and at 
thorpe-gdns., Addlestone, and convenience at 
Beomond-gdns., for UDC. W. V. Davies, FRICS, 
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MIMunE, E&S. Quantities by E. C. Harris & 
Partners, London, WC1:— 
Oterway & Try, Ltd., Egham . . £8,606 
James Kimber, Ltd., South Croyden we 3 "166 
Ww. H Gaze & Sons, Ltd.; Walton Jo *9gae 
C. Neal & Son, West Horsley . 7,000 
E. Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), ” Ltd., " Addie- cae 
stone x 
tA F. Mace’ & Sons, Ltd., 98, London-d., 
Kingston .. 6,229 
Coventry.—New “office block at Banner-ia., for 


Wickman, Ltd.: *W. H. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Hol- 
brook-la., Ct A Ps “nian 

Dagenham.— ts, five shops nine at 
Whaiebone-la. /James-ave. site, for BC: *Direct 
Labour, £35,899. 

Derbys.—12 houses at Lime 00g, for MoW: *G. Ship- 
man & Son, Ltd., , Riddings, 

Dakinfield. —Five Posy “as nine shops at Birch-la. 
site. for TC: *Kenyon Construction Co., Ltd., 9, Lime 
Bank-st., Manchester, £15,714. 

Dundee. —Replacement after fire of the Jute Mills of 
z L. Miller & Co., Ltd., est. to cost £50,000: *The 

elvin Construction Co., Ltd., Maryhill Works, Glas- 
ZOW. 

a —Plans prepared for the Governors of 

Herriot-Watt College a the third development of 

he College at Chambers-st., The Bridges. 

Gordon & Day (F), architects, 36, Herriot-row, 
West End, Edinburgh: Excayation, brick, 
and allied works, *James Martin & 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works, *Nathaniel Grieve, 
Ltd. Steel casements, windows "and 
*Prederick Braby & Co., Ltd., Springburn, Glasgow. 
Reinforced concrete and allied works, *Arnott 
& Co. Ltd. Asphalt and allied works, *The Neucha 
Asphalting Co., Ltd., Glasgow. lazing and allied 
works, *James Thow, "Ltd., Ayr. Plaster, lathing and 
allied works, *L. Grandison & Co., Ltd., Peebles. 
Electric lift and allied works, *A, & P. Stevens, 
Ltd., Glasgow. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
allied works, *Shaw & Gibson, Ltd. Electrical fittings, 
installation, and allied works, *William Allan, Smith & 
Co., Ltd. Heating engineering installation and allied 
works, *The Brightside Foundry & Engineering Co., 
I td., Sheffield. Various iron and allied works, *Robert- 

mn & Ferguson, Ltd. (All others Edinburgh.) 

” Fareham. —Six houses at Wallisdean-ave., for UDC. 
H. T. Privett, E&S: *P. M. Stamp, 2, Foxbury-grove, 
Porchester, £8,317. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions covering 7,500 
sq. ft. for the Square Grip Reinforcement Co., Ltd. 
Architects, Cordingley & McIntyre, The Dur- 
ham. Quantity surveyors, Hall & Stafford, Sunniside- 
chbrs., West Sunniside, Sunderland: *Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Howdon-on-Tyne. 

Glendale.—Erection of 11 houses in Main-st., 
Lowick, for RDC. A. R. Field, S., Council Offices. 
Wooler: *R. Carse & Son, Amble, Northumberland, 
£15,448. 

Heston and Isleworth.—36 flats at Field-la., Brent- 
ford End, for TC: *M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., 
Mitcham, £52,201 (in lieu of tender previously recom- 
mended). 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Erection of 38 houses on the 
Re acecourse Extension site, for UDC. Surveyor, W. H. 

ith: *Direct Labour, £49,491. 


shed with a anor * - 3,000 standards at Victoria 
Deck, for Horsley Smith & Co., Ltd. Architects, 
Gelder & Kitchen, 120, — Gelder-st., Hull. De- 
sign and fabrication of the structural timber work, 
ltwood Engineering, Ltd., Whittington Moor, 

Che -sterfield: *Houlton & Grant, 71/73, Beverley-rd., 

uli 

Hyde.—12 houses and two bungalows at Harbour 
Farm estate, for BC: *Wm,. Norgrove & Sons, Ltd., 
Hyde, £20,388. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of extensions to the Town- 
head garage and workshops. ‘*Brownlie & Murray, 
Ltd., Possil Iron Works, Possilpark, 

Lancaster. —{a) 12 flats on Sandfield Cottage 7s 


(b) 12 bungalows on site fronting - 
C Cc. LL. Lyons, AMI MIMunE, 
iP astWE, City , a 
Siddle, Lancaster .. . £19,911 

F. W. Nelson, Lancaster if. 19,150 
*R. L. Dilworth, Ltd., Damside-st., 18,664 

Leeds.—New pithead baths at Sevile Methley 
—— for NCB: *W. Ripley Sons, Ltd., 128, 

-~<?t st., 

Lewisham.—Works for BC. 32 maisonettes on sites 


of 47-53, Granville-park and 5-13, Walerand-d _ 
Borough Architect ile _ £78,080 
WwW. J a ra Ltd. .. ‘ 

Halse & Sons, Ltd Es 

lL. & W. Whitehead, 

Henry Kent (Builders), “Es. 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. 
Galbraith Bros., Led. 

Harry Neal, Ltd. 

Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 

A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 

ph mas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. 

. J. Simms, Sons & ‘Cooke, Ltd. 


F a see peat oT 
J. W. Heath & Sons . £29,721 


- 


asasssanse?| 
E2IEI8SS 


1 3% 


+. 


. 
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S. Varney & Co., Ltd. 27,618 

Halse & Sons, 27,510 

W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd 27,140 

W. Carter (Builders), Ltd ’ 
Driver, Ltd. 


THE BUILDER 
ws Kent (Builders), Ltd. .. 23,200 
(Lowest tender adjustment of price in re- 


spect of seven items. 


© houses and two flats on sites of 138-143, 
y -, 56-64, 80 and 82, 147-151, Daven- 
Port-rd., and 124-132, Fariey-sd.:— 


Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. . £50,907 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd. .. ‘ 49.320 
William Harbrow, 49 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd 49,111 
Halse & Sons, Lt 49,012 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd 580 
Rowley Bros., Ltd... . 48,130 
Brice & Partners. . : 47,825 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 47,448 
The Borough Architect 46,914 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 45,941 
*H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 45,400 
Six flats at 154-156, Sg 7 eho _ 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd : £13,450 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd 12,752 
W. Carter (Builders), Ltd 12,687 
Rowley Bros., L 12,307 
M. J. Deane 12,236 
H. T. Oliver & ‘Sons, Ltd. 11,997 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. . 11,895 
J. Crisp & Sons 11,760 
ane Kent (Builders), : 11,638 
4 Voysey & Co., ny i .. 1a 
oH, : (Constructions), Ltd. nae .. 11,342 


Twelve flats at 117-119, Honor Oak Park:— 
Carter (Builders), Ltd. .. ae 


Rowley Bros., Ltd. 24,828 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. . 24,68' 
William Harbrow, Ltd.. oe 24,414 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. 24,212 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd... 23,995 


H. Foord & Son, Ltd. .. = ke . 23,461 


Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. 23,425 
C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. 23,424 
A Crisp & Sons 23,296 

. # oliver & Sons, Ltd. .. ae .. 23,147 
AB Kent (Builders), Ltd. a is 22'990 


Twelve flats and 19 houses at junction of Linch- 
mere-rd. and Baring-rd. and on sites at St. Mildred’s- 
td. and Ronver-rd.:— 


re Bunting Construction Co., Ltd. . £62, a 
J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 62,7 
Malse & Sons, Ltd. = 61, ws 
S. Varney & ay Ltd. 61,322 
ae Neal, 61,222 

7. Mitchell. & Son, Ltd. 60,924 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 60,618 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 58,955 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 58, 
*Galbraith Bros., Ltd. e te 58,780 
The Borough Architect .. rai ea 58,588 

Six flats at 81-87, Kirkdale:— 

Rush & T ins, Ltd. = .. £14,700 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd 14,427 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd 14,100 


S. Varney & Co., Ltd. senate peepee 8 re 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. . Sons wie eee 
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Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. ‘ nee 
Halse’ & Sons, Lid. | eng "599 

“pa . wG 

C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. . gs 
H. Foord & Son, Ltd. . 42,882 
*T. W. Driver, Lid. . RAST 

Sixteen flats at 15, Dacres-cd.:— 

w. Mitchell & Son, Lid. .. . 32,701 
F. & H. F. Led. aS 32,682 
M. J. Gleeson ( ), Ltd. - 32,616 
Leslie & Co., Ltd. pe 32,124 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Lid. .. 32,022 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. an 31,850 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. ae 31,521 
Borough s% 31,355 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. .. 30,489 
*The Co., Ltd 30,176 

—Erection of a new laundry at Moss Side 
State Institution: ( ), e 
st., Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council:—-Reconstruc- 
tion of, to, Municipal . Dale- 
t.: © & Sons, Ltd., 4, -, Liver- 
er £11,869; erection of eight houses at Max-rd./ 
Ltd. 157 Breck fielded. North: Piel 5 tio 830: 
six flats at Beacon-la. area: *J.. & . Ltd. 
Signal Works-rd., Liverpool 9, £11,859; 24 flats at 
Latham-st. area: *R. J. & Ltd., 666a, 
Li -rd., Ainsdale, £43,908; erection of inf. dept. 
at Blackmoor sch.: *Rimmer Bros. 


Yeovilton : 

Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, 
{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value ef £500 

or over for week ended June 27 


Civil engineering: William Sindall, Cambridge; 
James & Crockerell, ’ Salisbury, 
Wilts. Resurfacing w Geo. & Co., 
Ltd., London, W6. Building work: C. Jenner & Son, 
Ltd., Folkestone, Kent. G 
work: Carter & White (Builders), Ltd., — 
Mallet, Som; F. Troy & Co., Ltd., London, SEI. 

Railways). by 
London Midland Region:— ° 

Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., i House, 
Grosvenor-gdns., London Swi, for clay diggi 
and drainage at Charwelton on former J. 
main line. William Freer, Ltd., 49, Red 
Lion-st., Holborn, London, WCi, for 
installation of heating and hot-water services at 


St. Pancras Way-rd. motor 
Smethwick 


& Sons, , i 
coverings with patent glazing at south end of Rugby 
Midiand stn. Truswell & Son, Ltd., Caloric Works, 
Newcastle, Staffs, for in finishing shop, 
offices and workshops at locomotive works. 
Leonard Fairclough, . Lanes, for 
drainage and formati on G.C. main 
line at Woodford Halse. W. H. Heywood Co, 
td., Works, for reot 
glazing 


I Cm ers ee ae 
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51, Broadmoor Institution, Crowthorne, pro- Devonshire: Shiplay-Collaton, erection of TE exten- 


vision of bathrooms, Harry Crook (Aldershot), Ltd., sion, E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 34, Grasvenor-gdns., SW1. 
Cavendish-mews, Grosvenor-rd., Aldershot, Hants. Hertfordshire: Stevenage, erection of temp. TE, M. 


F. O Foster & Co., Ltd., 23, York-rd., Hitchin. 








Middlesex: PO Factory, Enfield. external decora- 
tions, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordant-rd., NW10. 
















Nottinghamshire: Rampton Hospital, internal and ex- 
ternal painting, T. & G. Saxton, Station-st., Mans- 
field, oodhouse, Notts. Oxfordshire: Head Post 
Office, St. Aldates, alterations and additions, Knowles 
& Son (Oxford), Ltd., Holywell Works, Oxford. 
Surrey: Hook, erection of postman’s delivery office 
and BO, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., High-st., Kings- 
ton-on-Thames. Warwickshire: M/L_ Brooklands 
Hostel, Coventry, internal and external redecoration, 
Harris & Sheldon, Ltd., 31, Stafford-st., Birming- 
ham, 4; PO ATE, Keresley, Coventry, new building, 
T. Bates & Son, Ltd., 51, Warwick-st., Coventry. 
Yorkshire: 15-19, Headrow. Leeds, alterations to 
form new branch office, W. Thompson & Sons, 19, 
Sheepsear-st. North, Leeds 7. 

€Lendon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD for week ended June 20:— 

Notts: Building, George Cooper (Bidrs., Nottm.), 
Ltd., Nottingham. Worcs: Repairs to parade 
ground, O. J. Elliot & Co., Ltd., Bristol. Pembroke- 
shire: Building, Robert M. Douglas (Contrs.), Ltd., 
Swansea; Painting, Arthur Hogg, Ltd., Manchester. 
Worcs: Electrical repairs, General Electrical Main- 
tenance Co., Pinner. Dorsetshire: Building, A. E. 
Farr, Ltd., Westbury. Wilts: Building, Wain Bros., 
Swindon. Berks: Road maintenance, Allweather 
Mechanical Grouting Co., Ltd., London, SWI. 
Gloucestershire: Static water tanks, F. H. Dale, Leo- 
minster: Concrete water tower, Nott, Brodie & Co., 
Ltd.. Bristol 1. Norfolk: Road repairs, Edward J. 
Edwards (Norwich), Ltd., Norwich. Sussex: Roof 
repairs, G. F. Baldwin, Kemsing. 

Macclesfield.—Houses for RDC. 40 at Chester-rd., 
Poynton: *F. Williamson, Stockport: 40 at Lane Ends, 
Sutton: *Hugh Owen & Son, Ltd., Great Moor, Stock- 


rt. 

Mansfield.—Two additional classrooms at St. 
Philip’s RC prim. sch., for EC: *J. E. Wheatley, East 
Kirkby, Notts, £5,611. 

*Martley.—Eight houses at Queen’s estate, Wicken- 
ford, for RDC. E. J. Turner, architect, 1, The 
Tything, Worcester. 

Geo. Hewlett (Mathon), Ltd., Malvern .. £12,750 
T. A. Simpkins, Ltd., High-st., Pershore 11,793 
*Ed. R. R. Tooby, Cathcart-rd., Stourbridge 11,135 
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Morley.—Houses at Garden House-la. site, for Te 
*H. Barraclough, Ltd., West Ardsley, nr Leeds 
*T. Madden, Lewisham-st., Bruntcliffe (16); 
Turner, Ltd., Morley (16); *F. Clough, Ard Ardsley (16), 

Newton Aycliff e.—Erection of new hotel for Vay 
and Associated Breweries, The Brewery, 
Architects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, Kings, 
re Shields: *George Henderson, Boldon-ia., Eas 

on. 


Northallerton.—Erection of eight sr gm Priory } 


Close estate, for UDC. Surveyor, A. Je Handy-King 
*Stokes & Costick, Northallerton, £10, 

N pton.—Improvements to 7% houses x 
Nether and Upper Heyford, for RDC: *H. H. Woo. 
—, Son, Ltd., 40, Harlestone-rd., Northampton, 

North Westmorland.—Erection of a further 2 
houses at Shap, for RDC: *Robert E. Reay, Penrith, 
Cumberland. 

Northwich.—Eight houses, eight bungalows and four 
flats, for UDC: *Hodgkinson, Ltd., Davenham, 


£21,144. 

Shoreditch.—Works for MBC:—24 dwellings a 
Alford Court area and 16 dwellings fronting Murray. 
gr.: *H. Richardson & Son., Ltd., £81,127; Public 
convenience at junction of Gt. Eastern-st. and Shore. 
ditch High-st.: *H. Richardson & Sons, Ltd., £6,844, 

Pa = — 34 houses, Sundial estate, for UDC. 

T. Edw Edwards, E&S, Town Hall, Skegness. 
yo H. Adkins, Boston . . £53,551 
—— Urban eg Council (Direct 

abour Department), Town Ha kegness 47,7¥ 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Alterations to St. Patrick's 
Convent, Dipton. Architects, P. J. Stienlet & Son, 
Causey House, Elmfield-rd., | Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*Robert Gallacher, Ltd., Cemetery-rd., Blackhill, Co. 
Durham (work in hand). 

Senbury-on-Thames.—80 houses on site No. 17, 
Beechwood-ave., for UDC. Architects, Braddell & 
Laurence. Quantities by B. M. Kimber: *The Eden 
Residential en Co., Ltd., 1, Church-ter., 


Richmond, £118,300 

Wellingborough. —Houses at Or oe estate, for 
UDC: *Drury & Co., Ltd., £36,075 (30); * Drabble 
Construction Co., Lid., £36,820 (30). (Both of 
Wellingborough.) 

West Lancashire.—Erection of 32 houses and — 
flats at Halsall, or. Ormskirk, for RDC: *Frank 
Gatley, Ltd., Lydiate, £59,110. 

Whickham (Co. Durham).—Erection of 244 houses 
at Swalwell Bank, for UDC. Architects, Fennell & 
Co., Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street: *William 
Leech, iad... 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

.—104 houses and flats at Shevington, for 
RDC: *J. W. Liptrot & Co., Ltd., Pemberton, a. 
Wigan, £137,864. 

ae ae ng in stone of two single police 
houses with garages, and site works at Burton 
Hill, iv wal emg for Standing Joint Com: *E. A. 
Hider, Ltd., Malmesbury, Wilts, £6,662. 
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